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DEDICATION. 



I THK BRITISH PUBLIC. 



Among the various definitions enumerated 
of the word " Dedication," we find, by the learned 
Dr. Johnson, the followii^, " a complimentary 
address at the beginning of a book." This sentence 
evidently implies, that eKpressions of respect, 
or adulation, must be directed and apjdied to the 
person or persons whom the author has for some 
very cog;ent reasons fixed upon as the patron of his 
work. In compilations of fiction, it seems quite 
iouaaterial who, or of what sex, the individual may 
be, to. whom the compliment is paid. In political 
writings, he must, of course, be sought among men 
entertaining the same opinions with the writer, and 
accordant with those he puts forth. In historical 
productions, the advocacy and support of an infiu- 
ential personage, particularly if htJding high office, 
or of elevated rank, usually adds weight and import* 
ance to the volume, and stamps it with a certain 
degree of authenticity. As, however, in the present 
work, fiction has been entirely discarded, pohttcal 
opinions as cautiously and as generally avoided as 
the nature of the details will admit, and historical 
facts plainly stated, without regard to any party, 
the author cannot feel himself justified in making 
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his dedication to any particular individu^; besides, 
from the nature of the subject, the interest, curi- 
osity, feeling, and sympathy of the whole commu- 
nity, are in some measure affected, foi it is scarcely 
possible to doubt, that every one before whom these 
pages may appear, has been applied to for bis or 
her signatures to petitions for the Abolition f>w 
Slavery throughout tus majesty's dominions. 

It is, therefore, to the British Public, coUec- 
tively and individuaUy, that this volume is now 
dedicated, in the Aillest and most perfect assurance, 
that by the liberal and enlightened portion of society, 
the facts here brou^t to' light will receive due 
credence, and the motives for their elucidation be 
duly appreciated ; and to those of less favoured 
intellect, such information will be afforded, as must 
tend to place tie subject on a more liberal footing 
to that on which it has hitherto been most nn&iith- 
fuUy represented, eiHier by ilUteiate, oi prejudiced 
individuals. 

Armed with the powerful weapon of veracity, 
and in the anxious h(q>e of rendering a great benefit, 
these unpretending pages are issued for.tbe amusor 
ment and edification of the British puUic, and its 
patronage earnestly solicited by 

The AVTHQR. 
London, Jan. Ul. 1835. 
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PREFACE 



After a fapafe of rather mori than two years, 
since the horrors of the Negro Insurrection in 
Jamaica were experienced, it will dovAtless c^tpear 
a matter of wonder, why an accoitnt of thai ever' 
memorable and truly deplorable event should not ere 
now have been produced. The reasons, (as faros 
relates to the present writerj can be readily fur- 
nished, and the causes aatisfactorih/ explained. 
Although a sojoium of nearly twenty years, with 
but a slight interruption, in the Island of Jamaica, 
■ since the year 1815, might be supposed to qualify for 
the undertaking any resident individual possessing 
the faculty of observation ; yet, it must be remem- 
bered, thai cAstacles frequenthf arise in the feelings, 
capacity, leisure and opportunity of some, who might 
he otherunse equal to the task. 

In this particular, notwithstanding the author was 
personally present during the whole of the rebellion., 
and stationary in one of the most disturbed districts, 
uniting his efforts with those of his companions in 
misfortune, for the speedy termination of excesses, 
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the idea of furnishing a detail did not occur to kim 
until his return to England, icken he found the 
circumstances so misunderstood, Ike origin so misre- 
presented, the facts so rmOilated, and the prevalent 
impressions so erroneous, that he could not refrain 
from yielding to the suggestion of nuTOerous friends 
and (Kquaintances, to put forth a genuine statement 
of occurrences for public information. 

Since the resolve was made, it has been necessary 
to collect m^itter on subjects connected with Ike 
rebellion and to sift them to positive authenticity 
More time has consequently glided on, than would 
otherwise have been occupied in the compilation; 
and, it is even now issued with too rough a face, in 
consequence of the writer's uncontrolahle anxiety, 
that the public should becom£ conversant with the 
subject, at a period coeval with that when the first 
results of the "Emancipation BilT' will be made 
known, by the arrival of packets from, the West 
Indies, subsequent to the coming inio operation of 
that law. 

Nevertheless, as it is impossible for a casual 
reader, or one unacquainted with the history, laws, 
manners, and customs of the country and its 
inhabitants, to form correct ideas of the facts 
unless a slight sketch of these were perused, tt is for 
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this reofon thai the primary pages will be occupied 
with such indispensable instruction. 

ITie author, consequently, claims from the reader, 
an attentive perusal of these preliminary statements, 
and curtailed histories, previous to entering on the 
principal subject, which, being framed in as 
concise a manner as possible, he trusts, will not 
trespass too much on the patience,- but prove a 
source of intelligence and amusement. 

Above all, he confidently hopes, that all unfavour- 
able prepossessions will be laid aside, and a fair 
conclusion drawn from the facts narrated as they 
actually occurred: and, should it hereafter be found 
that ev^its (not here recorded) which, took place 
in distant parishes, and are now in a train of col- 
lection, should be worthy of particular notice, they 
will become the subject of a supplementary volume, 
at a slight expence. The author also regrets that 
initials must be stAstituted for names, as some, who 
are even most hojtourably mentioned, are desirous to 
avoid publicity, and it must be " aul Gesar aut 
nullus." 

Lmdm, Jan. \, 1836. 
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JAMAICA; 

^S IT WAS, AS IT IS, AND AS IT MAY BE. 



CHAPTER I. 

imtrodticlian — Diteovary gnd DMeription afJamaiea — Poi- 
tmgert' Outjit — Csnveyanee — Em barka tian — Atucdol t~~ 
Departurt from the Davnu — Inta-nal Arrangemrrtli 
completed — Sea-titbneit, ^e. 

One of the principal obje^s ai tliis little wetk is, 
to furnisli the BritiBh public with a faithful account 
of the ^igin, progress, tenninatiou, and conse- 
quences of the insurrection which took [^e among 
the negro slave popidationin die i^and of Jamaica, 
immediat^y after the Christmas of 1831. It must, 
however, be evident, that a consideraUe portion of 
the ioformation intended to be conveyed would be 
liable (o misappreheiision.'and even miscenstructioD, 
were the leader unacquainted with the nature of 
Uie climate, haUts, manneFe, and characters of 
the actors in this unfortunate drama, oiA the 
circumstances which operated os stimnlante to its 
commencement. 

Perfectly convinced of the absblute necessity that 
exists as to this point, and anxious to lose no time 
in ^Kilogies for thus acting on these priocifdes, and 



..Google 



2 

under such overwhdming influence, we coini»ence 
our narrative by remarking, that the Ibland or 
Jamaica is one of that group called "The Antilles;" 
and, althoi^h by no means the largest, is never- 
theless certainly the island of most consequence 
to Great Britain. Its name is said to have sig- 
n^ed, in the language of its original inhabitants, 
"abounding in springs." Jamaica was discovered 
by Columbus, in 1494. In 1655 it was taken 
by the English. It was afterwards settled by 
three thousand British soldiers, disbanded from 
the parUamentaiy army, and these were fdlowed 
by one thousand five hundred royalists. The 
centre d it, aa»rdii^ to Roberteon's Maps, ties in 
18° 10' 40" N. lat and in 77° 12' 30" W. irnig. 
from London, and is from thence about 4000 miles 
distant. Jamaica is about one hundred and filly 
miles long and forty broad, eft an average, ai^ 
is supposed to eontain aboot 4,080,000 acres of 
land, (extremely unequal in its surface,) with nu- 
merous tagh mountains. The island is divided into 
three counties, Middlesex, Surry, and Comwidl. 
MiddLbbex contains nine parishes, viz. St. Cathe- 
rine, St. John, St. Dorothy, St Thomas in the Vale, 
Clarend<m Vere , St. Mary, St. Ann, and Manchest^. 
StiRRY contains seten parishes, viz. Kingston, 
iPort Roytd, St. Andrew, St. David, St. Thwnas-in- 
fhe-East, Portland, and St. George. OonyWALL 
contains five parishes, Viz. St. EUabeth, West* 
moreluid, Hanover, St. James, and Trelawny. 
Although, £rom the above-mentioned period, it was 
nominally a British possession, the Spaniards were 
Dot prevented from colonizing tiie island in the yefcr 
1609, &om which time they ^eioained undiattirhNl 
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trnUl the year 1655, when, in CromweE'a time, the 
English recoftqueted it, and dtore them off. All 
who flow Settled there abided under military 
gi3vemm^t, and suffered great hardships and pri- 
vations Until the restoration of Charles Uie Second, 
la 1658 the Spaniards attempted to recapture the 
island, but were repulsed by D'Oyley, the British 
commander. At the death of Cromwell, Charles the 
Secdnd greatly encouraged emigration to Jamaica; 
and numerous families availing themselves of the 
advantages held out, it speedily became a thriving 
colony. The importation of slaves from A&ica 
was made legal, and even compulsory on the 
planters, who were obliged to import slaves according 
to the extent of their possessions. Although the 
Spaniards were extremely jealous of the British, 
yet, by the treaty of Madrid, in June, 1670, every 
i^and and colony in the West Indies or America 
then under dominion of Great Britain, was gua- 
ranteed to the actual possessor, and no attempt to 
reconquer them was made by the Spaniards. 

In 1678 a most arbitrary and impolitic system of 
legislation ~was adopted by the English Government 
in Jamaica, by an impost of 4^ percent, on its gross 
produce, as had been granted by Barbadoes; but it 
was resisted by the inhabitants of Jamuca, which 
drew iKpbn them the wrath of the mother country, 
and the island was deprived of its constitutional 
fralichises. Still the resistance continued. However, 
at length the parent state gave up the impost 
required, and restored the old privileges of the 
assembly, but ungenerously refused to confirm any 
laws framed by such assembly for the internal 
govemm^t. This unnatund war&re continued 
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for the apace of &fty years, and greatly retarded 
the progress of the island towards improvement. 
Fortunately, in 1728, under the reign of George II. 
a compromise was effected : — the assembly agreeing 
to furnish to the crown a perpetual revenue of 
£8000 a year, on condition that the quit-rents should 
be included in the above amount; that their laws 
should receive the royal assent; and that all the 
British laws and statutes at that time in force, should 
remain the same in Jamaica then and for ever — 
thus was the political institution of Jamaica finally 
completed. 

The Climate is extremely hot, particularly in 
the low lands, where the thermometer is sometimes 
much above 90°. In the high mountains, the 
temporatuie is considerably cooler, the glass varying 
from 55" to about 72°. Many partsare prodigiously 
fertile; but vast tracts, denominated "savaimas," 
are almost barren. There are also immense portions 
of strampy land, called " morass," which are quite 
useless for cultivation, and cannot be rendered 
productive by draining,^ in consequence of the level 
being in most cases below that of the sea. 

Jamaica abounds in streams and rivers, more than 
one hundred having been enumerated throughout the 
island, of different sizes. Black River, in St. Eli- 
zabeth, is considered the largest, deepest, and least 
rapid; but it is not navigable for any thing beyond 
the large boats, that bring down the produce firom 
the inland estates. Some medicinal springs are also 
found in various parts; the most celebrated is in 
tlie parish of St. Tfaomas-in-the-East, where a bath 
has been erected, with other conveniences, which is 
often resorted to by persons suffering debility and 
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other disorders. At Black River, in St. Elizabeth, 
is another medicinal spring, much resembling one 
of the wells at Cheltenham, in the properties of the 
water, and found to be very efficacious in some 
diseases incidental to the climate. The corn, fruits, 
and grapes, will be noticed in their proper places. 
The three counties before specified, as comprising 
twenty-one parishes, contain six principal towns and 
twenty-seven vitl^es. Each parish is governed by 
a chief magistrate, a custos rott(lorum,a.tii a bench 
of justices; the latter are recommended by the custos 
and appointed by the governor, and hold sessions 
of the peace, and courts of common pleas : a single 
justice, however, can decide on actions under forty 
shillings. Each parish has one church at least, with 
a rector and curate, but many have more; indepen- 
dent of which several chapels have latterly been 
erected, and curates attached to them. The vestries 
consist of the custos, two or more of the local 
magistrates, ten vestrymen, and the rector; but a less 
number will constitute a vestry, and can perform aH 
the fimctions. The vestrymen are elected annually 
by the freeholders ,- and they appoint all the parochial 
of&cers at their first meeting. The funds necessary 
for all purposes are raised by taxes on the property 
of the inhabitants, -and by colonial duties on articles 
imported. The commissioners of public accounts 
appoint a collecting constable for each parish ; al- 
though sometimes one individual is permitted to bold 
the office in two parishes. All commissioned officers 
and privates of His Majesty's forces receive island 
pay, and allowances for diemselves, their wives, and 
chUdren. Having now most briefly related all that 
is absolutely required respecting the island itself, 
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tffA our first 8e|tlemeBt tbereon, the author h^ Bot 
only to solicit a moderate share of the reader's in- 
dulgence, while he endeavours, gradu^y ant} 
progressively, to furnish the remaining necessaiy 
information, hut to entreat an eqtire eradication an4 
total dismissal of any untoward faiths that may {im- 
perceptibly, perhE^j in many instances) have hees 
engendered, in consequeqce of the numerous and 
bitter discussions that have arisen, and apparently 
become lashionable, ever since the terms " Slavery 
and Emancipation" were allowed so unwarranlably 
to gain possession of our plac^ded walls, ^nd to 
force themselves, misinterpreted and misunderstood) 
into every class of society, as a favorite topic of 
conversation. Having himself resided in the iskjid 
of Jamaica, and been actively employed in the 
management of extensive possessions belonging to 
himself and family, as well as to other individuaJ^^ 
through a wearisome space of nearly twenty years, 
with but a temporary respite, and all that time a, 
close observer of every thing relating to the country, 
climate, colonists, and productions, and besides having 
obtained the assistance (in the performance of his 
undertaking, whenever it was needed,) of manj 
friends at present there resident, and well qualified 
to supply information the most authentic, be flatters 
himself there is reason to anticipate, that the incidents 
of his narrative will not prove tiresome or insipid, 
though void of flowery language and scenes of fiction. 
These things premised, it is pot improbable that 
knowledge of every description relating to the 
island will be eagerly sought for by the curious, from a 
publication bearing the comprehensive title attached 
to these sheets; and it is therefore proposed to adi^ 
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tiie only mode of accomplidiing the end, by taking 
the leader as one wlio has never visited a tropic^ 
dimale, and ftirnishing to him all the intelligence he 
oui possibly require in his progress through the 
book, remaiking, aa we proceed, the various changes 
that have occtured duiing the last eighteen ox 
twenty years. With this view, the first pointy 
necessary to be conaderod are,^the outfit of a male 
tn£vidual about to vi^t the island, and meditating a 
8(^oum there in any capacity whatever; his bes( 
node of conveyance; the most eligible period of the 
year for his departure;, and other minor arrangements,, 
which oFcourse must vary according to circumstancea- 
To commence, then, with " The Octfit." — The 
clothing most suitable to tropical clinuites may be 
thus briefly enumerated:' — trowsers for dress, to be 
of white jean, or fine drill;, for riding, or daily exer- 
dse, Russia duck, or stout drill, coloured, white, 
or sbiped; waistcoMs, such as are usually worn 
in the hottest summer months here, and all single 
breasted, those of cloth or kerseymere are frequently 
Ibimd too hot, and are consequently useless; two 
coats, of the lightest (in texture) broadcloth, with no. 
velvet collars, or at the cuff, lining — all this is in- 
»ipportable; a few jean or merino riding jackets^ 
two light straw hats, and one of black beaver; two 
pair of slight but easy boots, and some good walking 
idioes; with a plentiful supply of linen shirts; 
cdoured and white cravat, but no stocks, as they 
we considerably too hat ; some cotton and a few pair 
fif ailk stockings I light gloves, full U^e, so as not 
to tear when pulled from a hand covered with profuse 
perspuaticmi and thus he is quite equipped : a saddle 
and loidle, common servant's saddle and bridle,, 
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imul pillion and p»tm&nteau, witb the usual stn^ 
are perfect indispensibles. For females, theliglitest 
aummei dresses, but principally white, and the 
coloured ones ought to be such as require washing 
but seldom, as the exposure to a tropical sun, by the 
negro washer- women, will tuin the prettiest pattern 
in a single operation; bonnets of Leghon^ chip, 
Dunstable, &c., but in every case completely to shel- 
ter the face, ot they are perfectly useless; boots asd 
shoes of jean or prunella, as leather is demolished, 
by the insects. Silk rots in a very short time, after 
one or two wearings. The lady will not forget her 
side-saddle and bridle ; and a riding habit, of the 
finest cloth, or merino. So much for dress and its 
accompaniments. 

We now proceed to the mode of convbtance. — • 
Although fine vessels of all denominations depart 
from London, Liverpool, Bristol, Greenock, &c., the 
fonoec pifft is cansidaiad piefexolilG, for Torioiw 
reasons; but the eligibility of place must depend 
entirely on the situation and circumstances of the 
traveller himself. West Indiamen, however, from, 
every port, are generally from 200 to 500 tons burthen, 
and always fitted up for the accommodation of 
passengers, as regards the cabin, &c. The passage* 
money varies from £25, to £50, for cabin passengers, 
according to the accommodation and mode of living; 
but, should a family be going out, an agreement 
may be made on pretty moderate tem». Of course, 
there is no expense for luggage ; and, indeed, the 
whole fiimiture of a passenger is seldom charged ib^ 
as the outward-bound vessels are never half-loadedj 
and the owners have no objection to occupy the va^ 
cancy in this way, where they also obtain passengers; 
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although tJielatteiis usually the captain's perquimte, 
allowing a trifling proportion to the owners. The 
ttmoiuit of a steerage passenger is about one half 
(or less, if the individual provides his own victuals.) 
These payments ate generally made on engaging 
Uie passage; but very frequently not until arriving 
at the destination. It is customary for passengers, 
to embark after the vessel draws out of the West 
India Dod^, although some who are tiinid, availing 
themselves of the day previous to her leaving her 
filatiiNi, embark in the docks ; these folks, however, 
must be content to go to bed in the dark, as no- 
lights ate- alfowed' after a certain early hour. 

Some, again, defer joining the vessel until she- 
reaches the Downs, or even Portsmouth, if touching 
there, ^ould she not (wind permitting) meditate 
going right- out. For those who are not averse to 
huid travelling, certainly the latter is preferable, as 
the passage from the docks to the Dawns is frequently 
uncertain, and'alvays tedious, to say nothing of the 
hustle and confusion incidental to this stage of the 
Toyage, and- the necessity of putting ;q) with innu-. 
merable unlOoked-fdr inconveniences and extraordi- 
nary occurrences. The (fifferenf classes ctf visitors, 
with their remarks, are a complete antidote to.ennui. 
It is almost impossiblfe for an oM stager to control 
his risible musdes on hearing the naturally anxious 
questions which are constantly put to -the captain, 
mate, and steward, by such as are making their 
first voyage ;- andthe apparently satisfactory answers 
given, which are diametricaDy opposite to what 
would have been made to one conversant with tlite- 
subject. I cannot- her@ refrain from recording an 
ipstanee much in ptunt, among many others I have 
a,3 
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witnessed. While lying ia the DawvB, mth tb« 
wind rigbt against ns, anxiously waiting for a 
change, in order that we mi^t ccpnunence our vcpyag* 
outwards, a fine homeward'hoand Indiamsn passed 
OUT vesseL Thu being a beautiiiil sight, all the 
paseengen were called on deck to see h(v; aod. after 
e^ressing much gratificatiai, returned to the caUn, 
One of the ladies, nu>re loquacious and inquigitivs 
than the rest, thus addressed th& captain, witli 
whom I happened, at this time, to be conreisinc. 
about the apparently settled state of the wind 
against us; — "Oh! captain, how charmingly that 
ship is sailing — surely the wind must be fair! "' 
''Certainly, madam, it is, s^ cou/iino^ Aaiv t^ 6«^ter.'*' 
" Oh! I'm so glad, iiir you said you'd be off so sochi 
as it was &ic; but then the tide, when will that be 
in our favourl" " Not until five o'clock to-mqrrow 
morning." Off went the delighted novice, carryiog 
the unexpected glorious intelligaice to her fellow*. 
passengers, that the vessel would sail ta-marrow 
nioming at five o'clock. The captain and I had 
scaicely t-ima to repress our luighter, when he was 
besieged by the whole of the passengers, who wer« 
anxious for a ctsrpbcnatiwi of the lady's statement 
when, OD the oxQversation being repeated verbatim,, 
they became sensible that the wind, ivAtcA could tu^ 
have been better for the &tUamm^ could not haw 
been wor»a far i». 

If the channd jHlot has not joined die ship previous 
to her arrival in the Downs, be now makes his 
appearance, and, you may be certain of starting as 
soon as the wind becomes &tr and steady: dp 
ccnnlOTt, however, must be looked iot imtil hit 
departure^ vhen you may deem youiselvM iairl; 
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gone. All sh«& friends, not previously ofl^quit the- 
Teasel vltb bim; and alt now in the ship are to be- 
companions for the voyage. Every body speedily 
commences in good earnest to. settle himself, ar- 
niBging' ihe berth, pitting out the sea-garments, 
searching for eatertuning bodts, the journal to be 
Icept, and other amusements. The meal hours are 
fixed and made known, and as passengers first seat 
tiiems^ves at table, so they generally cootinue at all 
mef^ daring the vof&ge. ^e greatest kindness 
tinA attentum is invariably shewn to passengers; but 
particularly, of course, to ladies and diiMren, by 
captain,' mate, steward, &c. There is often much 
variable- wind and i^tpleasant-weather in the channel, 
ixmsequently this first progress frequently creates an 
unfavourable presage of that which is to come ; but, 
when conquered, a very few dt^s produce the mild 
and doUghtfid temperature of Madeira; after which, 
if the seosoa is auspicious, little-inconvemence is to be 
anticipated. Most passengers are tormented with 
4iat dreadful plagne, called " sea^c/mea»," wiacb, 
although extremely annoying, never proves fataT: 
in tiai. helpless predicament, the sqtiject is liaMe to 
■jest; bat is, fi^ tbfr truly (^stressing sufferings 
endured, radiei. an object ai coimnisseraticm than 
ridicule. So over-pouring is this malady to the 
feelings, and- such an utter-disregantto vitality does 
it engender, that the-aSKctedpersfHiwould'crftmtimes, 
at the moment^ prefer totid extinction :■ — indeed, a 
friend once assuied.me ^at he hoped, should he ever 
lie in dfuigerotdiipwreck, he might be enduring sea-., 
sickness at the tiine,,ia order that he might eveit', 
velcome his &te t 
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CHAPTER IT. 

■Tit mut el^imePenad for Sailing— Amvtementt on Ttanrdr 
—The Vofagt — Making the Jtlandi — A Black Pilot — 
PtI Roj/al— Kingttit — ^ni»k Toam — GtttrnmmH 
or Sing't Ifyiue— Publie Offieei — Dtp«rtur«fran P*rt 
Boyal, and, tail along the SoMtk Sidt—Scfnerg — Tht 
Velttl anckari in Slaek River Harbtur. 

FsKHA^B. it gught ere this. to have heea stated, 
that the months of Ottober or Novembei are cwi-. 
sidered the most desiiahle period to, leave Ei^land 
for the West Indies; not only on account of the 
greater probability that exists of a fair and speedy 
passage, but also because the European th^i htr~ 
rives previous.to, or just about, Christmas, thereby 
encoimteiing the tjopical heat in it? most temperate 
season. It may not be amiss to observe, that wamr 
out, or cast off suits, and all iofeiior articles of 
clothing, are most applicable to -a sqoum on ship- 
boaid; as even inthedeaoest and best ctmducted 
vessels, it is qwbe impossible to prevent good clotheB 
from b^ng in a very shcoi time entirely mined. 
Jackets and caps are also-, preferable to .ooat% and 
hats, the jacket being less cumbeisfvie, uid the cap 
less liable to be carried overboard by a loose rope. 
Books, a chess or backgammon-board, cards, and 
musical instrwneots, are very welcome accompani- 
ments to the voyage : for where sea- and sky are all 
the eye has to rest upon outside, Ua weeks-toge- 
Iher, any little variety is charming, and artificial 
pleasures must be resorted to. Sranetimes a few 
flying-fish, or dolphin, or a shoal, of porpoises, wiU 
i^w. the whole of the cabin passengers (m deck, tbe- 
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moment thectaununicationismade; but tfaeaiixiety 
created by the report of a shark being alongside, or 
a strange tail in sight, is almost indescribable. If 
tiie winds are favourable, fine, dry and pleasant, 
weather may be expected. in from ten days to » 
fertnigbt ; after which period delightful sailing m 
"the tradst" will be experienced. It w«re needless- 
t« expatiate oa the new feelings now created, 
arising from the contrast between the late boisteroue, 
^ear^iOtdd, and comfortless weather, and the mild, 
genial temperature of the atmo^here; added to 
this change, is also the quietnees and rapidity with 
which the vessel glides along. It is by ho means 
UDCommoD for such weather to last imtil the vessel) 
^^roaches Uie- islands;- when suddensqua^ of wind 
and rain, with much thunder and lightning, may- 
he expected, wid are graieriJVj' met with. The- 
s^anger is, however, amply compeniated for his- 
diead of these terrific scenes and sounds, by » 
v.i«w of the islwids of Monserrat, Guadakupe, St. 
Pomingo, Cuba, &c, tolerably close to all of which 
be will necessarily pass. But when the east end of 
the Island of Jamaica is made, he will be perfectly- 
^tmptuied, on drawing nearer and nearei; to the 
shore, to> beh<^ the beautifully cultivated estates; 
the happy bitt grotesque groups cX negro labourers, 
ajad the magnificent scenery which every whete- 
me^ the view, aloBg the whole length of coast he 
has to- pass on his way to the first port, which, for 
various reasons, we will consider to be Kingston, as, 
'\xf this avangement, he must surrey more objects 
worthy of oatice than he could possibly do by' 
aptering ai^ of the inferior harbours. As the reader's- 
seote of action, so far as relates to the Bel»elliMi,.' 
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lies piindp&By behraea. the maritiine towns. oC 
Black. Rivei atid Mcmtego B»y, we will preBume the 
Tessel is ultim&tely bound to the former port, on tkv 
90Utb side of the island; but pieviously to touch. 
4t Kingston, the c^)itaJ- Soon ailer Morant Point 
•ppears, a boot heaves in tight, hails and furni^ea. 
ft pilot, who is generally a, black man. 

Here the a8tomshm.ent of those who n^rev before 
beheld, a eable yiaage is at its hei^t. His un- 
couth appeaiance and appate^ combined with 
his outlandish lingo and quaint vemariu, create, 
much amuaament. Fram him the captain learns all- 
ihe news, and retails it to his pasaengen; hoursnon^ 
Hy swiftly, and the scenery ever varying as the> 
vessel proceeds, a^^tea^s more like enchantment 
than reality, as iiom the open sea, out bark now 
aofUy glides into the spacious harbour of Port Royal ; 
she passes the land on tbf right side so dos^y, 
that, according to the sea-term, "you mm/ ckuek a 
biscuit a^iore," This spot ia truly picturesque, 
and welkwwthy of a much more able description' 
than can now be giv«n (^ it. Althot^h on a sandy 
beach, all above the water-mark ia lovdy verdure.. 

The consfncuoufily tro]HcaJ, and consequently re- 
iparkaUe aj^teaianoe of the majestic cocoa-nut- 
trees that skirt the shore in rows, the light, cool and 
capacious barracks for the military force at Port 
Boyal, the magnificent hospital erected for the. 
invalids of the navy, the stiqiendons height of the 
HMTroundwg (but distant) mpuntaint, the air of con- 
tMttnaeDt, vivacity, and oloanlineBS that eharactetize : 
the inhabitants oi all denogunttions, the cordiality 
Wid faeartinen with which an arrival iccaa England, 
(iJbougb of so frequent occarrenc«) seeing to be 



D,g,r,:^i t, Google 



mlcTOied, and tbe untnUdjiated bmy toene which 
(be liArbDur affords, ore quite BufBcieut to drive 
il,way Any evil impreisious tliHt former-ininepTewo* 
ttttioa may haw generated in U^e besom of a ttnor 
gen At the moment the ship is passing nesieat 
to the shoce, she is hailed by an artUleiyman ftom 
the miUtary poet, wi^ a huge trumpet, who, having 
received Uie iniennatioD he required, withdrairs 
tD report hi? newa, and, in a. few momenta more, the 
veaael is safely at ftucbor, aawng men-o&war as 
well as m^vhantmen.. The next tide carries her up 
te-Kingstoa, a distance of about eight mites, during 
which, movement Fort Augusta, The Apostles' 
Battery, The Admii^'s Peno, The Pallisades, and. 
nlher ol^ecta worthy of notice, ara pmnted out to the 
paeaenger. If any oC the cargo is destined for King^ 
stun, no time i» lost in discharge it ; and probably 
fome is also taiien in for tl)e port to.wbich the vessel 
ie about to jHoceed. £mg»lmi is an e2j.eoBive city, 
hmlt priodpsUy of wood; the houses have piazzas, 
fitted i^p! aU round with Veoetian tdinde, or, aa they 
we there termed, jalousies (pronounced "jelassee," 
by viiieh they are both lighted and ventilated. 
The streets incline gwbiaUy to- the harbour, being 
Hit«9eoted at right angles by some ooas ooes, aitd„ 
there isft fine parade for the military, atoaesideof 
w]^ stands "the barrack:" 

Here &m exeellsnt stores for all^ desoripUons t£ 
goods; utd, at particular periods, many artides are to 
be procuKd cheaper iben imported. A great trade 
is earned « vntii ihe SpaaiaidB and Am^icans. 
The-vb«r&, doriog crop tune, are crowded with pun- 
sbetms of rum, bogshrads of sugar, tiaioes of coflee 
ind ganger; bales of eoUdOr bags of pimeiitQ, kigs 
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of malu^any uid cedar, and immense piles of log- 
vood, fustic, lignum-vito, and ebony black and 
gteen, besides produce of minor import, such as 
arrow-root, castor oil, tobacco, India com, ground, 
provisions, 8cc, &c. Also various packages from 
En^and and America, comprising hogslieads of 
coai, barrels of henings, salt beef, pork, and butter, 
casks of negro clothing, and other Eaipplies for 
different piirpoees ; vehicles, machinery, barrels of 
fiour, plank, boards, timber, staves, &c. The public 
offices are, in some instances, elegant; and many 
of the re^dences belonging to merchants, profes- 
aoaai men, &c., are splendid in the extreme. 

Besides the established church, and Scotch kiik, 
there are various other places of worship, for almost 
every sect; and members of the Jewish persuasion 
are unusually numerous in Kingston. Notwith- 
standing, however, that this great city may truly 
be denominated the Lfflidon of Jamaica, in every 
©ther respect, it is not the seat of government. This 
honour has be«i awarded to St. Je^ de hi Vega, 
commonly called "Spanish Ibum," aa inland place, 
about thirteen miWs distant; and as the grand ceurts 
are held there, of which we shall have occasion 
h^eafter to speak jffetty frequently, it may not be 
amiss to frimish a transient account. The road frran 
Kingston to Spanish town is almost entirely upon a 
dead level, consequently the town hes low, and, 
being oa a a&oAy soil, is insupportably hfA. The 
govammest residence, (termed "-the kinff's home,") 
is a magnificent boUding, occupying oae whole side 
of a large quadrangle. Standing with youi^ back to 
this noble mansion, on the left of the square is the 
ft^etary's office, where i^ oouTeyaDces aod other 
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deeds (to be legal) must be recorded, Bod a variety 
of other public edi&ces. Here, also, meets the eye, 
a superb statue of Admiral Lord Rodney, who 
obtained a complete fictury over the French fleet; 
commanded by Count de Grasse, which was said t« 
be destined for the c^ture ef Jamaica. This glo* 
riovs event took place on the 12th <^ April, 1782. 
The right ^de is occupied by a handsone pile, cf 
recent erection, and appropriated to government 
purposes ; while the fttmt, (yppoaite to the king's 
house, comprises the court-houee, grand and petty 
jury, and a variety of other rooms up stairs, and 
innumerable publto offices fill up the lower depart- 
ment. In this iqiper range, there are el^ant 
apartments allotted to the bouse of assembly ; and 
here, also, are held all the balls, and other pubhc 
entertainments. There are many s[4«Ddid edifices 
in the town and neighbourhood, possessed, for the 
most part, by gentlemen of the l^al or mediod 
professions, and in some cases by government offi- 
cers or onrntry proprietors. This town is, neverthe- 
less, by no means a deurable residence, as it is 
almost impoesible for one who haa not endured the 
temperature, to coBceive its iisual intensity of heat. 
The markets are not so well supplied as Kingston, 
but it is always possible to procure romeihinff; 
notwithstanding meat will not keep tw^ty-feur 
hours; and siich is the hospitality throughout the 
island, that it is not easy for a strai^^er to know 
otherwise than that the greatest abundance pre- 
vails; indeed, pioiusicm is frequently disjJayed, It 
is, however, a complete' ^e^o/ atmosphere, as, in 
general, three out of four individuals to whom you 
nay be intiqduoed, are members of that poies^im, 
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in BOBie bFanch oi eiktet. Even tbe veiy negro aer-* 
vaols l)ec(we i^PiiliK irith the law phra^a, and 
oometiioea respootl to your inquirieB, with p»feot 
office tflnas, ^i^ io Utte official language, imitating, 
at t]ie same time, tbe air, tone, or gesture of a chief 
jii^ce, assistant judgo, or b^ristei. 

SpaJfisb Town a^ODnds in lodgin^liDUfiea e£ 
every description, Irom the highest to the lowest; 
Wjd hy furni^ng aeoommodatioa to the great influx 
t^ juryman, suitws, witoeeses and other visitors, 
who must attasd the three grand courta held in 
. Febpuary, June, and October, a great deal of njoney 
is made by the prE^ekffs, who are usually womfin 
(rf oqIdut. Eviii lodgiog'house is a species of boiBl, 
wd any thing may be procured that the town 
Hfivrds; many of Ae pn^iiet4S3 of th^n even take 
ont licences to rettdl liqoois. 

After this tempoiaiy digreown, we most resume 
tbe f(»mer subject, aiid ctmader ourselYes as having 
bean rdled along the level road back to Kingston, in 
our friend's gig, or some hired vehicle, where we find 
the captaJB has discharged whatever portion of his 
cargo was ommpied to Kingston, and already 
jweived such as may have been entrusted to him 
fat his Doxt port; having, besides, not only made hia 
clearance at the custwDihouse, Iwt actaally drop- 
ped down to Fort Royal No difficulty (s delay 
now arrises, and with the next tide, the vessel is 
•een (wind permitting) silwitly stealing oat of Pwt 
Soyal HarbcHir, and is very soon gently ^diog 
down the south ade of the island, having passed the 
vde^ of Portland Race, where the conflex of wa- 
t^s invariably causes a troubled sea for a few 
JQliles. The admirer of nature's work, has now no 
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IsUure for oiigbt else than to fsut lua eyas in Joyom 
gags oa kei vast vfviiety of bewtties. The diver- 
sity of scenery ^lopg this shore will funush meb 
aa indiviijual with ample pecoII^)eBce for a^ay iscoa- 
veqieoces he vtoy have eadaiei during the early 
or previous poitipn of lijs voyage, At obb moment 
bis astonished seises 1)eccHae o^wwhelmed by thp 
m^esttc boldness of a &tiq>eodotis bluff, ap^armUy 
uiaccessible, and calculated merely to form a 
jrevidence for the ipDumerable aquatic birds thst 
seem playfully to welqooie the vest's naw tp- 
pro^ch; at apother, the behplder inay s^ate his 
yisi^l argaas on a jjBgwftc^ijt low lawd aOfma, 
where the golden cape harvest yields tp the sharp 
nuischet, (an itistn^uisiit resembling a sabra, bq^ 
ipore straight,) dei[t»ously bfu^ledby a Urge gwg 
flf the sable iabourws, wfeow Biwy iwlive cwql 
seeips to bid defiance to caf« o; swrow- In the 
adjoijiing pasture (&eld) he probftbly desofies ao 
herd of sleek handsome steers, (oxen,) in fine coa- 
dition for the estate's work, gia^ng i^ to the middle 
in luxuriant Guiuea^grass, die verdant hue of which 
fcmns a most satisiactoiy and pleasing contrast with 
the deep green of the fall plant, now in exuberant 
growth, BuA the rich yelbw of the ripe maize, 
(India com) or the matured sugar cane. 

In pleasing irregularity appear the magnificent 
works of different sugar estates, and the innumerable 
subordinate appendages. Nor can we now overlook 
the hospitable mansions of the various proprietors, 
which from the general open but unostentatious 
style of building adopted, seem to bid the traveller 
welcome ere he approaches the portal. Our reader 
will ere this have perceived, that with a view to 
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place him in the best possible position for speedily 
arriving; at the particular district where the occur- 
rences took place, (of which he will presently peruse 
-an account,) he is now being transported, with all 
dispatch, to the harbourofBlack River,in the parish 
cf St. Elizabeth; between which town and Montego 
Bay, in St. James's, the principal acts of insubor- 
dination arose, that are here recorded. The bays, 
potts, and loadsteds of Salt River, Old Harbour, 
Alligator Pond, Great and Little Pedro, being 
passed, it is very probable the vessel may anchor in 
tiie harbour of Black River, ere sun set; when 
boats push off from the shore, and rarely has a 
passei^r to fix his abode in a lodging^ouse, such 
is the genn^ hospitality of the country. There 
are, however, good acconunodatitm for strangers; 
and they wiU experience every facihty in procuring 
conveyances to whatever property or parish they 
may be destined. 
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CHAPTER III. 

TmM «/* BUul Rwtr — Adfteeat Cotmtry — HMpilalUf— 

•Mode »f Living— AntedoU — Number of Domeetiet rt' 

qvired — Hortte, lUulu, and Cta-riaget — The TrutUt 

Fleet— Mode of TravtUing— Negligence of Negro Bog*. 

The town of BL&ck River is (Uke all others in 
Jamaica) almost entirely built of wood; the bouses 
being in general two stories high, having shops, 
called "stores," and piazzas below, and the dwelling 
house above. To a stranger, the roofs appear 
uncommonly neat, being covered with cedar, bullet 
tree, or broad leaf shingles, all of which soon 
assume a blueish cast, irom the operation of the' 
sun and heavy rains; thereby lesembling the finest 
slates. For theii jalousies and Venetian blinds, 
green is invariably adopted, which, contrasted with 
the yellow stone-colour the exterior of the house 
represents, has a most pleasing effect, giving a 
clean and lively appearance to the buildings, very, 
striking to a new comer. Some, however, display 
great want of taste, in substituting red for stone- 
colour, because the expence is less, but it soon 
becomes dingy and sombre. 

The harbour is too extensive and open to be 
denominated perfectly safe, and the channels from the 
sea to the spot where the merchant -vessels ride, 
for discharging and loading, are rather narrow, but 
they are well known and the pilots good. It abounds 
with excellent fish, and at every season of the 
year, a macaroni (equal to about an Enghsh shiU 
ling) will purchase a fine dish, quite sufficirait for 
-a large ihmily. The country in the immediate 
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vicinity ot Hie bay is low, and principally occu- 
pied by that species of property denominated "a 
penn," answering exactly to our breeding farm in 
&^land, on wluch ore raised fine horses, male^,- 
steers (osen) and other horned cattle, sheep, arid 
pigs. A large portion, hoWever, of the land still 
remains out of cultivation, but produces annually 
Wd spontaneously large quontittes of logwood, Ug- 
nnm-vit« and other hard Woods. There is also much 
morass land (fens or s^^unps) which is quite useless, 
firom the impracticability 6f draining it; the level 
being betow that ot the efea. Principally it is 
through this kind of covrntfy tbbt the river runs, 
from vhich the town derives its name, and than 
which no greater blessing could have been bestowed, 
as it is navigable fol iibmense boats, c^ed " h»t~ 
gays," fiff many miles tip. By this means, and in 
these boats, the whole bf the si^ai, rum, and other 
produce, is conveyed frotn the estates in the interior 
down to the wl«^ fmd shipping, with safety and - 
expeditiffli. 

On entering Black River Harbour, the inland 
prospect to the left is bounded by a line of tofty 
hills, beantifiilly wooded, and plei^ingly studded 
with residences. In front, the land being extremely 
level, the more elevated mountains of the interior 
bursting on the view, present a magnificent de- 
scription of scenery. On the right, nothing can be 
more impodng or splendid, than the stupendous 
Santa-Cruz mountains, now seen in cultivated gran- 
deur, tiie principal sununit of which can boast of 
being neariy two-thousMd feet aboVe tlie levd of 
the sea. 
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the avenge |iWMage to Jamaica beihg about 
Inx -weeks, it seldom occurs dM gtroAgers do not 
fenn in that tune a suffident scquaiBtance with 
SOAie fdtow^paBsenger, to cause his iotFoductioli to 
-me of the classee of stici^ty. If in the genteel rank, 
be will find the following remarks Correct What- 
evfir may here have been teci>rded of die natural 
tendency to extravagance, which fiffmetly ■ptedomi-' 
sated in the West India character, ^ must tdlow, 
that "bad timet and wttoward eteOitt' have eDtirely 
robbed him of any cledm to that peoiliinr propensity. 
No doubt, it most be de«ned a melioratioR, fn he 
still retains the more valuable qualifications bf, and 
inclination to, hospitidity and kindness. An in* 
troduction to one respectable family in a pazish, 
may truly be considered a pas^po-t to the whcdet 
provided Hie visitor's conduct itild reputation go 
hand in huid with the pre9(^bed ndes of propriety 
and decorum. If otherwise, he has no one to blame 
but himself, if he retri^ades from the place he 
mi^t have held. 

The mode of living, too, is quite coflgenial with 
the strai^r'a feelings, wbateva may have been his 
motive for making the voyage. All restraint and 
cold fonufdity is exploded. Mewses, vehicles, and 
Servants are at his disposal. Few, very few, ac- 
tually reside in the towns; fw almost every mer- 
chant, medical, legal, of other practitioner, has what 
he calls tis "penn," wfait^ is a comf(Htabie, and 
often a handamie establishment, (particularly ne&r 
KingstMi mid Sp^sh Town,) a ^ort distance out 
of town. In the Country, of course, we find the 
habitations of proprietors (sometimes denominated 
pkmtersj uf eatates> penns, and phintatioiis. The 
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vealthier classes, near the large towns, entertain 
sumptuously; but as this is not the general mode ot 
living, let the mwe moderate country gentlem^ 
whatever may be his occupation, demonstrate the 
customary movements gf the Jamaica proprietor. 
It is seldom that most of the family do not mount 
their horses very soon after daybght, and take that 
Eecreative excercise till between seven and eight 
Sometimes, during the subsequent hour, the family 
and guests assemble to momiHg prayer; after which 
comes the breakfast, at about nine, and even in a 
moderate family that meal would astonish a stran- 
ger. The lady and her daughter, or some friend, 
preside over the tea, codee, and chocolate. The 
table is covered with dishes, containing deUcious 
mealy yams, and probably some mashed with milk - 
and butter, pat up in shapes. Cocoa, roasted and 
boiled, roast plantains, and sometimes potatoes. Hot 
rolls, toast, cassade cakes, and sweet potatoe. AIL 
this is ctUled " bread land." A steak, chop, or stew, 
generally finds its place before the host, while in 
the centre a cold ham or tongue takes its station. 
The intermediate spaces are occupied by small neat 
dishes of deviled fowl or duck, boiled salt herring, 
broiled salmon, or some such dainty dish. This 
repast concluded, at which the amusements and oc- 
cupatioDS of the day have been decided, each 
repairs to the avocation he has chosen. A ride 
through the est^e, penn, or plantation, a drive into 
town, a viat to some neighbouring friend, who is to 
be seduced to join the party at dinner, a shooting or 
an angling excursion, generally occupies the male 
division, in whole, or in part, for the niOTning. 
Jieedlework, reading, music, drawing the children. 
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the negro school, or perhaps attended by one or more 
of the gentlemen, a morning visit, without foi- 
mdity, to an acquEuntance in the vicinity, delight- 
firily wiles away the forenoon of some of the party, 
while others are engaged in domestic concerns. At 
one o'clock, second break&st is announced. Here is 
an elegant display of all the country fruits in season : 
pines, melons, mangoes, bananas, oranges, shad- 
docks, Avogada pears. Sec, are tastefully mingled 
with neat dishes, prettily garnished, of cold chicken, 
sliced ham, a tongue, pickled salmon, cray-fish, &c., 
with a suitable display of bread kind, marmalade, 
and preserves. 

After this, each returns to his or her previous 
occupation, until three or four o'clock, when it is 
customary to retire to dress for dinner. The reader 
should here be apprised, that as no carpets are used 
in the West Indies, aU the Aoors are beautifully 
polished, hy occasional rubbings with woollen cloths, 
saturated with wax and moistened with Seville 
orange juice. At this time the little tribe of black 
girls make their enlree and commence operations, 
the dust having been previously swept out by an 
elder domestic. A dressing bell generally rings one 
hoilr previous to dinner, and another at the moment 
the meats are being dished. When the company 
again assemble, all is bright and clean, for no 
maht^any, with a French polish, can assume a finer 
face than the bullet-tree and blood-wood floors 
exhibit after this operation; indeed, they are some- 
times so slippery, as to require the utmost caution 
from any one unaccustomed to them. 

Shortly after the tinging of the second bell, a 

fixitman announces the dinner. It will probably 

c 
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appeal extraordinaty to Europeans, that, in so torrid 
a climate, the hottest and most piquant soups are an 
invariable appendage to a Jamaica dinner; but it is 
the case,, and many of the inhabitants would not 
conceive they had dined, if this dish were wanting 
Fiah ajso is seldom absent. The rest of the meal 
will accord with, a handsome one in this our cool 
country;, but tjie pastiy and dessert aie in pro- 
fiision at some tables. It is seldom that port or 
sherry is drant, as they are considered too heavy. 
The common, wines are Madeira, hock, and claret. 
Little malt Hqpor is used, except, perhaps, a small 
glass with cheese; but the dram-custom, before the 
" sweets," still hplds sovereign sway. 

Hard drinking is now most uncommon. Gentle- 
men sit a moderate time after dinner, then join the 
ladies at coffee, and fill up the evening with music, 
conversation, &c., andnot unfrequently a little dance> 
if the party be sitiiiciently numerous. About ten 
o'clock a bell rings, the domestics attend, £wid the 
party unite in family worship. The host officiates, 
and a hymn is usually sung. The ladies now retire, 
and the male party generally drink a tumbler of 
very weak spirits and water at the sideboard, which 
done, they also retreat quietly to a comfortable bed; 
well brushed out, and fenced from the musquitoes 
by a muslin net, invariably attached to every bed 
for that purpose. 

An anecdote occurs relative to the " musquito 
net" now quite appropriate: two gentlemen from 
England, who had landed rather late from the vessel 
on the first evening of their arrival, and had met with 
a hearty welcome and good cheer from the friend at 
whose house they were to spend the night, were, in 



D,<„r,:^i t, Google 



■ 27 

•due course, shown at the usual time into tbeir bed- 
rooms, where every thing was handsomely arranged, 
■and nothing wanting. The musquito nettings were, 
of course, closely tucked in to keep out the insects; 
but the host had forgotten' to acquaint his guests 
with the mode of entry. Being in separate rooms, 
each puzzled his brain to find out an opening in the 
curtains, but to no effect. Fortunately, there was'a 
door of communication between the two rooms, which 
being opened by one, the other found his companion 
in an equal dilemma with himself. At length the 
junior stranger,' by accident, adopted the right aiid 
only mode, by pulling out a part of the net from 
under the mattress, just enough to admit his body, 
when. he crept into bed, tucked it in ^ain, and 
heartily laughed at his astonished brother in distress, 
who could not be prevailed upon to believe that'so 
uncouth a method of getting into bed, could be the 
true and genteel one, although compelled to adc^t 
it, until assured of the fact by his host on the follow- 
ing morning. 

Such as just now described, was, tiU very lately, 
a sketch of the Jamaica proprietor in his own house ; 
tut, it must be observed, he never allowed visitors 
to interfere witii his plantation duties. Besides 
inspecting the field labourers, at their various em- 
ployments, and the tradesmen (carpenters, masons, 
&a,) at their several departments, he never failed to 
' make frequent visits to the hospital, and to those of 
his people who were indisposed at their own houses, 
carefully administering medicines, or nourishment, 
as required. 

Ere we leave this subject, it may not be amiss to 
■ewDnerate the number of ^domestics . absalutely 
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-toquifed for a moderate sized respectaUe family. 
■Suppose it, then, toconststof the BUm snd wife, two 
. -da^htns and aaon, between tbe ages of twelv&ead 
! twenty, belles two grand-children, between the aiges 
■• of two and fi»ir. For-this fiitnily, there must be bt 
, 'least a waiting man and twoboys, two cooks, two 

- Lonse-women, three or four little girls, -a pantiy- 
' TRHBan, et the Tery least two wa^r-women, amd 
1 probably liiTee; a:man and boy to milk the cowhand 
•attend' ^e stMe, fee; a wonan-and girl forUte 
fowMwuse; a msnand boy forUie garden; amanto 

I'takediargeof, and a boy to look after, the sheep; 
besides the services of what is called the "picka- 
niny ga/ng," twice or three times a day, to fetch 

.' £i>ni tJie ruinate land bundies of wild vine, called 
" hoffiUp," which is, in fact, a species of convolvulas, 
and is principally the food on which a drove of 

' hl^ is BupportM. AU'tliis is entirely rindependent 
'Ofthe labour of the fidd'^iat^, who are empk>yed 

- for'Diany days in the y^ar preparing ground &a, akd 
planting, com, yams, cocoas, plantains, and - other 

'gRMmd'pTDvisions for boose use. 

The reader will, no doubt, om^der tlas an enor- 
.-^stOBs establishment for' a latnily in the 'middle 
:-apbereof life; but he will recdlEct, that a Wast 
~(I«diR familymuBt live within theiBselves. -There 
.< areiAo ^ops, where' Bititdes oan be porcbas^ atwiy 
'•tiine, near his residmce; and probably 'nmny are- 
•tdemHlUed from twenty to thirty nuks fiom any 
.^tewn'wiiatsoever. He has also very (rften<to mid 
.ifiNiEly ttatdiaeafKe' for his letters; and also forfais 
weekly supply of beef; besides, he has not, 'dy hmo, 
"■tte services of any tK^roon Saiardm/ or Smday, 
vcosraeqnently hefis^m^^ted tomake thmi^«kM|;i;- 
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vitlieiKli others one puty taking theit Satuiday aad} 
'SuoAaj, and the«tb^ rsmving twodaysduring't^- 
eMUiiog week, in pa3rmeot for the tw« they rsHuined' 
isitheir master's iioose. These intem^tioiia, addedi 
to the time they tahe in returning to their v/mk, th«t 
day after thepajrment' has heen.madej deprives thet 
mmter of a connd^able pTi^nrUcatof hia dcmaesticK'- 



Independent of these regular servants i 
-^edfied, there are invaiibly a few littie [ 
abeat every house, sodb or daughters of a steadjA 
waitii^ man, or of a weU behaved cook or hcHUe-. 
-wwnant who get thems^ves - insinuated by somei 
means or ether, and are seen employedin Bweep*^ 
iBgout the fowl-yard, helping the cook, ideaning thai 
ikbives and forks, or drawii^ the cart and h{iree<o£ 
^' young maaaa" OT " Utde TMsaai." Such juvenilar 
urchins'Vay-sooD evince in their counteBanow, tlife* 
change intheirmodeofUving; they become fat^slee^t: 
and shinyj always appearing in good humour, aadt 
frequentiy dancing, in a most grotesquemanner, fee 
the amusement of the youtldiil part of the fuuily. 

"We must not omit to mention that ev«rys 
young lady has her own private waiting maid^ 
solely employed by herself. They are, generally>. 
good sempstresses, and clever in their paiiiculac 
departments. Of all these servants, however, ih 
must be remarked^ that probably not more than twft 
W" three' are entirely fed by the omier; altiiough;, 
fiteia the heat of liie climate, few of the dit^c* 
Iftft at dinner' can remain for thomojaow. There ioi 
always aboodaoce tO' he distributed, and this ia 
pflr&mned by either the head waiting-man, or th» 
jnost trustworthy woman in the kitchenj Aaevery*. 
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one is thus fully awaie of his or her particular 
department, in a house well managed, it prevents 
the slightest inconvenience from occurring to the-i 
heads, however unexpectedly a party of visitors 
may arrive. The kindness with which they are 
met, can only be equalled by the friendly entertain- ■ 
ment they receive: themselves, their servants, and 
quadrupeds, invariably find a cordial welcome and • 
substantial fare. 

For the above femily, there must be both a phaet(»k - 
and a gig, which are always of the lightest de- ' 
scription. At any rate, four good draft-horsesr 
besides one riding horse, with trappings complete, 
jbr every member of the family ; a mule for each 
servant boy, and ■ two or three spare ones to carry 
sumpter-saddles for the conveyance of luggage,', 
whenever the family makes an excursion from home. 
Gn such occasions, a number of women are seen 
moving along the road, smartly dressed, each carry- 
ing on her head a large band box, or hght trunk, 
and also something of little weight in the hand. 
These are articles that would be injured by being 
Str^iped on the smnpter-saddle, and commonly have 
a' canvas covering by way of a guard from rain. 
As this party of carriers seldom separate on the ■ 
journey, it is not inaptly termed "tJie trvnk fleet'' 
Having said that every member of a family must 
}Lave his or her own riding horse, it becomes ex- 
pedient to explain that there is no parish in Jamaica- 
devoid of mountains, on the sides, or even summits - 
of which are generally built the proprietor's re- 
sidence, principally for th& sake of the cool climate,, 
but also in consequence of the expansive view 
liereby gained. 
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h then becomes obvious, fifaould there be niiiilh 
extent of lowland between the dwelling tif a geiN 
tlemao rending in one mountain, and ^t of 'his 
Iriend on another, the lowland tWivelling On horse- 
back would be too fatiguing fortbe iewtiiles; they 
therefore ride down theii own b^l, where a 'sffrviiA 
waits below with a vehicle to drive ih(^ fo 1<he 
foot of the other. A boy follows the carriage with 
their nags, which ihey mount to ascend the hill 
where their friend's house is situated. 

" The trunk Jieet" is supposed always to start ere 
daylight, as before breakfast is invariably the time 
for travelling, but is generally seen winding up the 
hill just in time for the visitors to dress for dinner, 
should the distance be gieat or the weather bad. 
It must be here understood, that this description of 
visit is notfor a dJnner.or for a day or two, but very 
frequently for weeks. Sometimes the carriage has 
to return, in consequence of the roads being moun- 
tainous and inaccessible. This is extremely incon- 
venient, because it compels the horses to do double 
work ; but is famous sport for the negro, who now 
has all his own way with the vehicle and horses, 
and can take his time, or hurry the animals, as he 
pleases. The roads, too, are a fine excuse, should 
he choose to loiter; for, in the country parts, unless 
you risk the springs of your chaise, more than any 
prudent man would be inclined to do, there is no 
possibility of proceeding for any distance at a quicker 
rate than six or seven miles an hour. Fortunately, 
however, the climate is in favor of the animal; for 
if the groom has only the common humanity to rub 
the horse down for a few minutes, he may turn him 
into the pasture with perfect impunity, and there is 
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no fear of colds, cramps, &c., ae in this country; 
but some boys are bo cruel, and, withal, so lazy, as 
to drive the horBes to the field, as soon as the har- 
ness is taken off, thereby risking the life of perhaps 
a most valuable beast, merely to avoid a few mo- 
ments trouble to himself; but that he has done so. 
will never be confessed. 
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CHAPtER IV. 

TA* Nagro^Hit Ortjfin a»d CtmtUry—Faett rtgttr^^ 
JSmwjr— JIiiM Skipt—Imfonation—Deteripti^ti 4>f the 
Afirifn Haee—Ckarmctar wiM( Baina—Rmpi af meM- ^ 
O^hMufiflktTtimtSamle, PtmHtim, #<HM, mK 
SMUmmU—OiriMU Amm tf PUem—lttfra Htmrn, 
6reit»A, G*nkmt, xxf Stock — Marriafet — Ntffro 'Idtn 
^ Freedom-~Ettintat«d Vaku, and JOt^irmMtioit rf Imte 
Ttart — SviriaU — Aneeidt — Neyro Property — Riat-t- 
vayi — Anedote. 

As jret, litUe has been mentuned reUjive to the 
jiegre cbtTw^er, that would ftoni^ the reader with 
a {KK^per idea of tbe being wko«e acts lie is about ID 
find reoDTded. The time is aaw amved &x 0^ 
infbimation. ABisthistnusifStdietf^itisaeedless, 
^^id woold be ^perSttous, to fKti/saiatixe yea0 
Kod noidte* suffice to Bay, tktit er& siaae tbe year 
16$5, irben Great Britain cammcnoed a f)enDaBeAt 
settlement of the West India Cd^cwies, ibe alav*- 
tnde lenudned in fiiU force until its abdition in the 
ysEir 1807. Dunng this ittunense epaee of timf, 
imnimieiablea^roee vete brought, by the Banctjmi ni 
govenm^rat, frpm tke ooaat of ^AlHc?., and setUed 9b 
.tite dtl&icnt propefttet then .^wmiog in the West 
India Iflkads. As: emtneous repwts have been 
ia^utiuwly pn)pag«ted,j<^tive to th« situation ^f 
Ihe negto at tie time he come iato pofleessioa of thp 
/Swopean, his tiefttment on the occaKWi. and his 
subsequent eofieiiags, it «eemB quite consistent with 
^intention of this publication, that these wilfully 
exaggerated Etatemenlx ahoidd be corrected, «i)4 
&ctaiaid:(¥eii. Pages have been written in paio- 
c5 



34 

pUets, tracts, and newspapers, and much without 
the slightest foundation, enuineiating the horrid 
cruelties perpetrated by the whites, whilst entrap- 
ping the poor African in his native country — by 
dragging him from his pv^nts, or hig wife and 
children; the m eans used to Lure him into their toils; 
the savage barbarity with which he was subsequently 
treated on board the vessel, where so many were 
crammed tt^ether, as scarcely to admit of one half 
arriving at the place of destination, and various other 
horrid narratives unnecessary to be detailed. It is not 
proposed to deny that cruelties were practised in 
Borne of the slave vessels employed inthe traffic; nor 
is it to be contradicted, that, in some instances, 
negroes may have been clandestinely obtain^ ; but it 
19 asserted, and the information is gained from the 
'most authentic sources, that the following is the 
■actual and ostensible method by which slaves were 
procured from the African slave-merchants by the 
captains or sopercai^oes of the vessels engaged in 
the trade while it lasted. . 

The Africans are a race of mortals divided into 
countless tribes. Each tribe takes the name of the 
district or country which it inhabits ; such as Caago, 
Wawee, Nago, Eboe, Corromentee, Papa, &c. &c. 
Among these tribes there are various petty chie&, 
holding absolute power over the particvlar party 
or section he commands. From their wandering 
^and licentious mode of life, inveterate feuds arise, 
which terminate in deadly encounters. As they 
possess neither means nor inclination to subsist 
more than their own clan, whatever portion, on either 
Bide, escape with their lives, but are captured, were 
m former days sacrificed in due form on th« 



I , Google 



36 

following moining, by way of reward and compensa- 
tion to the idol or deity, the conquerors considered as 
having given them the victory. This indisciiminate 
immolation ceased, as soon as it was known that 
white men would give a value in trinkets, weapons, 
cloth, and other articles, for the prisoners. Thus, ' 
instead of murdering, and in most cases, devouring 
their fellow-creatuies, (for the Corromenteea and 
many other na^ns are AjUkropophagi,') they carried 
them in bonds to the coast, and there received a 
boon for having thus abstained &om the commission 
of a revolting crime. If the purchase of these beings, 
.so providentially snatched from a baibarous death, 
could constitute sin, then the government have it to 
answer for, who not only sanctioned the traffic, but 
made it compulsory on every settler to possess 
himself of a certain number of African labourers 
according to the extent of his property; this, poiirt 
is not, however, here to be discussed. The negroes 
thus obtained were carried over to the islands, and 
eventually sold to the planters. It frequently 
happened, that families of two, three, or even four 
individuals, were found to be among the cargo of 
slaves; and, in, such cases, they were almost always 
purchased hy the sameperson, for the sake of interest 
as well as humanity, although this wellJuiown fact 
has been denied by the enemies of the colonies; 
and little or no work was expected or exacted from 
any of them, until they became accustomed to the 
climate, and somewhat conversant with the language 
of the inhabitants. 

Years being now elapsed since the importation of 
slaves was suspended, it is a very erroneous idea to 
suppose that most of them are A&icans. Should 
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a correct cettsos be taken at tiie present tune, snd 
the black population propefly classified, it is more 
than probable that nine-tentlis would be found to be 
^Creoles. Certain it is, that, in some properties of 
considerable extent, there are not more than four or 
ftre Africans out of two or three hundred slaves. In 
fonoing a judgment of the aegro character, it is- 
neitter fiiir nor possiUe to de<sde, after a few months 
resid^ice among them, as many have done; and 
this has caosed t}ie false o[Hniona that now exist 
ctRicnmng tibat race tbrot^faoat our own country. We 
are weU aware tlmt the ofispringof ptoeots habitually 
vicioas, frequently fi^ow them in their evil iB<di- 
naticais. In like manner, no one would feel ambitious 
to purchase a BEuagossa cok, so long as the sire's 
repnt^m roiaaiaed BulHed, and notorious tor vice. 
The wand^ng and jnredatory life led by this sable 
race in their own country, must be C(Hi»d«ed as 
inimical to every good feeling, and thus formed 
the breast into anuisery of wickedness. With neiUier 
the light of religion, nor the laws of morality, as a 
gwde, the heffiTt became a receptade fcr all corrupt 
{maeiona, and the haitg thus constituted, was 
transported to the West Indies, with the additional 
untoward feelbg of injury ranklii^ in his bosom 
against his supposed oppressors. 

Anegro of the present day is somewhat adiflerent 
being. From his intercourse with the white people, 
and his altered mode of life, he has gained an 
acuteness of perception, and a clearness of judgment, 
little inferior to many of his lighter coloured brethren; 
but he still retains, to ui awrmous extent, a 
powerfid inclination to subtlety, suUenness, and 
indolence. His ^lindpal wish and ambition for 



freedom is, that hs m&y Hce a life of iiSenesa. 
Erra careless of the morrow, he looks but fw the 
gratifioriHni of to-day. A great many have for 
years been deemed trust-worthy; but the innujner- 
able instances of treachery, from such individuals, 
devdoped daritig the course of the " Baptist insur- 
rection," as they titemselres adl it, have for evec 
depriyed the race of a title to that virtue: The negro 
is seldom actire in his master's irork; because he 
only considers it fair that he should save himself 
fsft his own when his master's hours are expired. 
He tbii^ nothing tA the most bare-^iced falsehood, 
aikd is extremely plau^Ue in }ss statements and 
excuses. Those of the hous^old may be deemed 
deanly; bat the generality are otherwise. It is 
not true that they are fond and kind parents ; on 
the contrary, they generally care little for their 
ofTspring, otherwise than as a screen from labour : 
a few sc^itary exceptions may be found. A mis- 
taken idea ivevails, that negroes have always fine 
white and even teeth; this must have originated in 
the contrast between the teeth and the skin.forthere is 
po class of beings on earth whose dental o^ans are so 
unsound, uneven, and soon lost, whidi is occasioned 
by an inordinate propensity for sweets, hot peppers, 
tobacco, and spirits, at all hoars of the dayandnight. 
Every thing is carried on tiie head, and it is 
astwishing ^at immense loads tiiey will convey 
for a great distance; ftom eighty to one hun- 
dred pounds of their own yams or cocoas is net 
unusual to be taken to market. When we say their 
own, we mean that in their possession; because, 
whether grown on their own ground, or stolen froin 
their master, it is still deemed their own, particularly 



in (he ^cle of com, as the following anecdote 
will prove : A ptoprietoi, who had been but a few 
weeks in the island, observing that much of his 
Indian cotq had been stolen, reprimanded the 
watehnuks, and threatened to punish him if he 
permitted further depredation.. The negro, with. the 
greatest non chalance, immediately thus addressed 
the master: "Massa please, massa no know de way 
of dis country yet ; when massa been longer wid me, 
massa will know how denL dibide de crop of com." 
"How, sir! what do you meaal" said the master: 
" do you suppose I will allow my corn to be stolen 
when I go to the expence of putting a watchman ia 
the corn piece to protect it ? '' " No, massa, me no 
mean dat," replied the plausible fellow; " but me 
tell massa, for true, bow dem share de com. Massa 
plant de com wid him niggah (negro.) Massa cleau 
it well, bumbye, corn begin to get ripe, and bird 
take for him share. Niggah keep always taking 
for Mm share. Den, when quite ripe, massa take 
what is left^r him share!" 

Like the white person, a negro is of vaxious size 
and shape, and the countenance varies considerably ; 
but, of course, the flat nose and. thick lips in almost 
all aie striking features.. Hi a employment is so 
diyersified, that it would be inexpedient to state 
further, than that he does all the work of the estate, 
the plantation,, and the penn. 

It may be well here to explain that these pror 
perties are denominated estates, where the sugar, 
rum, and molasses are produced. Tiie plantation 
is a more general term, and comprehends those on 
which are cultivated coffee, pimento, ginger, cotton, 
arrow-root, and other minor products.- The penn. 
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answers exactly to oar breeding farm, as on it are 
bred horses, mules, steers, {i. e. oxen^) and all kinds 
of stock, and from which the butcher is supplied 
with fiit cattle for the market There is also 
another description of jHoperty, called a settlement, 
which may be merely a residence; or it may pro- 
' duce, to a trifling extent, all the articles cultiTated' 
on the plantation. On most of these possessions are 
£>und either Ic^wood, fustic, lignum-vits, or ebony. 
Jxi some of the mountain lands, cedar is in abund- 
ance; and there is no scarcity of mahogany, or other 
valuable timber, suitaUe to , almost every purpose 
reqmred. 

Where every body has a right to name his re- 
sidence as he pleases, it is not extraordinary that 
some ludicrous appellations should occasionally be 
Tnet with. Thus we see the property of one, who 
■has earned his money in the employment of a car- 
penter, called Axe and Adze. ' He, who has spent 
the early part of bis life at sea, and subsequently 
become possessed of a comfortable settlement, will 
-denominate it Main-top,- The man of letters, who 
enjoys pleasing recollections of his collie life, resides 
at either Oxford, or Cambridge. He, whose favorite 
■etnpli^anent is a ramble with his d(^ and gun, will 
be satined to date his letters from no place but 
•SpOTtxmaiis HaU. The swain, who can never 
^sufficiently tax his memny with the name of her 
from whom perhaps grim death alone has for ever 
separated him, feeds his imagination with melan- 
tltxAy pleasure, by designating his residence Mount 
•Ehsdbeth, or Catherine HaU. And that man, who 
'■deems it important that so renowned a name as the 
jme he (probably by chance) possegses, should be 
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% ^m fK^eUlMed, will net, be^tete to make 
iie paspetty "bieaiit aiso; ihis we£caia.J)r.u mm m ti 
Lodf^e, a Riiey% a Mowti Vemen, -a V»i0ia)t'e 
. Meld, ^c As to t^ Mount Pleftsasts, The K«tBD>- 
mexte, X^e Contento, X^ FrieEtds^e, Tke f^sm- 
^aets,«adrbeRetrea3«, they axe iBQumenbte. B«t 
^ mast. uAcoudi a« geiteinUy «u(^ fta are ct ni 
t£iiedJ}ytlie sable i««e,«4alttve aduesed aiffii^eiit 
fiutds to purchase a fmaU tub «f land asA itiaa. K 
settlement. Axaong others eipMlly ^aq|tq, «e 
Actually &nd, ^e TkanJ^ul, Ckmatfyy go to, 2}y Se^ 
i^ Cottage, Jiog JioU, Came Bee, Try all, Mwt-'a-v>^g 
Bay, ^c. and many others equally extiaon^awcy. 

A negro turns out to his waik |}y dayli^^ is the 
loenung, being summoned by tliree cracks of t^ 
driver's whip : tliis isstrumeiit is now abo^sbe^ «ai 
Mb been ibr awne time, for any uses but as a uifax 
stitute &)t a laboiu bell, and ag an «inbleia-^ offiofc 
£>r the bead man. He proceeds Imsurely to wbece 
its employment lies, and aoBuneacee w^i wkt Us 
icranpauiMis^ Tbe oocdts ta every gaog ^Bepaee ^ 
brealdast for eac^ laboorer. At fAeat tune o'^das^ 
the whip ctacte, and all «i^y tbeir IseaJcfast, tmA 
rest till tbe whip again soiudSj abont t«i o'dodi, te 
wwk: at half jpast one the ecMioh«bellK ][4swe, m 
a ffignal for dina», and two hours' re(3«atian is naif 
Allowed; at t^ e^oiatiou of ^hich, the ^lell ig 
liaard again, and the w(»Jicoati(iiies tiU,iititriydiialb 
when all retum to their suppers and bed. 

It probably is not genewdly inown, th«t ■WMy 
negro has his housie, large or aeaaU, on the pioptxty 
to wluch he belengs, .with a good sized gaidsn ad.- 
joiiung. This is 4^t^ erected by fmnself, but wiii 
eTery assistance &en his saeter, tod CQiisisiG of .fioB 



D,<„r,:^i t; Google 



41 

one to four, or even live to six rooms. Posts are 
finnly fixed in tlie ground, at a distance of three 
feet from each other; between these it is wattled, 
(similar to lathing,) and plastered with mortar, oc 
good clay ; the top is well covered with tluttch, and 
made perfectly weather tight. Some are uncom- 
monly well furnished, and have hanging lamps. 
The garden is only a ho?ne concern, for a few yams, 
cocoas, peas, &c., when want of leisure, or a fit of 
laziness, prevents his going to the large ground; as, 
at a liUle distance, but usually on the same property, 
each n^ro hu what is called "hi* ground." There 
IB no limit to the extent of this piece of land ; and 
some negroes, who are industrious, cultivate from 
a rood to on acre, or even more, changing to a new 
spot as the old ground gets poor. Much money ii 
made, by a Meady negro, iiom the sale of provisions, 
tobacco, and corn produced in his ground; also by 
the rearing of poultry and pigs. Some are allowed 
to keep cattle and sell the produce annually; and 
a few obtain permission to possess a horse, which 
enaUes thran to convey their produce to market in 
huge quantities. 

In former days, anegro marriage was never heard 
of; but now, it is by no means an uncommon occur- 
rence. When a couple make up their minds to a 
matrimonial connection, the permission of the mas- 
ter is applied for, and immediately granted. The 
sanction, in writing, being produced to tbe minister, 
all necessary forms are gone through, relative to 
asking in church, &c., and a day fixed, when the 
union takes place. Friends are invited, and the 
vsnal ceremonies and festivities condude the busi- 
ness. ' Ob these occasions, the master and mistress 
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genera&j ccmbnbute, if the in^vidu&ls toe frordiy 
c^dKu; indulgeBce, WhBtiever it occurs neat a Ho> 
xavian BeCtlemeQt, llie minister, if a^«d, niVari^Ay 
lieifOTtnsthedQtyjititlHmtfeeorr&frard. Tbewhole 
pwty receive from the proprkftw a glaas "of vnnt 
-«adb, to drink ^stoaet, "May thean^feeiiiamed, 
aod moneoj BaaythemaFiit^dbeha^y.andlongso." 
FrevioiB 10 matrijacmy hecemmg at aU gaaeia\ 
among tiie i]cf;ioes, a vonky and pieuB oouple, the 
owncis of a &ie oofiee jdanlatiGD, m a «cmtlwvn 
parisk, were extready deeawBs of :i)nmiiii|Mg illl 
institution, and adojrted aM proper ia«tB3 &t tlflet 
piu^se, by plaisly pdntiug oKt to tile people, the 
ctnieequences of 1^ sin^ life they wvm leadii^, 
«ud afTording every enoowragement to sDdi«s,«ftor 
due ojDsideration, oould make xep tbeir Dands ts 
eobfT the Ixdy 81«te. A length of tiwe lapsed et« 
ft sin^e ^amdi^te came ibrwaid; at last, one piar 
put in their cfadm to the promised tndulgeaces, 
Stating ithar w^imgness to beoome man and wife. 
Hie pmdeBt raistzess, altfaoag^ re^iced ta see a 
comaeooeineHt, feit it her doty ,to postpone the 
ceremony, until she could be convinced that the 
feeUng;s of the indivldaals were sodi towards eadt 
other as to wairant a fair prospect of a fiivoui- 
aUe resuU- They were daily instructed in the 
various responnbUi ties of the married state, and the 
oonsequenceB of a deviation from their duty clearly 
shown. We^s of this probation and preparation 
passed; and, when deemed fit subjects, a day was 
fixed for the uiuon in due form. It will readily be 
supposed, that neither master nor mistress ^ad been 
backward in preeents, by way of encoura^ment to 
those who were about to be united, and as an 
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incitement to have associates to follow so good an> 
example. The day arrived, and at the appointed, 
hour every thing was ready for the performance of, 
the ceremony, but fnovetUkeJ no bride made her 
appearance. The forlorn bridegroom expressed him- 
self quite ready and willing to perform hts contract,: 
and could not account foi the absence of his in- 
tended. Messengers were sent in search of her, but 
eihewas nowhere to be found: at length they dis- 
covered her, concealed in an obscure comer of the 
property, with a determination, fixed and immoveable,: 
to continue her former mode of life, giving, as a: 
reason for such resolution, that she had Uved with the 
man for many years, in peace and comfort, without 
being married, and that she felt quite certain, if 
they were thus tied together, not to be separated, 
he would beat and ill-treat her, and they would be 
Biisenible. No entreaties, no persuasions, no pro- ■ 
testations, oh his part could prevailion her to.alter 
her detenninafion. • 

In the preceding remarks respecting houses, &c.' 
it win be borne in mind, that negroes of fair character 
are more particularly alluded to; but there are a 
great many who possess neither house nor ground,, 
pig nor poultry, and have scarcely a shirt to their 
backs — such may be termed " Ike scum" of each: 
property. Their habits are vicious; ^id their ideas 
gross and depraved in the extreme. They shun 
their work, rob their master and their companions 
with impunity, and would not so much as erect a 
" wig-wam " to rest in at night; but skulk about, 
and ^eep under trees, or in the hut of any one that 
will afford them shelter. They are constantly found 
in the hospital, aiOicted with some inveterate sore. 
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-DTilaathgotoe disease: on the cure bding' e^ctedt' 
oeiUier threats, ^itjeaties, nor even indulgenoet oa&' 
iadnoe an improreiDent in their chamctei of mods* 
■at living. The- sun rises, not to brighten, bat to> 
Hchibit the ssme dull, lazy, dirty-ktoking- aiuaial> 
sneaking to- the fi^d, invariably behind' the rent; 
sad only sets, to hide his ptofligaJ^ asA neiarious^ 
aotioos fromtkne he is about ta plunder. 

As r^ardsfreedomi their ideas can be better jndgedi 
of by what fell from one of themselves, than ibom. 
any opinions we can form. A conversation on the* 
aabject, sometime previoas to the rebeUion actually 
tAking plaoe^ the particulars are aa follow:— One 06 
die ovTB^Ki of a large pensg in the paii«h of St. 
BSizabeth, once' met a- mulatto slave belangiiig tai 
the property near the bridge ac Black River, wba 
bwe an excellent character, and had realised ai 
considerable sum of money by bis various oocupa>K 
tions, as saddler, shoe-^naker, haiiMiutter, uphold 
steter, fidler, and horse-dealer. He had a laifrai 
house, well liimishedi with, a sideboard in Ms 
flininp loom, uid a Grecian, lamp hanging in his^halL 
If a mule, mare, or cow, was to be disposed of byi 
soy other of the'6lav«8, he wms apphed to first, as alb 
knew he had cash always ' by faim. By general 
good conduct he had gained the confidence of his 
master, who, among other questions, put to him tha 
following: — " Now, "William, you have no doubt) 
beard' a great deal lately about tile negroes getlang 
tiieir freedom: I kjK>w you ar« a sensible matt, aad 
canjudge correctly what wotddbeitbe consequence; 
if freedom was granted to every slave indiscrimix 
aately. Tellmei what you think wouldhappen; tell 
me, if you would wi^ it; and what is the opinion of 
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■the neffToes. Do not disguise your sentimeats, fc^ 
there can be no hann in what you nu.y now - say to 
.me," This was his reply: " Massa, de plun trute 
is, if every body make free, some niggah so vile, 
.dat many of we, who hab a httie property, would 
be murdered first, to .get de money and de stock. 
Massa, as for me, I could'nt dare to go over dat 
bridge, beeause dem all know I make money by my 
trades. Next, massa, dem would break and boin 
buckra house, aad murder buckra man while him 
house burning. Den, massa, dem get plenty [of 
ram, dem drink too much, and fight for buckra wife; 
de liquor too trong for dem head, so dem kill each 
odsT, till only few left, .and day run to de woods, 
becuise king of England would send him soldier 
to shoot all de rest. Massa, believe me, dat all 
true." 

With respect to the value of negroes, ^t is.quite 

'impossible to state atiy thing accurate, as the de- 
preciation has been so ra^ud and so enormous. "Fraai 
fifteen to twenty years ago, a good tradesman, 
(mason, carpenter, smith, saddler, &c.) of iair cha- 
lacter and healthy constitution, would have brought 

-fuHn JS180. to jCSOO. currency; an able field male 
Aegroof the above description, from £140. to £170. 

■«iuToncy; a female, from £110. to £130. cunency; 

>fltcnit yMiths and girls, from £70. to £100.; a 
bcalthy ii^nt, about £20. to .£25.; and Usne at 

..inldiior dascnptionr pioportionably lower in price. 

■ J>ariQg the last seven yeaxs, if even a purchanr 

. eould'te-ioaad, one quarter ofthe above aums would 

-not. -have been offered, for the remaik was, Who 

. would buy what is goiQg to be taken awayfor^ibly? 

/'Wibat.a sevcre.puDisboent is here inflicted, on the 
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individual, whose only crime is, the having inherited 
from his forefethers a species of property now deemed 
untenable, by reason of the presumed intellectual 
advances made in humanity. 

It has been supposed by some, and even asserted 
as a fact, that a negro, after 'dissolution, is merely 
thrown into a hole dug by his companions to receive 
his body, which is altogether false. Certain it is, 
that the clergyman is not always expected to per- 
form the duties of burial; because, were this the 
case, the nimiher of divines in each parish must be 
quadrupled at least, and even then. Uie Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge could not supply them 
in sufficient abundance, as the mortality would be 
so great, from the risk of the climate, and the 
labour of the vocation. Every deceased negro is 
' now decently coffined and interred. The funeral 
service is performed by the proprietor or over- 
seer, on the property, and the remains are attended 
to the grave by the friends and relatives of the 
■ departed slave with all due reverence and decorum. 

A white individual, however, was once very 
differently treated, as the sequel of the following tale 
will prove: it was a custom formerly, but very 
properly, of late years, falling into disuse, that every 
person attending a funeral should afterwards remain 
and partake of a meal called second breakfast, but 
which was, in fact, a large dinner. It happened that 
a jovial old gentleman died at his coffee plantation, in 
the Santa Cruz mountains, and a very numerous party 
attended for the ostensible purpose of committing his 
remains with decency to the grave. It was just at 
the period denominated ihe seasons, when heavy 
' luns frequently commence about mid-day, or a little 
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after, and often coatinue till aAer dark. As the 
clergyman had a long distance to come, and was 
be^des rather advanced in years, it was not pos- 
sible to name an earlier hour than twelve o'clock, 
and it was hoped the ceremony at least would be 
concluded ere the rain should fall. Scarcely, how- 
ever, had the procession reached the grave, which 
was at some distance from the bouse, when a tre- 
mendous shower compelled a precipitate retreat. 
Thinking it might soon cease, the corpse was left at 
the grave, (the n^o bearers having absccmded,) 
but it was coveredovepwitha few cloaks, coats, &c. 
Instead of abating, the storm increased; and, after 
waiting a considerable time, it was agreed to take 
the meal first, and thus afford time for the weather 
to clear. As there was no cessation, the party as- 
sembled within by some means entirely forgot the 
the party renuuning if<t//tou^ and night closed upon 
them b^ore U wad recolkcted Hat the burial had 
not takm pla(X> Most of the altendants had, from 
frequent potations, become perfectly obUvioua, and 
nothing could induce a negro at that time of night, 
and during such terrible weatlier, to undertake the 
task of reconveying the corpse into the house. The 
thunder uid lightning, rain and wind, were dreadful, 
and thus the body remained, imtil the following 
morning, when clearer weather, and dearer heads, 
enabled the cleigjrman to perform the duty, in 
presence of those who had remained. 

The gross ignomnoe, or wicked malevolence, of 
certain hired itinerant &natics, has also induced 
them to circulate a report, that should a negro die 
pojffiessed of any efiects, they become the property 
of his master, and are seized i^on by iiuo. Far, 
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indeed, is this from the truth ; because every thing 
is distributed, with the moat scrupulous exact- 
ness, according to the directions of the deceased; 
and long before the fatal period are his relations and 
friends inibimed by him of his intentions; should, 
however, the death be sudden, his family inherit 
according to the strictest laws of primogeniture. 

As, in the course of the following narrative, the 
reader may feel somewhat sceptical relative to the 
facility with which negroes are stated to travel by 
night through bye- ways, and through deep woods and 
districts, supposed to admit of no egress or regress, 
it may be expedient to apprize him, that on almost 
every property, comprising even a moderate 
number of negroes, there will be found a certain 
portion of worthless ones, designated " run-a-viays." 
These are the worst of the race; who, having com- 
mitted crimes innumerable, and frequently received 
the merited castigarion, are become so hardened in 
vice, that they appear reckless of their fixture cha- 
racter and prospects. After some extensive robbery, , 
or daring adventure, they betake themselves to the 
woods, and join one of the parties already established 
jn some deep recess, secret cavern, or cockpit. The 
cultivation of a piece of land, for provisions for their 
own consumption, generally furnishes some hours 
daily employment to these outcast wretches, while 
sleep and eating occupies the Temainder; but, under 
the shadow and concealment of darkness, they com- 
mit their depredations on the neighbouring provision- 
grounds, and cut their secret p^bs from one place to 
another. Previous to the insurrection of 1831, so 
well known and so numerous were these places of 
rendezvous, that it was scarcely possible to find 
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serious lault with a negro, but he was sure to absent 
himself from his work, without ceremony, and join 
the Tun-a-waj/s. 

One instance, among thoustuids, may suffice. A 
gentleman having three pair of sawyers at work in 
the mountainous part of his property, at a spot 
wheie he himself could not superintend them, as no 
horse could travel up, finding for weeks together 
that cmly one quarter of the customary work was 
performed, he ordered them to bring home all their 
tools, and commence peeling ginger with the rest of 
the people. They did so for some days, but instead 
of peeling from ei^teen to twenty-five pounds, the 
usual average, they never exceeded five or six 
pounds, nor could the overseer get them to do more. 
He, therefore, UM them one morning, that if they did 
not make better work during the day, they should 
be employed in dicing and carrying tite ging^ 
instead of peeling. They performed the sluirt com- 
pliment again, and absconded to the woods at night. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Htformation tu to tie MmwfftmtHt, PiWtwc, IfC' of lit* 
liferent Uiutt of Property, vHk tktutod* ofttMmnfttwrimg 
Ht raywteU* Commcditif—ProviauK OtmiuU—A. llowam;*. 
to the B^ft People—tlotgifl—The variout Gioigi — 
Tradetmn — Effeett of the Dtfieieney Law— Over leerf- 
their Ejnolument* and Retpojuibilily — Book-keepert — 
Petuionert/rom variotu Ceute*. 

Hob, Qftrrow limits of this publication preclude aa 
enJAIged iatajl of any particulat sul^ect, cons^ueutly 
bccyity lamt be bdeiated, evfu tfa h^adB with whidi 
tke. iwl^r lequiies ftt any rate to be made pturttajly 
4(4vwBte(L. Unde; the desigoatioo of "pfopertie^' 
ifill faU eetatea, pkntationH, penns, ^etU^vients, anf^ 
reai^nces. On the firat pf these, the 9<i£^ c^ui^ 
qloae is cijjtiyatedi a3 the. produce fpf export. This 
is. planted at two swppo^ of |he yem, yiZr spting. 
wd automo. The stoutest of the negioes are eip- 
ployed to dig oblong trenches, at certain distances, 
which are caUed cane-holes, and into which, having 
previously been pnq>eTly manured, are placed elips 
of the sugar cane, having a knot or joint fa each; 
these are covered over and left to grow. Immense 
fields are thus prepaied in the spring, and this crop 
is ready to cut at Christmas, Some estates commence 
just hefcffe, but many defer putting about the mill 
until o/i^, tlie holidays. This season somewhat 
resembles our harvest, as groups of labourers are 
seen cutting bundles of the caoe, which, being pre- 
viously divested of their tops and leaves, are thrown 
into a cart or waggon, and conveyed to the boiling- 
hoose jaid. The caneB are no^ thmst between the 
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Ti^ra of thfi mill, by wiitk the juice is expieBsed, 
and the refuse cane, ao crushed, is laid aside for fuel 
The caoG-tops ate excdlent food for the tsittle; but 
nuidli of id is.also used for fuel. The juice from th* 
mill is cairied by gutteriogs. into the boiler, aad' sftn 
havit^ gone 8affici«it>y tbiot^h its iery eordcal, 
passes into the taitcb, where it receives the temper- 
lime, &C., and being removed into flat vessels, calleA 
"tkipt," proceeds gradually thniugb the procentof 
gianuIatioB. This omipleted, tlK akipt axe emp- 
tied iato casks, standing uprai joists, forming a kind 
of open platform in the curing-house, over a woodeo 
inclined plane, leaning to the centre. In the boUrao: 
of each cask a few holes are perforated, aad mdies 
inserted to keep them: open,. Now commences the 
process of draining. All the molasses that escapes 
finds its way, by means of the inclined plane b^ne 
deactibed, and gutterings, into the stiU^touse^and is 
subsequently transfbimed by distillation inta Januoca 
rum. The m^ being thorou^y freed icam. the 
mdasses, the cask ia-filled, and h^dedi^ ready for 
^pmeat During this period, called " orop time" 
the estates' people are allowed a modeiatc diare of 
sngat-ouiato eat,Df which they are extremely fond, 
also as nuicb of the deUcious liquts as they choose 
to drink. This species of indulgence is certaioly 
exasfnively hberal, and greatly decreases iha pro- 
prietws' advantt^es, as r^ards the i|aantity of 
produce! but the negroes iatten upon it, aad are 
remarkably healthy during the whde time. 

Theautuma,or "/o^^/onC &sitiBcalled,ciHne8 
ia at the latter end of the crop; and the business is 
{^ttyW'^over.byMay or Jime, unless the seascmhatt 
faeaUnckinucL oe t^e ^aidiBg.baB heoi 4oiietoo IfOe. 
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For Tahie and consequence, cofiee comes next on 
the list In forming these plantations, rich virgm 
mountain land alime will answer; small patches 
sometimes grow, and even flourisli, in the lowlands, 
but tliereare no lowland coSee plantati(H)s. The 
land must be fallen, burnt off, and cleared in time 
for planting either in spring or autumn. Immense 
numbers of peffs are then procured, each about two 
feet long, and a line about one hundred yards ia 
length, having small pieces of rag inserted at every 
four or five feet, according to the distance apart 
the co&e-trees are intended to be planted; the 
line is stretched, and a peg put down at each bit 
oi rag; at five feet distance from this range, the 
same is again diRie, until the field is entirely 



' Next comes the planting gang, who insert one 
cofiee-plant on each side of every peg; these 
plants have been procured from any ruinate or 
old c(^ee-piece, as the berry grows without furthn- 
attention wherever it falls, and have had the 
tops and roots properly trimmed. This new pltm- 
ti^on is kept free of weeds, and either thinned 
OT supplied, as necessary, in two or three months 
afterwards, leaving one good tree at each peg. 
A very slight sprinkling of berries will appear on 
each tree in two years, increases in the third, 
and at the iburth the field is in full bearing. 

As soon as the berries are what is c^ed " cherry 
ripe," or a little before crop conunences, the pegroes 
gather them in baskets, delivering a certain quanti^ 
\jy dusk every evening during the crop, according to 
the stage and ext&A of the bearing. These ripe 
b^es the next day go tiawigh a machine called a 
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"putter," bywhichthey are divested of the outside 
skin, and glutinous substance between the skin and 
berry. Aiter being well washed in cisterns built 
for the purpose, the whole of the thus purified berries 
ate spreaA out on immense ranges of mascHi-work 
jdatforms, called "barbicuea" and exposed to the 
heat of the sun all day, being frequently turned and 
shifted with rakes and shoTels of a particular con- 
struction. At night, each barbicueful is safely 
pnriied up into a centre oompartment of the barlHcue, 
cdleda "baasecott," and covered with a tarpaulin. 
Next morning the contents of the bassecott are spread 
abroad on the bartncue, and about eight or ten -days 
of this process, in fine hot weather, cures it. lie 
next <^>erati(Hi is the grinding mill, which cracks off 
the pardunent skin, without injury to the blue beny 
inside. All this then passes through the "fimner" 
which throws the trash one way, and the dear berry 
another, without injury. The latter now goes into 
the "picking room," where the negroes, standing at 
an inclined desk with a hole at the bottom part, 
separate from the good coffee ^ that is broken, 
discoloured, or in any way exceptionable ; the refuse, 
80 expelled, is designated "triage." Thisis termed 
"hand-picking." The good coffee is now put through 
differrat wire sieves, to separate the various sizes 
and qufUities, and is eventually, casked, shook doWn, 
rammed, marked, and sent down to the wharf for 
diipmeat. Some minor plantations, not possessing 
the expenfflve machine called the " the pulper," 
merely dry the berry while in the pulp, mill, fan, 
and cask it ; but the sample is never so fine. 

Ginger is propagated &om sets, or plaiits, which 
being dug from a wonuout' ^nger piece, or ground 
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have tbsir roots alreftdjr aitadied, and only require 
to be properly tnimaed; bat it miui have good lamd. 
Hke {d&nts aie placed in beDches, dog foi the 
,piu]Kse, at a distance of about two feet apart, and 
Ite pUnta are set at eight oc nine inches wide in the 
trenciieB. Tbe best time for planting is Uie figdl. 
The on^ GomneoKes in Bpiing. The negroes use 

so spades, but dig tiie ginger with their hoes; the 
snaU is left on the ground for plants andthebtg? 
hpeyg^t home £» peeling. Every negn thai teoeives 

. a BmaU hmfe iinm the ovaaeer, with which he peris, 
as ne^y as be can, the outer dun from the ginger; 

. aad, .£» the piupoae of deaidioess, keeps ^e padad 
pieces in;a tub of dean water, uatil the day's work is 
wei^ted. Gtown petaons might to peel from twenty 

•to twenty-five pounds a day, when Uiey hare net 
to dig aiso, bt^ isacy can do more. Youths and 

^d4 mist do from ^bt to fifteen pewda, accoidieg 
to their capability. The ginger is then ^aced «> 
dean rush mats,oathebarbicue, exposed to the heat 
of the sun.tuid carefidly turned as often as possible 
duhng the day. In this half-dry state, it most not 
on any account get wet, or it will produce mouldi- 
ness, Euid render it unsaleable. Whenquitedry, it 

. is generally divided into three separate samples m 
qualities: the largest and whitest beii^ the prime, 
the next best being the second quality, and Uie rest 
the inferior, or " tnage," as in coffee. The various 
samples are now separately cashed, shook down, and 
headed up, bs mentioned of sugar and co&e. 

Pimento, or allspice, is of spontaneous growth, 
and almost invariably sown by the birds in lands 
tormed " TWMote" which means such as have been 
uaed till wwn out, and then allowed to grow up in 
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bushes and weeds, until tunb sWL h&yi agam 
sopl^ad it with iufficieat h.esri to bear the pimento 
trees, and indigenous graces. Of all produce, the 
jataeato reqmres the least caie aild laboor. In 
tfatee cr four years after the ruinate is cteared up, 
the [HmeBto begins to bear, atod increase id Eue 
and fruit rapidly. Tbe tree lives to a great ags, 
and in time occ^iaeB taUch space; When the berries 
arefuUt biithotTipe,thecr6pisgatl^c£edbyBegraea, 
'Swae of wfiom climb the trees, v^iile othnrs rennin 
belovt having forkefd sti<^ witii whioh (hey kieUc 
«ff the irtit branches. The iome the tro^ ik mt»- 
tilatedi the idore it is prodoetivd. These beities, 
stri|^d from the bou^hs^ Are dried ed the htt 
iMf bioue, cleiknsed fnm duet, bnAen leav^ ^-i W 
-beiBg oCoasion^y fanned in the brefiSQi and) when 
anffioiei^y eured, pat into ceatse b^St made &r the 
puposei sewed up, maikedi and s^ot d<nm ts the 
wharf for. sU^neot 

Fran the late sad deireeiation u the |HriCfe of 
■£»tton, that article has c^as^ to be e^litated, 
and is now almost entirely exploded fend the West 
Indiesi as the low prices furbish no return for the 
labow; it is therefore needless to Bu^ly any account 
of its manufacture or growth; but the former is 
simple, and the latto; ea«ly lewnt. 

Arrow^root is propagated by sets, or fdants, 
which are put into the ground at ahnost any period 
from spring to autumn, provided the weather be 
not decidedly dry. The |dants are usually jdaeed 
at from three to six feet asunder, in rows, with peas 
or beans between each plant, which come out long 
before the arrow root is ready; thus allowing it room 
to ^ead after its neighbour is remored. When 
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ripe, tlie root, which grows to an eii(»nions size, in 
some cases, is dug up and well washed. Laige tubs 
of clean water are then in readiness, and immense 
tin graters. The arrow-KWt is now, without delay, 
grated into the tubs of water, for it must not be dug 
until all is prepared for the process. "Whett a suffix 
cient quantity ia grated, the whole mass is well 
stirred up ti^ether, pressed through & sieve into a 
detm empty' tub, and altcwed to staitd for a night, 
Uie refuse being retained in the siere, with which 
the negroes manu&cture a kind of coarse cake. By 
the following morning the arrow-root becomes a 
sediment at the bottom of the tub, when the watM- 
is carefully poured off, &e&h water put in, well stiied 
about, and allowed again to stand. This operation 
is performed three or four times. When suffidently 
deansed, tJie arrow-root is weH dried in the sun, on 
clean table-cloths; and, when in a state of perfect 
aridity, it is ready for use, or exportation. 

Castor oil is next in the list of inferior products, 
and is manufectuied after two methods. The tree 
or shrub from which it is produced ranks with the 
hardiest tS West India plants. The nut, or bean, 
may be put into the ground at any period of the 
year, no matter how slovenly. In the course rf five 
or six weeks it is in blossom at various parts, and 
soon forms on each a cluster of pods, every one 
producing four or six nuts. If not pulled as soon as 
ripe, the sun wilJ crack the pod, and the nut falls 
to the ground, where it ^ain grows spontaneous^. 
It is, however, customary to break off the clusters 
when at maturity, and dry them in the sun. The 
nuts, being extracted, are pounded in a mortar, and 
put into a large iron pot nearly fiill of water, wUdt 
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U biuled for some hoara, and the scum removed. 
Any old negro is capable of managing the oil 
process. When perfectly cleared of the scmn it is 
allowed to cool, the fine clear oil is perceived floating 
on the t^ (^ {he water, and ret^uiies only to be put 
into bottles ot casks. The other process is even morg 
simple, bat requires a machine, called an mispress, 
into which the ripe nuts are placed, and the oil 
icarefiilly pressed out of them. This method does 
fiot yield so much oil, but it is of fine quality, and 
nearly free from the usual offensive smell conse- 
quent on the common boiling plan. This kind ift 
Called aJd-drawn oil, and bears the highest price. 
The arrow-root and oil are mostly manufactured on 
small settlements by people of colour. 

It has been said, that most [wiperties produce 
Knne of the woods :. as It^wood, Aistic, lignum-vits, 
01 ebtmy; and those in the mountains are seldom 
devoid of timber, such as cedar, mahogany, broad- 
leaf, bullet>tree, blood-wood, wild wange, dog-wood, 
SantaMaria, and a variety of other kinds, useful for 
building-boards and diingles. 

It may also be observed, that all haVe their com- 
field^ that is, the maize, m India com ; and some 
cultivate what is called the Guinea com also. 
Independent of these crops, there is no place with- 
out its provision ground, which supplies the pro- 
prietors' fud overseers' houses, with yams, cocoas, 
plantains, peas, arrow-ioot, oil, musk and water 
melons, pine-apples, mangoes, &c. If, however, the 
^oduce of this {Hece of land was confined merely 
to the purposes for which it is ostensibly appro- 
priated, many of the worthless dass of negroes od 
the. prop^y wo\dd be absolutely starved. It is, 

D«,:^i i„ Google 



ODnaequently, irom Has naegazine, that buket loadU 
of prcmsions aie distributed every week to such ws 
ate either too lazy, m too feeble, to work theii own 
allotments: to the former, to {aevent immediate 
starvati(Hi, and in the ho^e of inducing a change 
of conduct ; and to the latter, for the s^e of hu- 
manity. 

The peTOi has been reserved till the last, oi- 
though it ranks in respectaUlity and reapcKiaibiltty 
with the first, oniy because it [voduees nothing 
in general for e^tortation, save and except its dye 
and hard woods. The dutiea of the n^ro, on tUa 
kind <^ property, are by no meana laborious.. A 
certain portion of them belmg to the horse-«taUc, 
whose duty it ia, under the head gromn, to Iffing 
in the hones for sale in the morning, ndi and 
clean them well down, and go throi^h the v»ioas 
giadatioos of breakling to the saddle and draft. At 
the usual periods the horses are fed, watered, and 
tuzaed into the paatttreK These grooms also ctean 
the stable, repair the tackling, twist new rapes, and 
clean the break and harness; another divi^wi be- 
kwg to the bteedii^ cattle d^)artment All this is 
■ndn the ohuge of a trusty and akiUii) negro, 
called the head penn-kteper, who has sevnal as- 
siatanta, and a vast aumbei of boys, who seoui the 
pasturesb aa some old mare oc hack, and being in 
all stny animalH. In the penn-ke^er'a duty, all 
milking, dressii^ and curing, breaking of atcos to 
the cait, &c, is inchided; and it is the pcevioce o£ 
the head penu-keeper to report to the omraeer aH 
inczease at decrease of stock, gaps u bacem^ in^ 
tnisions from neigfabouziag cattle, ftc. These mea, 
and all head people^ mtb tW dnvMS oo tytry 
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'pwpatf, tecdve a bottte «f ttub eadi^ m»f gAfai> 
da^ ffl^tf -with many othet iadi^«&ces. 

The Ttti of ^ negroMi are divided intu pnfftiM, 
called ffonfft, and their Work it ap{>Drti«Qed M thnr 
- ftbilitiea. tht fiiBtj or ^eof jf<lfijr, ttHifflBtiBg ef tie 
«^eBt pedptei undertake tte cfeppiag of toj^wood, 
making altd lOeAtUng ot GAtctitr, JAanting of tyorb, 
pttiviBiotts, sod snch like; Irhite the "aeeottd gang" 
coiilasting ef tiie anre t^ed, uid the youtli of both 
fl0i«Bj fironi about thirteen to ^ghteen yetin of age, 
atv otapleyed is ligfater verks, Sttch as hatHif the 
Wtois firoot ^e g^raas, <AtXtutg oor6 piMeflj ilieffii% 
«Mn, ftc Tkere l6 ako a toDflll gsfl^^ comphnog 
101 jvT^le negroes, too young to join &e MNxmd 
gai^, which are stiled the imall ganig, and itte 
'^ufd^^ ht carrying gnUB to the horse-Stable in 
btUe biifiSes two OT three times a d^, aad wild 
•nne tv the bf^-stje in the Knauag, «t mem, mi 
agftia id ^ evening. 

Oh ^ery i>roperty of any extcmt is ita ho^^td, 
in^^ ike hoUktiUte, for the reception of sick ne- 
giotttt irbem great atteMion ia ^aid to aH who are 
E<Hiy ifidi^iAsed. A white m«^<sal mfii is alio 
-lief^nlMly paid for tia atteadaooe,- v^henevttr tk- 
<|ttiirid;ijiddttedicinecheit/Well rapidied, isk^ 
in tii^ OTCMe^'B^ house, Acarefid negrois eiicaied 
, fiMb aH #a»k, eBftiraly to gite up his <# het whrie 
affcAtidif d(d^ ok this plaoe, and nigti%, irhen 

The AuebBS, terpAiteM, StOv work uoder the head 
ntoaf Mclr depkoUacAC; and es »pffm, there is 
usubI^ a saddtar or two,^ whtf H^Mi^ the danage 
;dttfr 1^ tk j>iott]ff fioMcr to' the hancBt. 
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There ia a driver to eadi gang, dcd a tbiverear 
to the small one. TTie head d^ver is the man 
responeibie for aU. To him the oveiaeei looks for the 
orders being carried into effect. Formerly, the 
situatioQ of overseer was liequently filled by ad- 
venturers of low degree, who had repaired to the 
West ImUes without a shilling, perhaps little ch^ 
racter, and do education. They could easily first 
obtain the appointment of book-keeper, with a salary 
of £50. cunency a year, although they never saw 
a book and had none to keep, because the Deficiency 
Law authorized the collecting c(»stable to levy a 
tax on the {soprietor of £3. for every negro over and 
above the number served for by the white people oo 
the property. 

For every fifty negroes one white man must be 
employed; and in the same ratio for whatever num- 
ber were on the property. In some instances, these 
individuals apphed themselves earnestly, and ytxy 
soon learnt the business of a planter, by which means 
they got an appointment, elsewhere, as ovoseer, 
with, probably, double or treble saUiy; and, by 
various kinds of traffic, (in some cases not the most 
hpDourabte,) mtmey was rapidly obtained, m con- 
sequence of which, many of them at that time held 
the first rank, and were the most wealthy of the 
community. It will, nevertheless, be naturally con- 
cluded, that they have bwne, and ctHitinue to bear, 
' irreproachable characters. Latterly, however, young 
gentlemen, of good families and education, have un- 
dertaken, and well performed the duties of the 
overseer's situation, generally sonfi of proprietors 
who had noting better to hold out to their oSspiii^; 
and the result is, an immense melioration in the 
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tl^tment of the n^ro, tmd an unprovement in tblt 
class of white society. 

Wliere the proprietoi is an absentee, and bis Bt- 
totaey, or representative, is residing at a distance, 
Uie overseer is considered the Jather of ihe famihf. 
He bears all complaints, redresses grievances, issues 
ordeTs, aod is responsible to the attorney for the right 
management ctf the property. He is removeable at a 
moment's warning, and can claim nothing but the 
salary due to him up to the time of his dischuge. 
I£b cmnpensation for services varies &om about 
.£80. to £200. currency; and, in some cases, evoi 
mwe is given, under peculiar drcomstimces; but 
the perquisites and other emoluments are incalcu- 
lable. Those on sogar estates, generally leceive 
the highest salaries. One good sized penn or plan- 
'totion, &om £120. to £160. is the average. In- 
dependent of this annual stipend, and advantages 
above aUuded to, overseers, book-keepers, and all 
white people, are found in every thing, except their 
clothing. Hey have a' flock of sheep, a herd of 
sWine, and a fowl yard, at their own disposal; a 
large ground, well stocked in provisicms, and a cer- 
tain supply of rum and sugar, allowed annually ias 
the service of the property, besides the nse of the - 
servants and stock thereon. The overseer's house 
is always sufficiently furnished, and seldom without 
one or two spare beds. After the day's labour, the 
drivers, and other head men, give an account of 
what work is Asme, and receive orders for the fol- 
lowing day; also gives directions, aod makes what 
alterations he deems expedient. He invariably rides 
to inspect bow things are proceeding in the different 
departments, and is expected to devote his whole 
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^oe to tbe property dutiet, bat this Is reiy Khkim 
the case ; formerly, indeed, many of them led a mbtt 
loose dnd profligate kind of life. 

The boolfkeepei is almost a nOD^-entiity in soilie 
places, as he has ue authority from the ovetseet, 
aod the driver kieks vpoa faim as littkl else than a 
9py atsi his actiOBB, In fiiot, be is mere^ in tba 
field to SM whethdC or not the diiver keeps all hia 
pdofrfe at their prdper wdrk, iritbaat partiality, 
fsToor, ai affection. In tbe mean titae, if he is 
indined to leats, be may aaoA beoome ac^uaihted 
with enongb of the jnanagetoeat to enable him to 
better hia bUmAiob; and the step from book-kMper 
to orerBeer, vilb even a smaU salary at fltst, it eqmi 
m eotssqueoce and Coadbrt to that of a lieut^hut 
in the amy being raised td tbe ntA ef oHptain. 

On every property there wiU he fowSA a £ev 
penooBen^ dep^idant oft tbe evfirseer's boufity, 
fiiTOwed either frtai extrcKe age, fbhMt (food b#- 
hatiouTf OF SMBti Other otrc^msCanoe. Pnha^ ith 
iBdueOioas i«B*le, with fonr or five sftiall t^ii^m, 
via be seen sitttng on the steps of the boose, wait- 
ing to roeeive a contributioii, for herself and emaA 
«quBd^ as BdsB «s the oversea has oomfdetttd his 
ripdsti or ete of weak itrtellect, ikmuoiidy gimaf 
Sm tbe aeeastoaed benefaction. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Seligiout tnttructioA ^ Adult end Infant School* — 
Moratia* Sfiuionaritl — TAe Bithop andCUrgy-'-ArMU*- 
nanU-'Dtftmtian of llitTtrM Creole— AluedotfOmM^- 
ruk -~ Crtkber md FUhtrmmit : the thtim ttnd Made tf 
C*tMiV deuribed—Lmnd Turtle; metlud of ehttiiMg 
them — Bog Hunting — Lobttert, Iffutelee, and CachU* — 
Ogtiert growing on Trtu explained — The Uannatee, 
or Sea Calf. 

NoTHiNQbut^ndedmore touut miiicntdd odiusi 
en the system of nnna^fefaeBt pdrsoed in the WtKt 
India Islands, than the false EUid aiaUciouN tepoHe 
that have been raised by the ADti'Sl*Tery Sodety, 
-and its mymadom, niaiivt to th« defieieacy of 
nligioM instroGtifm pnmded &a Ike tteffo p^ult- 
tion : for it has not «*ly leen auertmd tWt tbe 
-jMstoni weM Ma&fiMt«, Or wttnUtn^, ta Aeir duti«t ; 
. but that the propneten vere deddidfy averte to 
-the pto|Miguti«it of the Gospel isotaig their be- 
nighted slaves. The telaey of titew Matamente, 
aay be easily expsaed, by rcferenev to the reports 
of the House «f Assnal^, on the nAjcct of oegro 
religioiis instniction; ihe nkiates of tWruiout n- 
aolatkms emteied into by tJte mtries, and other 
pazodiial nsetiiq;^. for the last year at hmt', m^ 
-tiic aaaoai itepnts <rf fhe MralaviOB MisBiitBary So- 
■ottyy remaduble aiike fin: their nBasamnn; lan- 
guage, and their atrtct s&ereace to trolL Infbnncr 
tmtes, and, iadeed, tiU vithin the last, fifteen or 
niteen years, one auaiatcr waa deemed ta£Sci«it 
fin eMh ftaibk iJk iMUitign «aa tlieatOMte «f a 
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curate, and afterwards speedily followed the stip^i- 
diary curates, thus tiebhng the number. 

SeveraJ catechists were then appointed, and 
schools formed, in various parts of the different 
parishes. Ail this, however, although a great 
boon to the black and brown &ee population, did 
not much benefit the working negro, c<Hisequently 
the more pious and benevolent portion of society 
instituted private schools on their own propearties, 
and at their own expence, fixing certun hours £>r 
tuition. In some instances, teachers were faired 
solely for this purpose. The Infant Schools are 
coiUinued at iMervala throughout the day. Those 
Set the elder children lasted two hours; and the 
iBstmctton of the adults proceeded in the evening, 
after daily labour had ceased. 

In addition to the cleHcal gentlemen above 
aUuded to, it may be remarked, that Missioaaries 
has been sent out from numerous socueties; but 
those of the Moravian Mission seemed most in- 
dustrious, and consequently proved most successfiil. 
They devoted their whole time solely to the re- 
ligujos instruction and improvement of the black 
and brown population, whether bond or iree, and 
established schools in many districts. To this sect 
the proprietors are indebted Sar the inculcation of 
moral and religious duties among Uk shtves; but the 
good work performed by the Moravian Missionary 
was unfiatunately defeated by the contrary doc- 
trines propagated by those of the Baptist persua- 
sion. In many of those private schools the children 
w^e soon taught to read the Bible accurately; and 
invariably attended divine woiship morning and 
eVenmg, at whidi they always- assisted in singing 
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appn^riate hymns. It must be gr&nted that all tlus 
improTement has occured during the last fifteen or 
edxtesD yeftrs. 

The abolitioa of Sunday markets, also, in a great 
measure, tended to the better obsetrance of the sab- 
bath; and many of the staves, who never ent^ed 
the diurch formerly, are now remarked as regular 
attendants. The rectors and curates have also be- 
come more profitable servants in their vocation 
BiDce the arrival of the bishop, evidently proving 
that the head abne was wanting to set the machine 
in motion. His k>rdship has effected consideral^ 
improvement in the cle^y belonging to his diocese; 
and, by the appointm«it of rural deans, has con- 
trived to obtain a true knowledge of their habits and 
inclination to usefolness. 

"^tb respect to churcbeB, additions have been 
made in every parish; and th«e is now certify 
no deficiency of shepherds or folds, if the Sodt feel 
inclined to assemble. To an attentive observer the 
fact must be glaringly evident, that eveiy class of 
society has undergone a partial melioration, since 
the light of the gospel has been more widely diffiised. 
The intoxication and debaucheries fOTinerly prac- 
tised now rarely if ever occur. It cannot be denied, 
that, in many cases, the means are vanished; but 
we may hope the incknatitm has acccmpanied them. 
The gener^ character oi the second dass of society 
is certainly marked by steadiness and industry, 
where alone was formerly witnessed licentiousness 
and want of application. This change must have a 
good effect on the lower classes, innn the improved 
example being constantly before their eyes. 
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Ih the fiist gn4e of We6t ladia B6cie^, winch, 
of coune, iAdudes proptietwa aod their ian^es, 
jHirfessional indiTidaals, merchants, &c., we have 
the finest spieciroens of faosttitality eaA libti^ ideas. 
To be a stTABger in the island^ AmiidteB snffieiaBt 
tJums to kindness and fa ss iBtaace ; but a lettte of 
iiltioductim from a relatiTe, irie&d, or Ac^uaiAtaiuie, 
is the best rftaonunendation, and enfi^es m^e than 
mmey could purchase^ 

The daily ordinary moyedients of a reipectaUe 
&nily have already been given; and we BhAll juiir 
invite the reader to trace th^ ehetaotdr tbrougb the 
Bsual public amuBements. Wbeo the Bniopean, who 
has aai visited these -dunes, shall leafa that the 
thennoueter gelierally lUigtejiB theloWlaiidi,oban 
average throughout the year, of from ei^ty td «te 
hundred in the shade, axel eotnetimes even higher, it 
is {irohaUe he wiU he Sceptiebl, wfaea infontaed that 
the inhaUtanta not cwly eajt^ the amuseiOAbt ef 
daaoing, bat also have annual hiMe raees* in ahneat 
every ptvish of importance. Independent of vhkt 
are termed the subscription assemblies, there is inva- 
Hably ttiaoi ball, and one given by the officers at tie 
militia inspection. These ballsare always ge&teelly 
patrtmized, and handscHoely managed. At a race 
ball, the stewards of the races officiate as stewards 
of the ball At the military balls, a field officer, 
two or three captains, and the like proportion of 
subalterns, generally are nomiiuAedk At Uie sob- 
scription assemblies, the resident gentLemen take it 
by turns to perform the duties of the evening. 

The "Creole" is naturally fipnd of dmicuig) and 
those who are tiot csecdes a{leedily and unctHiBcioualy 
imbibe the fe^i^ with extrandinary aptitude. 
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Bribrc wa pncieed farther, let die reader pardon 
« sb^t d%ressioii, aiaot it is made U> esptain and 
wt to ngto a vulgar and errenec^, tiiangh very OWK- 
monly cmcaived, opmioD. Many people ate iiD' 
pressed with the idea, that a cni>le nnnt hare been 
ham of Uack or coloured parenta. Suofa a notifln 
is ridicidaufi. Hie measing of cnola is precisely 
this: annuKvidMal ivm m iA« Weit Indiai, ofvihite 
parenta.' If there is the slightest tinge in hts pa>- 
TCtita^, he ia Ukq dnwDiiaated a person of t»&>ur; 
omsequently, no slur attaches to the term atoAt, 
aa is Mmedmea iiaprepeily nnd iUiberoUy sup- 
|Mised. Hie abciTe nsoBrkB wU not be deened 
nrelefant, whan the rrader ia anurad that a wc41 
infiNmadck^yiilaiiin Eaghiri, sose timb afo^ aiked 
klDTeliy yaung My, recently fiomJaaMtica, "whethir 
jt was her flulwr at her sHithBr tint was bladt. " 
!I%e quebtiw natan^y cieattd surprise in th« bVMit 
of the lady, who iiansdiately ioquired " if be pw* 
Beived any eolonr in her skin (which waS ubusually 
&iF) to warrtut the lawk." His re^y wat, 
.'' Certainly not, Madam, but quite the contrai^; yet, 
as you say you are a crtok, I premmed bcth your 
parents omld not be whits." 

To return to the aasemblies. The maimer ifi 
.which they are conducted wotdd probaUy afifaHiish 
a stranger. There is no lack of any thing that may 
tendtorendertheereningpleasant; the conthvances 
to cool the room, without danger to the merry group, 
the vaiiety of refreshments, the deUcaCies produced 
at the supper table, the decorum with which all is 
conducted, and sometimes the talents of the "black 
orchestra," are worthy of mudi praise. 
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The fiiltowii^ and successive days are generally 
filled up with parties on boaid the vessels in the 
harbobr, if it is a seaward town, and at private 
houses, so that the visitors &om the adjacent country 
sddom calculate on returning for a few days, wheB 
such pastimes occur. 

^. The races are most excellent, and would not 
disgrace a secondary British course. Little black 
oc blown boys are the jockiee, who cut a most 
jfantastical figure in the dresses usually provided fiv 

Fma the excessive heat of the cdimate the sport 
ei shooting is seldom resorted to, being too laboriooB 
SQ -amusement for the European; yet scarcely any 
petsoQ makes lh» voyage without his fowling-piece 
Md its conconuaitants. Indeed, the islands do not 
boast of the pheasant, partridge, woodcock, grouse, 
hare* or wild rabbit; in the rainy season, however, 
iben is abundance of wild ducks, teal, widgeon, and 
«uipe; and all the year round plenty of pea-doves, 
quul, ground doves, and great a variety of wild 
pigeons; the ring-tail pigetm is in high estimation, 
«nd is considered a great delicacy. It is pafect^ 
true, that it is so fat, during the prevalence of a 
-particular berry growing wild in the woods, that 
when shot itata the top of a tree, it frequently bursts 
with the fall. There being no ganie laws, the 
pigecms, wild fowl, Slc, are usually shot by the 
people of coloui, who are ibnd of the sport, and can 
endure the fatigue. From them the white people 
purchase, although gentlemen will sometimes undergo 
ihe labour of a day's shooting for the sake of variety ; 
but it is not iBicottmKKi to send out one of their own 
people when game is required. \ 
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Freeh Ssh is so easily prociued by the net, u>d 
consequMitly edi so cheap, that no one need try his 
patience with rod and line to procure a dish of 
excellent fish for the table. At any rate, notwith- 
standii^ the rivers abound in fish, angling ie not a 
desirable pastime, by reason of the CKpoeuie to 
intense heat, and the great anDoyance from insects 
by the river aide. Besides tJiis, every property has 
its ^Sherman and crabber. The duty of the fbrmer 
is to set his fish-pots in the river, and furnish a 
supply of fish, and sometimes prawns and crawfish, 
to the proprietor's or overseer's table. The overplus 
is his own p^uisite; and by the sale of it he 
frequently makes much money. 

" The crabber," just be&re dusk, stops up, with 
bunches of grass, a quantity of crab holes in the 
m«ass. The crabs run about to seek their food by 
night; but such as are thus imprisoned become 
stupified, and cling to the tuft of grass, and aie 
Uierefbre readily secured in the morning. ThenuB^r 
required from him is commonly three or four dozen; 
but, if skilful, he may easily procure three or finu 
times that quantity, which is his own emolument, 
and is readily sold at five pence per dozen. Although 
the crab here alluded to is thought a great luxury, 
there are other descriptions, called the black and 
soldier crab, which are equally prized. 

Ne^t on the list ofkxuries is "the land turtle" 
which abound in the morass, and are generally ob- 
tained by the people of colour, wbo, in dry wea.ther, set 
fire to the morass in different parts at once, and catch 
the turtle a^ they attempt an escape from the doTOur- 
ing element. They make excellent turtle soup, and 
fvunish a most savory and delicious dish when 



D,g,r,:^i t, Google 



OBoked in the ilieU, after a pltui witli vt&ch the 
Uack cooks are osuaBy well acquainted. For a fine 
land turtle, weighing fh>m four to six or seven pounds, 
die average price is Jive-petKe carroncy, F»niliea 
(Hnunonly purchase a quantity at a time, keeping 
them in a cra^ at pain, in a laigie tab of water 
sunk into the giound. Hieir food it charcoal, 
plaatain skins, entrails of poultry, &c. 

Before we reUnquitdt the subjects of luxuries and 
amuements, the spirit of "kog-hmtit^" must not 
be fivgotten. Ttis pastime is one of the most 
labcnious that cEm be conceived, aa it must be pursued 
OD foot, iiithe deepest woods, over rocks aad fallen 
trees, through almost impervious underwood, and 
every obstacletbat arises. Few white people make 
the attempt; but browns luid'blacJcs are both pas- 
sionate]^ fcmA of these desperate encounters. They 
oany guns, and are accompanied 1r)r 1b^ di^ trained 
for the purpose. On reaching a spot where the 
atUDal is expected, all eyes are on the kmk-out for a 
tree beaiuig the marks of a irald hog having first 
wallowed in the mire, and- then nibbed itself against 
the tnuik. From the hei^ of the mud upon tte 
tteC) and its quantity, an experienced hog-huntei 
will be able to judge of the mze of the animal. The 
foot is then traced^ and the dogs commence the bunt. 
Should the game prove to be a large boar, or asow 
with yoiu^ pigs, a feartol ^icounter inevitably takes 
I^Bce, and aometimes both iog» and men sofibr. Till 
the hog ia secured, the fowling-piece is mostly 
resorted to. 1%e fiesh i&uncommonly fine; and, when 
harbicu^ is considered dainty food. 

Along the sea-coast, &mmis"M#fer#atu{crai*'' 
ue fretpiendy to be met with; bat, &an ibat 
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enonnoos size, are generally coarse, and consequently 
of litUe value. 

On the Band-bank^ ase ftmni gn&t quantities of 
" muscles and cockles," of delicious flavor, which are 
procured by little idle brown boys, who walk into the 
water, bring them i^ between their toes, and fill 
their baskets in a short space of time, and are 
piujchftge^. foi; & Bopre trifle. The " oy^er" i» also 
plentiful in smne particular districts; it is> liBw'eTer, 
of a very diminutive size, and from the circumatuice 
of its frequently adhering to the lower tvanchea- of the 
mangioTe tree, which of^ lies on, the greisd in the' 
water, the ^paxenlfy iociedible repnt of " oysters- 
growing. en trees" has ongii^atedj this, bowevsr, is 
certainly corrcob 

The^e ie also an e'Stnundisary species (tf fid aad^ 
flesh coiabmedl, sometimes caught on the coast, called 
" Ike manatee, or seOHJO^;" by soaie deemed good 
eatiag, Bnddidikedby<^rap. The flesh resenbles 
veal BO much, that, boifbr the v«ry di^peot fetraation 
o£ the btHMf, which are all quite itHmd^ a persm, 
ignoraDt of the exietenoe of such a cceatttre, would 
certtunly believe he was pwukiiig of fine veal. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Intaeti! the Stmd-fy, tie Mtugvite, tht Scorpion, the Cen- 
tepedt, the Cockrotth, the fFetp, the Oiurk Ant, the 
Flying Ant, the Block AhI~7^ Bal — Liiardt — 
Stuiet—the AUigatoT^the J»hn Crow— fFildShnibM and 
Ftowere—Hummii^ Birde—tkt BmmuM Bird— the 
HightimgMiw. 

As all tro{a»il dim&tes abound in an immaige 
variety of insects, to enumerate and describe the 
whole would occupy considerably . more space than 
can be allotted to that particular bead in this little 
publication. Those, therefore, &oin which the 
stranger is likely to derive annoyance, will princi- 
pally come under view ; and it will be found, that the 
smijlest of the tribe of torments, called the "aandfiy," 
stands prominent in its powers of inflicting punish- 
ment with imponity on the new comer. It is no 
Ivger than the head of an ordinary sized pin, it gives 
nowanung,andmakesnoiioise; and, when a severe 
bite is felt, the sufferer looks in vain for the assailant : 
when it has either made its escape, roused by the 
start of its punctured victim, or remains at its post, 
in fiill confidence that its pigmy size, will prove a 
security &om detection and molestation. 

Not so, his brother tormentor, " the mtMjaito." 
This insect exactly resembles tb|e English gnat, but 
is of various dimensions. The morass muequito is 
the largest and most fierce, the common house 
musquito is next in size, and the wood musquito is 
the smallest; but they all alike severely puni^ with 
their venomous bite. No bed can be tolerated, 
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without what is called a musquito net. This isut 
entire eodosure of leno muslin, sewed all lound the 
top rail of the bedstead, and long enough to hong 
down on all sides to the ground. During the day it 
is rolled up, and tied by tapes near to the top. Just 
before dusk, when the musquitoes become most 
troublesome, the bed is brushed out with a towel, 
or some such article, to clear it of all these intruders, 
and the net smartly let down; the lower portion is 
then well tucked-in under the bedding, to prevent 
their entry, an4 the occupier must be very quick in 
his movements when he opens a small part of it, to 
creep in, else he will have some musical bed-fellows, 
whose incessant buzz alone would deprive him of 
sleepj even were they kind enough to retrain &<hb 
using the proboscis. As this little pest is generated 
in every pool, or portion of stagnant water, by the 
heat of the sun acting upon it, they are most numerous 
and troublesome after heavy rains. It is no uncommon 
occurrence for ladies to be laid up fw many weeks 
after their arrival, from the inflammatory sores oc- 
casioned by their venomous attacks. The itching is 
so excessive, that it is almost impossible to refrain 
from scratching; the consequence of which indiU- 
gence is immoderate pain, and violent ulceration to 
thevictim. A little laudanum rubbedon the bites will 
be foimd the best remedy. Ladies sometimes wear 
the musquito boot, which is made of muslin, very 
loose, tied round the knee, and fastening like a gaiter 
above the shoe, or with a foot inserted into it 
Gentlemen either wear boots, or make up their 
minds, handkerchief in hand, to ward off, as much 
as possible, tb^ insiduous attack, by omstant brushing 
towards the feet. 
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The "scorpion" next daims oui {Attention; and, 
fortunately for the human race, this insect is not ao 
numetous as g^iraally reprwented. ItiS body is 
somewhat in shape like a crab, having also similar 
claws ; but it has a long thick tail, in which the sting 
is carried. They sometimes even intrude themselves 
mto the bed, and, being flat, can be concealed^in the 
tallest crevice. It sometimes lies dormant for hours; 
but, when disturbed, runs very fast. The sting is 
ei^emdy venomous, and immediately inftames. 
Sweet oil is a good application, but laudanum better. 
The scorpion, although a most poisonous insect, is 
frequently seen in a very tor[»d state, at which period 
it is supposed to be asleep; for, if aroused, it im- 
mediately stings any thing obstructing his progress. 
Being called one day rather suddenly from my room, 
while dressing, to render assistance to a negro who 
had met with an accident, I threw on ray dressing 
gown, did what was necessary for the wounded man, 
and returned ui about half an hour. On removing my 
dressing-gown, a large scorpion dropped from it to 
the ground, and ran along the floor till I killed it; 
it had no doubt been asleep, and concjealed in the 
folds of the cloth. At another time, my brother 
walked a distance of about one hundred yards with 
his bare feet in his slippers ; but feeling something 
like a dead leaf in one slipper, he took it off and 
shook it, when out dropped a tremendous scorpion. 
In neither case was any injury sustained. In the 
lattftt, it may be supposed that the foot, having 
remained quite flat on the back of the insect, pre- 
vented it raising its tail to accomplish the sting. 

The " cerUipede " is in form and shape something 
similar to a caterpillar, but grows to a large size. 
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sometimas £ve or six inches long, BUpposed to 
have a hundied legs, as its name implies, and is 
more comiiKm in 6i& thtui io new bouses. The bite 
.is venomtrus, and relieved in like manner wiUi that 
of the scorpion. 

The " cockroach" is a most troublesoiue and 
destructive visitor. It is an inhabitant of every 
house, qaite impossible to ke^ out, and tot^y 
impracticable to ^Bdicate. Some of the species have 
the faculty <rf flying, as well as excessive velocity 
of foot, and, therefore, frequently elude the vigitfuioe 
of their pursuers. Unfbrtuoately, tliia insect is 
eo very prdific, that one pair will soon fill the most 
extensive mansion with its family. Their depre- 
dations are not confined to any particular kind of 
food, for every thii^ is devoured with the same 
avidity. No^ng composed of leather can withstand 
its attacks. The smell from it is also extremely 
oSemive. Should tlie smallestspotofgreasehappen 
to fall <8i (^thes of any description, the piece is sure 
■to be destroyed. They are not, however, known to 
bite the human species, but are otherwise a sufficient 
nuisance. A cockroach was confined in a box, con- 
taining nothing but aisenic, for many weeks ; at the 
expiration of that period it still survived, although 
it must have consumed eome of the poison; and the 
only di^erence was, that the insect bad turned 
perfectly white, instead of the reddish black its 
body bcee before the exp^iment. The cockroadi 
is one of the most intolerable pests of the insect 
ttibe, for there is no possibility of guardii^ against 
. its presence and attacks. It creeps into the most 
hidden recesses, and eaters through the most minute 
fissure, nor can any thing be placed beyond the 
reach of its wings. 
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On my jonrney once from Spanish Town to St. 
Elizabeth, I put up for the night at the Toll-gate 
Tavern. Another party happened to arrire shortly 
afterwards, and, being acquainted, we dined toge- 
ther. There happened to be, among other dishes 
on the table, a cold duck. I requested a wing; 
and on' the gentleman nearest to it commencing his 
operations, out ran a fine cockroach. My appetite, 
however, was pretty keen, and flattering myself 
with the idea that it had only sought shelter in the 
inside of the bird, without detriment to the outside, 
it did not deprive me of my meal. 

Again, calling on a friend one day, somewhat 
fatigued with riding, he was pouring me out a glass 
of wealL rum and water, (the usual Jamuca drink,) 
when out came two cockroaches of very large 
dimeiuiions; of course, the hquor in the tumbler 
was lost, and the waiting boy reprimanded for his 
negligence in not having emptied the water monkeys, 
filling them afresh, and putting in the stoppers. These 
cases are merely mentioned, out of hundreds, to show 
that no place is safe from their intrusions. 

The "wasp" is of greater magnitude than the 
same insect in England, and its bite much more 
malignant; the poison injected is of so vident 
a nature, that a bite on the forehead will dose up 
both eyes in less ttian an hour, and cause the wbcde 
face and head to swell. Laudanum should be first 
well robbed into the wounded spot, and the adjacent 
parts speedily bathed with some camphorated rum, 
or fomented with camomile, as hot as it can be 
borne. The favorite haunt for the wasp is under 
the eaves of any thatehed dwelling. Here tbey 
hang their nests, similar to a small honey-comb. 
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by B. filament inconceiTably dimmntiTe, and remain 
a perfect nuisance until destroyed, which the ne- 
groes effect by the smoke of burning thatch placed 
beneath. 

Another terrible pU^e is the " duck ant," or 
wood ant. This insect is found every where, in 
doors and out of doors, in an enonnous nest, (a mass 
of earth and masticated leaves,) formed into smalt 
compartments, somewhat similar to hundreds of 
honeycoml^ plastered tt^ether, which is fixed on 
tbe top or side of a house, or between the branches 
of the highest trees, or lowest shrubs. This aot 
resembles a nut-maggot, only that it is fiat, has 
feet, and emits a very offensive smell. Even a 
newly built house will be soon infested by them, as 
they move in tracks along the ground in every 
direction. As soon as any obstacle is met with, 
such as a tree, post, wall, or side of a house, a 
covered way is formed by tbeno, with the most 
surprising rapidity, up the obstacle in the directi(m 
they propose travelling. If up a house, and they 
intend to build their nest at the top, innumerable 
tracks of this sort are thrown up by way of shelter, 
or for the purpose of secresy. Under these covered 
passages they labour day and night, bringing up 
materials for the dit/ : for, where millions inhabit, 
it can scarcely be termed a house. The substance of 
which it is formed seems to be a mixture of earth 
and dry leaves, finely powdered and moistened, so as 
to make an uncommonly tenacious cement. Of the 
same materials are the covered ways composed, 
but they seem to have the addition of fine sand; 
and should a portum be broken by accident or design, 
it will be immediately repaired, by the travellhig 
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worluneri, as oftea aa dfunaged, so as to keep 
Uieir labours private. The neBts increase in time 
to the size of an American floni-barrel, and become 
not only very unsightly to the mansion, but a 
dangerouB appendage, as the inmates are constantly 
feeding themselves on all the softer timbers, with 
which any paitof the house may be composed. They 
are passionately fond of deal, and the Santa Maria, 
and prove a great anoyance inside aa well as out' 
outside of the house, forming their unsightly tradis 
in every direction. The only possible mode of 
removing them, is to dig a hole nearly through the 
top of. the nest, and insert a quantity of arsenic 
and white sugar, on which they eagerly feed, and 
then devoar each other. The nest and tracks may 
subsequjently be destroyed with impunity; but woe 
unto him who attempts to remove the neat without 
first poisoning the ants; he wilt soon have a colony 
in every room, too numerous to eradicate. 

Another species very similar, but possessing the 
advantage, if so it may be deemed, of temporary 
wtnys, make periodical visits. They usually take 
their flight by night; and the first notice of their 
approach, is perhaps the meat on the table, and 
your plates being covered with wings and crawling 
maggots. This extraordinary and disgusting ap- 
pearance is occasioned by the fact, that almost 
immediately after their alighting,the wings drop off, 
and they become to the eye a complete duck ant. 
Independent of this annoyance, they settle about 
the person, and are not agreeable to the feelings, 
when struggling for escape between the linen and 
skin of an individual already overwhelmed with 
perspiration. The only remedy is removing to 
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another lOom fw the rest of the ey^oing, if the 
swarm has not already occupied every rooio in the 
mansion. The common "black o^" ip a terrible 
plague, finding its way into every thing eatable. 
The only preventative is to fix a table in yflur 
laideT, pantry, and store, with its feet in bowls of 
oil, (for if water is used, they make bribes of ea^ 
other, and croqs it,) on wludi all sweets* eatables, 
and drinkables nm^t be placed- 

In consequence of tjie windows aw( jajpusiea 
being always open, "the bat" has free ^esif ajid 
regress, of which he ever and apon avails hpaselt 
Nothing is more common tha^ to see one (a mpi;^ 
of these imwelcome little creatures, ma^ng their 
circuitous flights through a handsomely decorated, 
xoooi, where the family are assembled; they, how- 
ever, usually abscond after a few ciiculat tours, 
and are quite harmless, so that the idetf is tha 
worst part of the visit. Nevertheless, when per- 
mitted to gain possession of any part of the hw^^i 
under the shingles, or into any cracks or cievijpes 
in the wall, the scent produced by them is in- 
tolerable. 

To a stranger, the presence and toleratioaof the 
" lizard" tribe proves both offensive and empr^ing. 
These little animal insects commonly run across the 
table, and drink any water that may have been 
dropped thereon; or even climb the side of a finger 
glass to satify their thirst. They frequently run up 
the hack of a chair, epring on the shoulder, and iicom 
that upon the table, without the slighest apparent 
fear, in quest of food or water. Being perfectly 
harmless, they are never mojested, as' they destroy 
flies, spiders, and sometimes small ants^ Even the 
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bed is not always free from their vimta, as they 
ascend the posts, and await a fail opportunity to 
seize the unwary fly as he dangles from the tapes 
(£ the musquito netting. 

The " wood lizard," the " fiofiy lizard," and the 
" croaking lizard" are aU domestic ones. The 
former has a sleeky skin, like the common snake, 
and ^ps about in search of food. The second is 
extremely diminutive, as its name implies, and 
subsists merely on the smallest of the fly species. 
But the latter looks hideous, is grey mottled, and 
has a large bead. He generally takes up his abode 
under the shingles, and issues a most disagreeable 
and piercing croak. AH of them, however, are 
equally innoxious. Those thus briefly described, are 
|sincipally such as frequent habitations; but there is 
a great variety out of doors. Of them, none are 
worthy of remftrk, excepting the large green species. 
From the circumstance of his possessing the power 
to change his colour from brown to a much lighter 
shade, and subsequently to green, he is sometimes 
designated the " ckamelion lizard." Certain it is, 
that he is one colour in the sun, and another in the 
shade; and it is also notorious, that he assumes the 
colour of the branch or leaf on which he fixes 
himself. 

Although the " make " is in great variety, there 
seems no utility in enumerating such as the stranger 
might not fall in with during a residence of many 
years, if his occupation did not lie in the woods. 
The common yellow, and the whip or black snake, 
therefore, need alone be particularized. Neither are 
Tenomoua; and both will shun contact with man. 
The former is usually from three to seven feet long, 
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wi from four to six inches in drcuaiference At the 
thickest part (tf the body, and is of a husky mottled 
yellow. The latter is jet black, and seldom runs 
more than four feet long, and from two to three 
inches in circumference. 

The " alligator" needs no very particular de- 
scription, being the same animal wherever found. 
He neither con&nes himself to sea or liver, but ia 
an inhabitant of both. Sometimes seen gently 
'gliding just beneath the surface, in the harbour, with 
nothing but his snout above water, and sometimes 
skulking by the side of a river, or sheltering himself 
beneath the lowest branches of the mangrove, anx- 
iously wuting to pounce upon his unconscious prey. 
They grow to a large size ; but, if unmolested, will 
never make an attack on man. They are, however^ 
excessively savage if closely pursued, and will seize 
the nearest object, whether man or dog. So bold 
is this animal, when pressed by hunger, that many 
hare been known to enter a town, at night, in search 
of food. Their eggs are often found deposited in 
the sandy beachi and even the young ones, just 
emancipated from the shell, have been discovered, 
secured, and sent to England as curiosities. 

It would be an act of downright injustice to pass 
unnoticed, although now out of its proper place, that 
most frightful looking, yet most valuable, of all the 
West India feathered tribe, called the " John Crow." 
This bird is of the vulture genus, very large, and 
of a brownish black colour: his head is bare of 
feathers, and a part of the neck is protected by a 
rough kind of red skin, which has the effect of 
always making him appear as if he had come fresh 
jrom the performance of some desperate deed ^t the 
e5 
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■rtftUghtw-house. But ft)! the race of John Crows, 
doubtless much contagion would arise, in consequence 
of the numerous dead carcasses of cattle to be seefi 
lying in the pastures. These birds, however, soar 
aloft in every direction until a carcase is found, 
when multitudes descend, and commence devouring 
it. This company has been, not inappropriately, 
termed "a coroner's irujuett!" — in allusion to the 
like assemblage of our own species over an acciden- 
tally deceased fellow-creature. Theii utility is so 
great, that even the law protects the whole race, 
by affixing a fine of five pounds to the offence of 
shooting or otherwise destroying one of them. 

It would greatly add to the comfbrt and safety 
of the inhabitants, were a severe penalty imposed 
on every proprietor neglecting to remove dead ani- 
mals to a sufficient distance from the highways; as, 
in the present state of things, the olfactory nerves 
are not only seriously offended by the hoirid effluvia 
emitted from putrid carcasses, but the neck is fre- 
quently endangered, by the sudden rising of perhaps 
fifty or sixty John Crows close to the road side, 
eausing many a horse to set off at full gallop with 
the vehicle he is drawing. 

From the general temperature of a tropical 
climate, it may he easily imagined that wild shrubs 
and flowers will greatly abound. So numerous, 
indeed, are these spontaneous effusions of nature, 
thatthe study, classification, and correct arrangement 
ef such as we find in Jamaica, would furnish a 
never-failing source of amusement to the botanist. 
Even the universally admired passion-Jhwer has 
its dear representation in tiie ruinates and woods of 
tbat once ifiourishing island. An enchanting bouquet 
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might be culled Iram avety hedge, embracing the 
greatest variety of paizUed beauties and odoriferous 
SGeDts. Of course, every &it<L8h bot-bouae plant 
there attains the utmost perfection in the open air, 
witboi^ care or culture. 

The vei&ad&b fronts may boa^t an.endle^ <^pl^ 
of the richest specim^ie appertainiog to the oreeping 
genus. Hwttyauckle, verbena, idiina.ti% mi jes- 
samine,' exteading frooi side to side, pioiniwnioualy 
iutermingle their delicate t«ndrils, taiA Uieir melli- 
fiuous bloseoms are varied by an .of^aaioOAl (duster 
of moss roses, fragrant in t h« highest degree. The 
paitenes also, eminently coitsoioag of their superiot . 
iahabitants, foster io their bosoms the famed accacio, 
the beautiful double dahlia, the exquisite tuberose, 
and the finely painted auricula of every hue and 
tint; besides a diversity of shrubs and other plants, 
tastily arranged, and often scientifically selected. 
The temptation thus exhibited, cannot be resisted 
hy the tiny, but marvellously elegant, " hummtTig 
bird," who, while furnishing his own peculiar music, 
insinuates his tender proboscis, and extracts the 
saccharine nourishment from every gay floweret by 
turns. The variety of this little voluptuary is 
almost countless, and, therefore, beyond our limits to 
describe: 'tis enough to say the whole family is 
beautiful; but that particular species having the 
long feather projecting from each side of the tail is 
the most extraordinary. Their nests are great 
curiosities, iiom their diminutiveness and elegant 
structure. 
Another bird of exquisite plumage also, frequents 
these Gardens of Paradise, called the " banana bird," 
by reason of its principally subsisting on the ripe 
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bumna. Its plumage is truly handsome, and com' 
posed ol all colouis; which, nevertheless, are so 
vcHtderfiilly blended, as to produce a most delightful 
efiect It channs the ear with a plaintive strain, 
although not deem^ a sra^tet of the first class. 
This attribute is the chief boast of the nightingale, 
and richly dees this bird merit the palm. The 
feathers of the nightingale are not remarkable for 
their beauty; but a sbanger will be quite fascinated 
by his Bostg, which greatly resembles the English 
bird of that name. He does not, however, reserve 
his treat for the nocturnal season; but, at all hours 
of the day, perdies Inmself on a lofty twig, and 
sends forth a melodious strain to delight the senses 
of harmonious amateuts. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Tke Militia: kme eompoied— Medical Men— ike Attorney! 
hit Dutie* andneeetiary Qualifieatiotu~tki Actiom of an 
ttneantcitntioui A llomeg laidopewkit Epitayh—Suppo*ed 
praieM Foluc of Froptrtiu, emUrailtd vilh ettimated 
««(MaI Valut some tfeart back— Drjtreciation nf Stock, Jfc. 
—BadEffeettof tke Long Credit Syitem— Anecdote ~ 
ContejUt of a Store, 

From the prominent part necessarily devolving 
on the militia force of the isJand during the late 
unfortonate rebellion, they claim our particular no- 
tice; and it becomes also expedient that the reader 
should be made fully acquainted with the mode of 
its formation, the description of individuals who 
compose it, and their precise duties, before he com- 
mences upon the narrative, in order that he may 
the better judge of the services performed. 

By the island militia law of Jamaica, every 
white male inhabitant, between the ages of six- 
teen and sixty, must report himself to the colonel 
of the regiment, attached to the parish in which he 
resides, before three months elapse subsequent to his 
arrival, when he either receives a commission, or 
joins a company, according to circumstances. Hav- 
ing previously held a commission in the navy, army, 
or militia of Great Britain, entitles him to the same 
rank, provided he has not been deprived of it fop 
misconduct. Officers actually ffli half-pay are also 
exempted, except in martial law, when all must 
serve, receiving their respective ranks. A medical 
certificate, proving personal incapacity, will of 
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course be admitted an excuse for non-attendance. 
Promotion goes by seniority. The flank companies 
are usually composed of whites; as are also, 
sometimes) one or two other companies. 

In the Kingston and Spanish Town militia, some 
ate etUirely black, and some aie entirely brown, com- 
panies ; but, in the other militia regiments, the peopde 
of colour are attached to the coloured company 
mustering nearest to their residences, without refer- 
ence to that particular distinction: every company 
musters once a month, and is inspected and drilled 
by its ofEcers ; once a quarter the whole regiment 
is assembled for the same purpose, by the colonel or 
other commandant; and there is also an annual 
inspection by the major-general of the district. 
Quarterly courts martial, and courts of inquiry, are 
invariably held, at which defaulters are brought 
forward and punished, by severe fines, for absence 
from, or neglect of, militia duty, and other offences. 
The adjutant keeps the roster; but the deputy- 
judge-advocate (under orders from the commanding 
officer) issues the warrants, which are served by 
tie marshal of the regiment. Each captain pro- 
secutes his own men, and proves the charges 
against them, by means of his non-commissioned 
officers. On the whole, the business is usually 
conducted in a very correct manner, although the 
delinquents are frequently obliged to submit to 
incarceration, by reason of their inability to pay the 
fines inflicted. The non-commissioned oflScers are 
generally made from the white population; but 
coloured people of good character oft^n hold the 
rank, and perform the duties with great propriety. 
In the reb^on, this class was found particularly 
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serviceable. A Burgeon and two or three asaistant* 
are commissioned to each regiment; but from the 
vast number of medical men resident in every 
parish, many more of that profession hold battalioD 
rank also; consequently, there are few companies 
without a medical attendant, ready to act in that 
capacity, if required. ' 

It will not be amiBS here to notice the cause rf 
this great influx of the .^aculapian fraternity. If 
the mate juveniles of a faimty, not absolutely in 
business, amount to three in number, the parents 
have seemingly, of late years, Exed it as a rule, 
that law, physic, and divinity, must, as a matter of 
course, be their occupations. If above three, then 
the army and nav}' must furnish them with em- 
ployment. The consequence of which is, that the 
large (owns are amply provided with aspirants to the 
bench, and the country with candidates of the healing 
art. In divinity there is but little scope, from the 
numbers (although latterly considerably increased) 
absolutely required beii^ much smaller than of the 
ether professions. Should a medical nmn have 
sufficient inteieat to procure himself the appointment 
of " doctor" toa few properties, he has, at any rate, 
secured a livehhood, and is in a fair way to fortune 
by an increase of practice. The attorney, where no 
proprietor is resident, has this gift in his own hands; 
and if none of his own family have been bred to the 
profession, it is natural to suppose he will employ 
the gentlem^i most skilful and diligent, as the 
expence is invariably the same. 

Should the property comprise less than one 
hundred negroes, the charge for met^al attendance, 
per bead, i8»x shillings and eight pence per annum; 
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if more, fire shilling pei head; but, no medi(aae» 
are found by the piactitioner, unless sometfaingr 
not already in the medicine chest, is absolutely in- 
dispensable; then he supplies, and cbargea for it. 
He also receives a doubloon for every operation he 
performs, such as setting a leg or arm, amputation, 
&c, and is expected to make at least one visit a 
week to the hospital, even shoold none be on the sick 
list. If, on the other hand, there are any cases 
requiring medical advice or attention, his duty is to 
attend as often as necessary. He must invariably 
hasten to the spot when sent ht express, as, from the 
nature of the negro complaints, death may snatch 
the patient before the arrival of the doctor, should he 
procrastinate. In sickly seasons, they have no 
^neoure; but when the community is tolerably 
healthy, the medicalman, who has extensive practice, 
generally appropriates different days to different 
districts, and, if possible, sleeps at home every night, 
lest he should be called for to an accident, oi other 
particular case. One of these gentlemen, whose 
business was extensive and widely scattered, had 
the curiosity to mark down his daily rides for 
twelve months, and found that on an average, he had 
travelled at the rate of forty miles every day tot 
that period. It is natural to suppose the cost of 
horse-flesh must he immense U one of such connec- 
tions, and in this outlay much of the profit of his 
labour must be expended. To perform such journeys 
as those just alluded to, at least twenty horses and 
mules must be kept, which, <m their alternate arrival 
at home, after some hours' hard riding through the 
intense heat of the day, are not unfrequently 
neglected by the gtowD, perhaps scarcely rubbed 
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down, and then tnrned into a scanty pasture to sliift 
for themselves. The result of this conduct is often 
fatal to the animal. Of course, those of more 
confined practice, will only maintain a few horses, 
unless for the purpose of traffic, which is frequently 
the case. Indeed, almost every body amuses himself 
at times in horse deahng. 

The designation <^ " attorney " has already often 
occurred, and will, perhaps, frequently again; con- 
sequently, it is better at once to inform the reader 
that the individual here alluded to, probably never 
waa, or will be, a Tnember of the legal profession, 
. Agent or representative, factor or deputy, would 
either of them prove a more appropriate term, as he 
is predsely in this capacity, acting for the proprietor 
or claimant by whom he is appointed. He receives 
a regular power of attorney, which must be duly 
recorded in the ofRce of the island secretary, before 
he can commence his operations. He ought to be 
thoroughly skilled in the planting line, as regards 
everyproduct of the island; also to be well acquainted 
with the characters, customs, and management of the 
negro race. His temper should be mild, his habits 
abstemious, his reputation unsullied, his heart proof 
against all temptations, (for much will he meet with to ■ 
draw him from the strict path of honour and h<Hie8ty,) 
and his mind bent solely on the advancement of his 
employer's interest. 

However the appointment may have been dis- 
graced by some individuals, certain it is, there have 
heen, and still are, such men as above described. 
The situation is one of excessive anxiety to a good 
and conscientious man, and particularly during the 
crop time on a la^ estate, or a dry and sickly 
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season on a petui. His emoiumeats arise from the 
tmnual proceeds of the property,on which he receives 
six per cent.; consequently, should the sugar and 
nim exported realize £1,000, the attorney draws 
for £60. If from a penn, stock and wood should be 
disposed of, or hired labour furnished to the extent 
of £1,000 currency, the attorney cha^ee, in his 
annual account current with the proprietor, the sum 
of £60 as his commission. And, if he derives no 
advantages, (but this is rare indeed) in various 
other ways under his own immediate controul, from 
the property he has the management of to the 
detriment of his employer, he cettainly is not 
overpaid. 

It has before been stated, that most lowland pra< 
perties have their own fisherman and crabber, who 
are usually men advanced in years, and probably ca- 
pable of no laborious duty; consequently, in alluding 
to the unjustifiable custmns practised by some 
attorneys, the triHing circumstance of appropriating 
a daily supply of these luxuries to themselves, is by 
no means intended to form a part of the peccancies 
they are accused of, as may be suspected by some 
before whom this remark may come. There are 
many crimes of a fer graver nature ; but one instance 
of an urH»nscientious attorney may suffice. 

Some years ago, a gentleman, who was a native 
of Jamaica, died in England, having just previous 
to his death inherited laige possessions in that 
island; among other descriptions of property was 
one extensive penn, situate in a southern parish, 
comprising about 1,100 araes of land, and having 
attached to it upwards of three hundred slaves, and 
from seven to eight bundled head of stock of all 
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descriptions. From this gentleman's former know- 
ledge ^ a cerlain individual resident in the same 
parish, whose name should appear, had he not long 
since paid the debt of nature, and was, doudess, now 
receiving his merited reward: he had appointed 
him " his attorney," and being also in a very delicate 
state of health at the time, had nominated him 
besides, the " trustee and guardian of his children'' 
The gentleman's wife did not survive her husband 
twelve months. The children were fostered by, and 
brought up under, the immediate care of their 
paternal uncle and his lady in England, (also left 
guardian,) and who in no instance permitted these 
four orphans to feel or suffer from the irreparable 
loss they had sustained, but proved themselves, in 
every sense of the word, the best of pa^'enis. A 
claim was set up in Jamaica for a share of the 
possesions, and resisted by the attorney, who threw 
the business into chancery, thereby screening his 
own evil actions, and causing, by his specious but 
false representations, only a most trifling amount to 
be remitted annually for the maintenance and edu- 
cation of the orphans. By the father's will, they 
were not to receive their property until the youngest 
son should attain his majority, when two of the 
young jncn repaired to the island, after nineteen 
year's minority, and experienced the utmost difEculty 
in obtaining from him even their bare lands and 
slaves; nor could they effect this object, without 
furnishing him with an unqualified "release" for 
all his actions, transactions, and intromissions, re- 
lative to theit concerns, "from the beginning of the 
world till the present time .'" Thus was the precious 
document framed ! ! ! Under the principle tliat " fudf 
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a loaf is better than no bread," it was of coarse 
granted, and the minors became possessors of a 
skelehm patrimony. It was notorious throughout 
the parish, for all were able to judge of such common- 
place matters, that the very mininum of net 
annual proceeds to be derived from such properties, 
by the most mediocre management, should have beeii 
two thousand pounds a year, clear of contingent ex- 
pences, and independent of the heavy law charges 
with which the attorney had saddled the estates, 
by opposii^ the claim of the other party, and which 
claim, being a just one, he acknowledged himself 
could have been bought off at one time for five 
thousand pounds. The will directed that all over- 
plus monies beyond the cost of education, &c., were 
to be vested in the British funds for the benefit of 
the children on their attaining majority. For the 
nineteen years of minority, the averse remittance 
did not exceed three hundred pounds annually; 
so that, in fact, if bare justice had been done, at 
least sixteen hundred pounds a year was to be 
accounted for. Consequently, there ought to have 
remained, at any rate, thirty thousand four hundred 
pounds, to be handed over to the minors, in 1815, 
if due diligence had been used. Not one fraction 
did they receive, but a list of worthless debts which 
could never be collected, by reason of death or 
insolvency having overtaken moat of the creditors, 
to the amount of more than three thousand pounds. 
Notwithstandii^ which, the minors were compelled, 
on taking possession, to pay to the relinquishing 
attorney between two and three hundred poimds 
currency of hard money, stated to be due to him 
from the properties in the accounts he had tendered 



for the inspectioD of the m&ster io chancery. It will 
appear extraordinary, and, perhaps, impossible, to 
the person unversed in such matters, that bo large an 
amount should have been forthcoming, yet was not. 
It is, therefore, but proper to expose the chicanery 
and villainous management that had been resorted to. 
This obdurate Crcesus, for such he had become, jvas 
fully aware that his object was to keep down the 
annual proceeds of the inheritance. It has been 
said, that the principal property, that is, the one to 
which all the rest were mere dependencies, was a 
large penn, or farm, on which were bred great 
quantities of stock. On one occasion, when visiting 
the property for the express purpose of inspecting the 
stock, he remarked to the overseer " that, as the 
weather was rather dry in the lowlands generally, 
and the young homed stock might deteriorate, or 
even decrease, he would, for the benefit of the pro- 
perty, send two gentlemen to value them, and would 
then remove such as they valued to his mountwn 
situation, where they would not be in such danger, 
and he would take tJie responsibility on himself, by 
paying for them; or else they should be forwarded 
to another mountain property in his neighbourhood, 
where young stock could be well maintained, and 
for which he was the attorney." 

Let it be here remarked, that this honourable 
man, and faithful guardian, invariably employed 
the most illiterate beings as his overseers and 
book-keepers, because, being unable either to read 
or write, they could enter no transactions, and keep 
no accounts. In a few days, two of his own crea- 
tures of course arrived, and valued ninety-three 
heads of young steers, bulkins, and heifers, at £3 
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ciuraicy per head, which were at least Worth £7 
or £8 each at that period, having previously had 
thai instructions. The young animals were con- 
sequently driven immediately to his place, and 
became the foundation of an immensely lucrative 
herd. 

This blow alone was sufficient to ruin the penn, 
for it necessarily cramped the sale of steers and fat 
cattle for many years to come. These, thus removed, 
had of course no substitutes of the same years, 
which caused a considerable decrease in the annual 
crop accounts ever afterwards, and this was all he 
required/ He thus paid £279 for what, at a fair 
valuation, he ought to have paid at least £697, 
independent of the fact, that none but the most 
hardened villain could have committed an act by 
which the orphans' property was to be thus, in a 
measure, annihilated. 

From any place, of which he was the manager, 
he suppliedhimself withdomestics,fre&,of charges, 
horses, mules, and waggons, whenever he wanted 
them for his own purposes. He would have many 
tons of logwood cut on each lowland property, and 
fustic on the mountain ones, which, when safety 
delivered at the wharf, he caused to be valued as 
above-mentioned. For this he gave credit to the 
respective properties, at the valuation prices; then 
sliipped, or sold the wood again himself for at 
least double the amount. 

Whenever the overseers killed mutton, pork, or 
veal, as is the custom every week or fortnight on 
some properties, it was a well understood thing 
how much was to be sent to this "excellent" 
attorney, so that no day passed without several 
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negro boys being seen riding up to his house: some 
laden with a quarter of mutton and a basket of crabs ; 
some with a quarter of veal and a large dish of 
fish; some with Haifa lamb, and a lot of vegetables 
of a peculiarly fine sort, and raised with much 
labour, at the expence of some mountain property; 
some with an equal proportion of pork and a bag 
or wallet of turtle ; some with a quantity of wild 
ducks, teal, or snipes, all of which it had taken a 
negro one day's labour to procure, and another to 
convey to the great man's residence. Waggons 
were constantly seen transporting com for some of 
the attorneyships, for his own use; and pouUry 
was considered a mere trifle, as it arrived whole- 
sale. Thus did he live at no expence at home; 
and, when absent on his periodical migrations, each 
property subsisted himself and followers with the 
best, as long as he chose to honour it by a sojourn 
there. 

Decency forbids a detail of his profligate habits 
while accomplishing his occasional progress through 
the properties under his charge; but, suffice it to 
say, his example was shameful. 

Although he commenced his career only as a 
plantation medical attendant, it is credibly asserted 
that this man left behind him the enormous sum of 
£100,000 in the funds, and a fine penn in Jamaica ; 
yet, such was the abhorrence in which his actions ■ 
were held, that not more than two or three respect- 
able inhabitants attended his remains to the grave, 
although he had held the first rank and offices in 
the parish: he lived despised, and died unmoumed. 

This is the true| character, and a few, very few, 
of the actions, of one ahnost unprecedented rogue. 
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and merely related to show how much an attorney 
has in his power. 

After his funeral, the following just, though not 
extremely harmonious epitaph, was handed about 
the parish, seXA. to be the extemporaneous effusion 
of an orphan, who, with his family, had suffered 
severely from his villcuiies: — ■ 



It is not from respect to his memory that the 
wretch's name is withheld, as may readily be 
supposed; but from a regard to the feelings of those 
he has left behind, who had no hand in, or controul 
over, his vile actions. The reader is assured there 
ate few who have reached his acme in wickedness. 

The qualifications requisite for an efficient at- 
torney have already been noticed; nor will they 
be deemed too great, when it is known that his 
power is almost absolute over the charge entrusted 
to him. The times,, even in this point, are greatly 
altered, and men are much more conscientious than 
formerly; nevertheless, abuses still too frequently 
occur. To attempt fixing a precedent, by which 
to calculate the intrinsic value of properties at 
the present moment, were next to madness. It 
will, therefore, be deemed enough to show the sad 
depreciation that has occurred within the last few 
years, which may be easily ascertained, by noting, in 
a few instances, the difference of former valuations 
and late actual sales of the same properties, where 
such have taken place. 
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In the year 1817, a &mily, consisting of four 
persons, who had inherited some extensive pos- 
sessions in the parish of St. Elizabeth, and on which 
there was a small incumbrance, with a view to a 
sale, appointed valuators, of the most respectable 
and . intelligent class, to ascertain the intrinsic 
worth of these properties, who, on summing up the 
different amounts, found the sum total to be sixty- 
four thousand pounds currency. Circumstances sub- 
sequently arose, which materially altered the plans 
of the proprietors, and they decided on retaining 
them, dividing the annual net proceeds. We must 
presume they were well managed, as no inclina- 
tion was evinced by any of the parties for a change, 
till 1830, when the same properties were advertized 
for sale, in the Jamaica papers, for many months, 
without any fixed price, and no application was 
made. They were even put up at the Auction Mart, 
in London, and va pwchaaer came forward: here, 
then, was a most pointed depreciation. In the same 
parish, a property, consisting of seventeen hundred 
acres of land, comprising wood, grass, and com Iwid, 
also underwood and Savannah, was to be sold in 
1824, and the sum offered was five thousand pounds 
currency. The proprietor, considering it really 
worth six thousand pounds, and knowing the in- 
tendii^ purchaser could scarcely do without, and 
could well afford to pay for the place, by reason of 
the advantages he had already derived fi^itn it, 
demanded five thousand five hundred pounds. While 
the negociation was pending, the proprietor's health 
rendered it necessary for him to qtut the country, 
and, on his return in 1829, was glad to accept of 
seventeen hundred pounds, viz. one pooiid per acre 
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for the property, ia consequence of the immense 
depredation in West India property at that time. 
Not many miles bom E^gston, a gentleman, 
in 1830, paid eight thousand pounds for a fine estate, 
that had beenfidrly valued, a few years previously, 
at fiirty thousand pounds. In Montego Bay, St, 
James's, a house was sold for four hundred pounds, 
in 1831, that had been pordiased by the profsietor, 
only ten years previously, for two thousand pounds. 
In Bladt River, SL Elizabeth's, a house, and land 
adjoining, was sold for three hundred and fifty pounds, 
in 1832, that had, a few years previously, fetched 
eighte^i hundred pounds. In 1831, (and ever since,) 
fine planters' steers were selling at fifteen and 
sixteen pounds each, that in 1817 would readily have 
been taken offby the attom^for estates at thirty-two 
pounds ten shiUinge, and thirty-five pounds each. 
Mules were down to twenty pounds ; and their price, 
at the former period, was thirty-sev^n pounds ten 
shillings, and &rty pounds. Horses suffered in value 
after the some ratio. The depreciatitm in slaves 
has aheady been noticed; and it only remains to 
add, that the labour of able people could now be had 
at one shilling and eight-pence a day, which, never 
betbre, was under, on an average, less than double 
hat sum. Good tradesmen, such as masons, car- 
penters, Sm. could be hired at twenty pounds a year, 
and the common price, previously, was forty pounds. 
In abort, such was the dreadfully depressed state of 
all things, that even majiy of the store-keepers failed, 
in Kingston paHiciUarly, in QHisequence of the utter 
imposubility of collecting their outstanding debts, 
because their customers could not actually provide 
the money to meet the public demEUtda a^iinst them. 
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Here then is (me of the evils of that eKtsiiBive credit 
that prevails in Jamaica. Under the impreaston that 
the payment will not be made for months, ot even 
years, the store-keeper puts an entsmous profit on 
his goods; should the customer die in the interim, 
it is much moie than probable, the seller may make 
up his mind to five shillings in the pound, or lees; but 
should he survive till the usual period of annual 
payment, in very many instances, "it is not quite 
convenient, and the account must run on." The 
following will shew the bad eifects of lt«tg credit. 
An old gentleman, moving in the first society, but 
who bad by some means runout both his means and 
credit, one day entered the store where he usufdly 
dealt, and inquired for some articles he wanted. 
The store-keeper, in a modest manner, reminded liim 
of his long overdue account, and wished to know by 
what means he proposed its liquidation, slating, that 
no further supplies could be furnished till something 
satisfactory was done. " Oh! " said he, " don't make 
yourself uneasy, I'll settle it immediately. You keep 
bond-stamps; let me have one for the proper sum." 
He then ascertained the exact amount of baUnce due 
by himself to the store, fiUed up the bond, and handed 
it to the store-keeper with perfect composure, saying 
" There, thank God, that debt's paid." Itis, perhaps, 
needless to remark, that the bond was not taken op 
by him. 

Another individual, had, some weeks previously, 
entered a retail store, and purchased a piece of Irish 
linen at an exorbitant price. On his friends' re- 
marking, that the linen was excessively dear, 
"Perhaps so," said he, " but it will be excessively 
cheap, before I pay for it." To a person lately 
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arrived feom England, the inspection of a " aUyre" 
particularly in the country parts, would afford infinite 
amusement. Thete is scarcely an article belonging 
to any department, that is not to be found in one of 
these emporiums, or on the wharfs : hats and ham- 
mers; ^inkets and tea-pots; stationery and saddles ; 
rum, sugar, and salt; toys and tin-pans; mouse-tnps 
and mill-stones; gloves and goblets; wines, com, 
and honey ; salt beef and pork ; hosiery and medi- 
cines; wood, coals, and tar; tea, cofTee, and tools of 
every description ; coat£, spices, and ladies' bonnets, 
&c. &c ; in short, the question should not be. What 
do they contain^ but on the contrary, What do they 
not contain 1 so extensive is the assortment, even 
in stores of the most moderate description. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Abnntei Proprietor — An Attornei/'t viiit to a Propertjf — 
Supplitt — Bilh of Exehangt — ftoadiafidRoai-making — 
^iet* oflh»pmailing Sytem — GtUa aerot* the Roade—' 
Ltmd Svrveyort, their mode of ProttdMre in Catet of 
renaxtg, {[c. — Anecdote — Action brought to Trial — 
Hardakipt of the Potteuion Law. 

On a fail calculation, the remark has frequently 
been made, that out of every hundred properties, of 
all descriptions, throughout the island of Jamaica, 
seventy are managed by attomies ot deputies. 
Surely, then, it cannot be uninteresting to those who 
have long been absentees, and are likely to continue 
so, that a slight sketch of proceedings should be laid 
before them; for, let an attorney be ever so com- 
municative and conscientious, it is not possible, or 
expedient, for him to fill up his correspondence with 
minutitB. Many ofthese gentlemen have hundreds of 
letters to write by every packet to their constituents, 
merchants, and others, which are only copied by 
their clerks, and the duplicates prepaiedin readiness, 
for the subsequent packet, or a vessel about to sail 
from the nearest port. An attorney who has many 
properties under his charge, and particularly if they 
are situated in different parishes remote &om each 
other, has quite enough to do, if he make aperioi^cal 
visit to the most distiuit once a month, in order that 
he may report the state of things to the absentee 
poprietor. Such as are nearer, of course, have the 
advantage of his repeated inspection; but he is 
careful to place his most trusty and intelligent 



,:,.„„.-.„., Got^gk- 



oveTseers on those he has the least frequent oppor- 
tunity of visiting. On his arriTal, h,e minutely 
examines into every thing, listens to complaints or 
appeals from the negroes, observes, with & scrutinizing 
eye, the state of cultivation, the mode of management, 
and inquires into the discipline adopted by his 
deputy; also makes such changes as he deems 
requisite, and gives directions for the future. Should 
any glaring remissness or impropriety appear on the 
part of the overseer, another is immediately sent to 
take charge, and the culprit removed. The plantation 
and hospital books aie carefully examined, in order 
that he may the better judge, whether or not the 
property is deriving benefit from the overseer's plans 
and operations; also, if the medical man is regular 
in his visits, and attentive to the sick. If it is a sugar 
estate, and the mill about, the sample undergoes the 
strictest scrutiny; and if a planiation, the c^ee at 
ginger is, in like manner, closely inspected. If a 
penn, the calUe are Invariably collected for Uie same 
purpose, and the attorney generally rides through 
all the pastures to witness their omdition, and 
accompanies the overseer to each gai^ of negroes at 
their work, in order to afford diem the opportunity 
of complainii^ to him, should they feel themselves 
aggrieved by the treatment of the overseer. He 
also makes a point of being peTS(»ially present at the 
annual distribution of clothing to the negroes, which 
policy ensures the regular supply to each, without 
partiality, favour, or affection; unless, in some very 
particular cases, he leaves the appointment of book- 
keepers in the hands of his respective overseers, 
which is certainly prudent, as it prevents jealousy, 
and furnishes the overseer with a proper autlKoify 
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over those of the inferior grade. He is, (xmsequentty, 
answerable to the attorney, should he make an 
impolitic appointment. The white carpenter on an 
e9tate,is, of course, nominated by the attorney; as is 
also the medical attendant. All accounts against 
each property must be first attested by the overseer 
before presented to the attorney fiw payment, thereby 
preventing fraud. By the packet sailing from 
Jamaica to England, at the latter end of August or 
beginning of September, the attorney inmishes the 
proprietor, (or merchant, if so directed,) with a list 
of such supplies, clothing, &c. as will be required 
on the property for the use of the following year; 
thus afibrding time for all to be procured, packed, 
and forwarded by the vessels usually leaving 
England about November, and arriving in the West 
Indies about Christmaa. Some proprietoiB, resident 
in England, purchase and forward these themselves; 
but the general practice is, to leave the whole in the 
hands of the merchant, to whom the crop is annually 
^pped, who ke^ps a running account with the 
propriety, at home or elsewhere. At this period, 
also, (August,) the attorney draws his bills on the 
proprietor, or his merchant, as the arrangement may 
be, for the amount of balance due to him in account 
cuTrent,ibrcontingenciespaidandexpences defrayed, 
during the last year. The premium varies from ten 
to twenty-five per cent.; but the average of tbe last 
few years has been twenty per cent. They are 
drawn in triplicate; but the third, of exchange, seldom 
leaves the island in these peaceable times. 

Although some resident pr(q)rietorB are excellent' 
attomies, the opinion greatly prevails ovi of the 
island, that what is called a "large attorney," that 
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is, one holding aeveral properties, is the moet likely 
person to make a sure return and regular awival 
remiUances, particularly in the case of a penn; 
because, having sugar estates also under his ma- 
nag^ment, he has, within his own controul, that vent 
jbr the surplus steers and mules ammaUy bred in the 
place, which another individual, not so circumstanced, 
cannot possibly possess. At the first view, this 
reasoning may appear conclusive; but it is wcU 
known in the island, that if a man is famed for a 
breed of good, strong, hardy stock on his penn, they 
will never lie on hand, as every honest attorney will 
seek and purchase the best cattle he can find for his 
constituent, at the market-price, rather than procure 
inferior animals for which he must pay the same. 

The absentee should appoint the best and moat 
intelHgent man, rather than a Utrge attorney, if 
he does but possess strict integrity, as saaB 
represent properties so distant, that the owners 
seldom see them. 

From the mountainous nature of the island, it may 
be presumed that the roads are not of the best 
description' throughout the country. Indeed, the 
system of road-making pursued in almost every 
parish is truly ridiculous; for, instead of raising a 
certain sum annually, erecting turnpikes, and forming 
the roads, a very contrary plan is adopted; the road- 
tax is laid by the vestry, at its annual road meeting, 
and generally amounts to two days' labour for each 
negro. For instance, a place on which twenty negroes 
are located, would be charged with five pounds 
currency, for road tax, at the rate of two shillings 
and sixpence a day, being forty days labour. Way- 
wardens are nominated by the vestry, whose duty is 
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to call upon each owner for his proportion of laboui 
at a certain period of the year, when he may 
send as many as he pleases, but must make up the 
amount of bis road allotment tax. The owner may, 
how6vei, refuse or n^ect to turn out his people; 
but then he must pay the amount in money, with 
his other taxes, in Ai^;ust. This is, nerettheleas, 
rarely. practised; for, besides its being a kind of 
playtime for the n^oes, every person finds it hard 
enough to muster money for his parochial and public 
taxes, without adding that of the road to the amount; 
he, consequently, prefers sending a proportion of his 
negroes to work out the amount. Whether the 
waywarden is proprietor, or overseer, it is seldom 
that he can be spared from the property to overlook 
the workers on the road.forperhapsaweek tt^ethei: 
he, therefore, most frequently delegates his authority 
to a book-keeper, almost invariably quite ignorant 
of that kindoflabour, but previously, andoccasionally 
while on the road, fumisliiiig him with instructions 
how to proceed. It is, notwithstanding, most ludiaous 
totvitnesstheoperationsoftheassemblage. Perhaps 
<Mie hundred and fifty or two hundred slaves, of all 
colours and sizes, are engaged. In a deep cavity, of a 
somewhat CTumbllng rock, near the road-side, which 
they term a " marl hole," are seen, probably, from 
ten to twenty men, with heavy hoes, keeping time to 
a tune that ts chaunted by the whole, dashing their in- 
struments against the almost impenetrable substance, 
with but little effect. After a time, what Uttie is 
obtained they draw back, and, stepping forward 
again, proceed to make another attack, while a gang 
of women or children fill their small bowls, or bits of 
baskets, with the precious treasuie, and, walking 
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in rows, convey it to some particular spot, that has 
teen long excavated by heavy cart-wheels and the 
gushing mountain torrent, if on the side of a hill, or 
near a steep place, when, under the especial direc- 
tion of the driver, they discharge their pigmy loads 
and return for more : of course, the first Severe rains 
wash all away again, and leave the same cavity. 

At another spot we find, perhaps, a dozen or twenty 
able hands merrily employed in digging oat, with 
their hoes, the roadside guttering, that has been 
choaked by the dirt being washed into it; the 
superfluous material of which they again replace, 
by filling bowls or baskets, in its former situation 
in the middle of the toad, and which the first heavy 
shower causes once more to be distributed in unequal 
proportions, between the lately excavated drains on 
each side. 

When the land is not very valuable, or of much 
consequence, some way-warden, anxious to make 
the most of his brief authority, and demonstrate 
what he considers to be his skill in road-making, 
may be seen busily employed in turning the road 
out of its former course, in order to avoid a piece of 
rock, or a slight declivity; by which he is, in fact, 
making a most awkward turn, or elbow, perceptible 
to c^l but himself, and subsequently considered so 
unwarrantable and inconvenient, that his successor 
deems it expedient, the following year, to bring back 
the road to its former line, although the new one has 
been effected at double the expence and labour the 
original would have cost. 

Under these circumstances, it cannot be supposed 
that good roads are a prominent feature in the &ce 
of tlie country. la the immediate vidnity of the 
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lai^e toinia, more cdigible plans are adopted, and 
the roads, in some instances, are extremely good. 

A tenible nuisance exists in some parts, which is 
caused by gates being placed across the public loads 
by proprietors of properties, to prevent the stock from 
rambling from one pasture to another. According 
to the strict letter of the law, every individual who 
places a gate for his own convenience across a pubUc 
road, is bound to keep a watchman, or woman, con- 
stantly there, to open and shut it as required. In 
most cases, a comioTtable thatched house is erected 
by the proprietor, and a neat small garden enclosed 
and attached. A negro of either sex, somewhat 
■advanced in years, or otherwise incapable of much 
labour, is stationed at the gate with all necessary in- 
junctions; and, in order to prevent excuse for absence, 
a weekly allowance of provisions is furnished to the 
person so stationed, or else another is sent to reheve 
him, while he takes the days to himself allowed by 
law. So disobedient and negligent are some, that 
neither threats nor rewards will induce them to 
refrain from leaving the post, by which delinquency 
travellers are put to serious inconvenience. It is by 
tto means uncommon for a watchman to fall so fast 
asleep in his house, that the loudest and most 
incessant call from a passenger will not awake him; 
the gentleman, then considering him absait, and 
being unable to leave his horse for the purpose of 
seaicbing for the supposed absentee, is compelled to 
alight from his gig, (his servant most likely being 
fta- behind, as is their usual custom,) and effect his 
advance the best way he can. Sometimes the negro 
is actually awsy from his post; and, to the detriment 
of the unoffending master, the exasperated traveller 
leaves the gate standing wide open, 
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In the particulai district where lies the scene of 
action of the late rebellion, the roads are thiough an 
uncommonly uneven country, thickly wooded, and 
abounding in dangerous precipices, deep ravines, 
and high mountains on every side. The passages 
are cut, so as to preserve the level pretty well, along 
the sides of the hilla, to the width of from sixteai to 
twenty feet, where it is possible; but, in many 
cases, they are not more than twelve feet wide, so 
that a person driving a horse, not very temperate, 
is many times in imminent danger of his life before 
he completes hia journey. On one side there fre- 
quently appears an inacce^ble rocky mountain, 
clothed to the road with trees and underwood; on 
the other, a yawning abyss. 

This certainly was the kind of country moat 
appropriate for the machinations of the negro rebel, 
and was well chosen in most other respects. From 
the description already given of the manner in which 
the road-tax is worked out, it will readily be con- 
ceived that no very great improvement is annually 
made on these naturally shelving roads, as immense 
rocks require constantly to be removed by blasting, 
which occupies a great portion of the labour that 
would otherwise be exp^ded in widening the passage 
and hardening the surface. Much blame is attached 
to the surveyors in former days, who, either from 
ignorance or indolence, did not avail themselves 
of the most eligible tracks. As a proof that this 
assertion is correct, there is scarcely a road vestry, 
(which occurs once a year,) without an apphcation 
for a new road through some district or other, which 
is to shorten the distance and avoid declivities. 
While on the subject of surveyors, the leftdet may 



D,<,,r,:^i 1„ Google 



103 

as well be here made acquainted with the operations 
of that seemingly indispensible class of society; 
although the less he has to do with them, and Uieir 
coadjutors of the legal tribe, the better for Ms pocket. 

On sugar estates; as the cane-holes are frequently 
dug by what is called " a jobber," who undertakes 
to perfonn the work with his own people at a 
stipulated sum per acre, if the portion agreed for 
has not previously been measured, the surveyor 
must be employed to ascertain the extent before the 
bill can- be discharged. It is, however, sometimes 
contracted for at a certain sum for every hundred 
cane-holes. 

All surveying is performed in Jamaica by the 
chain and theodolite. The surveyor arrives, runs 
the piece of land, furnishes the diagram, and it 
must be of trifling extent, if his charge does not 
amount to a doubloon. But the work in which 
these gtotlemen most luxuriate, is when land is to 
be surveyed, from which the surrounding neighbours 
have either wilfully, or through inadvertence, added 
a slice of the original patent to their own adjoining 
possessions. On such occaaicais, let not the pro- 
prietor of the land, proposed to be ascertained by 
re-survey, expect to be borne harmless; even if he 
is willing to relinquish the trespasses, and rest 
satisfied with whatever remains of bis rightful pro- 
p^ty, neither surveyor nor lawyer can listen to this. 

But, to conmience the statement of difficulties : 
The land we presume to be situate in any parish 
distant from Spanish Town, because there the 
claim is akoost sure to be tried. The surveyor 
employs the lawyer to search for, and take out of 
the Island Secretary's Office, the diagram of a 
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certain patent of, say three hundred acres. In 
former days this was the tisual patent ; although, on 
re-survey, some of them nm two or three times that 
extent. If more runs than one are reqvured, bo 
much the better, as then the grist increasra thick 
and threefold. After considerable time and great 
trouble, the clerk finds the patent duly recorded, 
and the rarveyor is fiimished with all its buttinga 
and bindings in the most correct manner. Now 
the surveyor searches the most ancient [dans in 
the possession of the pari^ in which the patent 
lies, ascertains, to a nicety, what are the adjoimng 
properties, and how they are called upon this patent, 
wAi'cA is the senior one, and what likely encroach- 
menta have been made. The greater number of 
intrusions, the more work for himself, consequently 
the more lucrative the job. Having completed 
these preliminaries, he writes out notices of a re- 
surveying to every party concerned, and either 
causes them to be personally served on each, for 
which he charges a fine sum, or transmits them 
for that purpose to the proprietor, who, probably, 
accomplishes this necessary form in a more econo- 
mical way, through the means of some one or mote 
of the white people in his own employ; the notice 
of re-survey must also be published for a certain 
time in the county paper. All parties having taken 
up their quarters at the bouses of friends and 
acquaintances in the immediate neighbourhood, on 
the preceding day, are ready for the conflict about 
to ensue; and an event of this nature, when the 
claim is of old standing, creates some anxiety, and 
much curiosity prevails. 

On (Hie occauon, the foUowing jm tt^-eaprit 
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dicited considerable meiriment. A jocose fuid 
witty gentletnas, formerly resident in the parish of 
Manchester, having invited to his house the whole 
of a party engaged in surreyii^ some lands in his 
nei^booihood, waa frequently pressed by one of his 
friends then present to order m the diftner, stating 
tliat all were extremely hungry; but the worthy 
boat always gave some excuse for non-compliance. 
At length his friend said, " My good f^low! I know 
^rour vBOxX punctuality, and am quite aware that it 
is OQiw full h^ an hour beyond your accustomed 
time: surely tome accident must have- befallen 
your cocdt, or your dimiet," " Neither one nor the 
other," was the reply; "but as you must know 
the cause of delay, I will inform you. Amoi^ our 
guests to-day there are bo less than three surveyors. 
Look uound the room, and you will perceive that 
one of tiion has not yet completed his toilet The 
moment he enters, dinner will be announced, fi^ 
I always like these gentlemen to " sketch and 
set together. '.'.'" 

For the information of some readers, it must be 
eiq)lained, that as soon as the first negro draws the 
chain to it« extent, he is checked by the hindmost 
one, who calls out " sketch and set." The foremost 
then sticks a peg into the ground, and answers 
"down; " when he proceeds again to draw the chain, 
till checked by his companion as before, and so on 
till completed. 

The day appcnnted arrives. The employer must 
fiitmBh from eight to ten negroes: some to cut the 
boidies, two to stretch the chain, one to carry pn^ 
and water, and one the theodolite. Should the land 
have becai vmucnpied for awae years, or never cnlti- 
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vated, there can be do doubt but some tretpiuter 
will be found on it, and this will soon be known by 
the number of people assembled at-&e startii^ 
point, awaiting: the surveyor's arrival. All things 
being prepared, the chain proceeds until it reaches 
the first trespass, when it is lifted by the person 
who conceives it is about to pass through a part 
of his rights. The surveyor now itiforms his 
employer, who makes a point of being present, if 
possible, that he must choose his alternative, either 
to resign whatever quantity is claimed by the in- 
dividual who raised the chain, or commence an 
action of ejectment against him for its recovery. 
Sometimes, however, the trespass, if of trifling 
extent, is compromised on the< spot, and all future 
litigation, inconvenience, and expence, avoided; 
in this first instance, we will conclude it is bo. For 
the clear elucidation of the subject and proceedings, 
the chain again proceeds, and, after a certain dis- 
tance, is once more taken up by another adjoining 
proprietor, who having, perhaps, purchased the 
property he holds, including the twenty, thirty, 
forty, or more acres, of the next patent, and re- 
ceived possession of it from the seller, without the 
knowledge of the present employer, will, on no 
account, either permit the chain to proceed, or 
consent to a compromise, for what he deems his 
undoubted and legal right. All now is caution : 
not a step further do^ the surveyor dare to stretch 
his chain, unless his empl^^er chooses to admit this 
person's claim; and then the chain must travel, 
according to the lines pointed out by the supposed 
trespasser. If, however, he is once induced to 
relinquish the lines laid Mown by his own office* 
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plan, he will find plenty of slices taken off his 
(mginal patent. Such an act would be madness; 
and he finds himaelf compelled to adopt the other 
alternatiTe. This puts an end to the survey at 
present His surveyor is immediately instructed 
to issue an ejectment, and to apply to the Court 
for an order, authorising the surveyor to traverse 
the lands, so that he may ascertain the exteml of the 
trespass in dilute, and also inform himself of any 
others that may exist. Ailer innumerable obstacles 
and much delay, notice of the action is duly served, 
but sometimes with considerable inconvenience, as 
the parties invariably give each other as much 
trouble as possible. According to law, one notice 
must be served on the supposed trespasser; one 
placed on some conspicuous part of the trespass, 
on a tree, if possible; and another kept to prove 
the service- The order of court being granted, 
and the necessary traverses made by tJie surveyor, 
he probably finds that this proprietor's patent of 
three hundred acres, would be reduced to one-half 
that extent, were he to permit the surrounding en- 
croachments. 

A surveyor is appointed on the other side, and a 
day fixed for the two to make out separate reports 
at the foot of an immense diagram, shewing the 
exact edtuation of the patent claimed, including all 
the trespasses distinctly, but differently odoured, 
and atound which the whole of the adjacent and 
adjoining patents are delineated. Three of these 
expensive documents are always necessary : one iva 
the court, one for the counsel, and one for the jury; 
the original sometimes cost seventy or eighty pounds 
currency, including its incidental expences. It 
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' almost invahably happens that each surveyor takes 
his fixing from a different spot, and by this meuis 
one of them will make it appear that the land claimed 
does not lie zoitkin many miles of the place specified 
by the other. There are, besides this, tlipg of the 
different patents that comprise the whole extent of 
the neighbourhood, for many miles round, to be 
obtained out of the secretary's office ; all of which 
must accord with the general scheme, and there 
must be three sets of them. The right adjustment 
of these pieces of paper is called "fixing the plats." 
It matters not how numerous these slips may be, but 
five shillings is diarged for each of the originals, and 
two shillings and sixpence each for every copy. When. 
all is ready, notices of trial are served on all the 
parties concerned. The plantiff, of course, extremely 
anxious to bring the affair to a speedy conclusion, 
uses every exerticn, and spares no expence, to carry 
up his witnesses to the court in Spanish Town, 
where the ejectment cause is to be tried. With the 
subpoena to each witness, he must band to him, at th« 
same dme, two ryals (about one shilling wid three- 
pence currency) as service money, and one shilling p^ 
mile for whatever distance it may be from hie (the 
witness's) residence to the grand court; and lest 
from poverty, or any other cause, the i^antiff should 
fear an inclination on the part of any witness to avoid 
the journey, he will at once supply him with a 
conveyance. No one can imagine the labour en- 
dured by the plantiff, when it becomes necessary 
for him act as " whipper-in to the vntnesses :" after, 
perhaps, broiling and fretting in Spanish Town all 
the early days of the court, and using, innumerable 
enticements to keep the witnesses in good humour. 
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the moTning arrives on which the case is to be tried. 
The attorney is deeply engaged with the barrister 
who is to conduct the cause, and the plaintiff finds it 
his indispensible duty to collect the witnesses, and 
keep them in court until called for. The court 
is now crowded, and, of course, excessively hot. 
Some of the witnesses havii^ probably journeyed 
far the same morning, or paid too much court to tJie 
jolly god on their arrival the preceding night, feel 
much inclined for frequent potations of the limpid 
stream, and clandestinely quit Aeco\iit" to cool their 
copperi" The plaintiff, on hearing of the absence 
of a witness, immediately goes in pursuit, and, after 
traversing the greater part, perhaps, of Spanish 
Town, tJirougb a broiling sun, discovers the delin- 
quent enjoying a "cool tankard" This may occur 
more than (mce before the trial commences. 

At let^th the awful moment approaches: the 
name of the suit is called, and all is anxiety, when 
the defendant's counsel not unfrequently rises and 
reads to die court an " affidavit ofmateriaiUy," as 
it is called, stating the unavoidable absence of a 
most material, witness on their side, and praying 
the postponement of the hearing until the next 
coort. It is invariabty granted ; and the plaintiff 
has gone throogh all the fatigue, anxiety, and ex- 
pence, ibr such a result. 

In former days, this kind of proceeding could be 
practised, until the fifth court from the calling on 
of Uie suit; bat, a few years ago, the late Chief 
Justice Scarlett established the rule of court, that if 
an action in ejectment was not brought to trial at 
the third court, it should be discontinued. The 
plaintiff can, certainly, if he chooses, postpone it 
himself, at the second court, by a similar affidavit. 
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or a sick certificate, duly attested by a medical 
practitioner, and then it must come on next time; 
but he seldom wishes procrastination, and is, of 
course, desirous to avoid unnecessary expences. 

Granting, then, that the action has been in- 
evitably delayed till the third court, the parties now 
meet for the first time in battle array; all their 
forces mustered, and every maoceuvre practised to 
gain information as to the probable result: this is 
called " ear-wiffffinff." The grand court seldom 
lasts mate than four or five days at the farthest; 
and the contending parties are kept in constant 
nncertainty as to the identical day on which their 
fete wiU be decided, until it arrives. 

When the trial actually commences, should there 
be DO flaws oi irregularities by wbidi the defendant 
may procure its discontinuance in toio, oH proceeds 
with becoming z^ularity, and great ingenuity is 
sometimes displayed by the barristers in their 
addresses to the court and jury. The examination 
of witnesses, however, is at times truly ludicrous, 
and causes a relaxation even in the usual rigidity 
of muscle preserved by the judges themselves. 

An action in ejectment is aivjays an interesting 
case, as sonetimeB so mnch depends on a most 
trifling circumstance. Many actioos have been 
gained by the trick of postponing till the last court, 
as, during the intervals, perhaps the only individual 
(often extremely aged) who could have proved the 
possession in the plaintiff within the twenty years 
required by law, had been gathered to his fotheig. 
In these actions, however, there are many ano- 
malies, and various inconsistences: among others, 
it is certainly a hardship, tlut a person possessing 
three patents of uncultivated woodland, containing 
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three hundred acres each, lying line and line witb 
one another, and exactly in the form of three playing ' 
caids placed alongside of each other, should not be 
considered as in the possession of the other two, 
because he had only placed his settlement, or pos- 
session-house, on the end of one of the Haee; 
notwithstanding he had a regular road or path from 
one end of the land to the other, by which the 
occupier of his possession-house conveyed to market 
all.the provisions he raised on the outside patent. 

Shortly previous to the death of Chief Justice 
Jackson, this unprecedented case was established 
by him, and a gentleman, the undoubted owner of 
the glands, lost a most expensive action, because 
Ms Other's attorney had not deemed it necessary 
to occupy each respective patent. 

It also requires amendment, that if a determined 
n^e chooses to plant himself in the midst of a 
tract of woodland, where his habitation can remain 
unknown to all but those he intends as his future 
witnesses of possession, for the space of seven 
years, and obttuns a written conveyance, called 
, " a title," from one of these brother villains, who 
has no shadow of claim himself, he camiot he 
expeUed, provided this wroi^fiil instrument has 
been placed on record for the space of seven years. 
Again, should a similar scoundrel settle himself in 
an unfrequented spot, where his trespass may remain 
unnoticed, without even the form of a title, his 
possession alone gives him a perfect title, if he can 
prove a residence on the land for the space of 
twenty years, to the exclusion of the right owner, 
although the trespass has always been utterly 
unknown to bim. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Harbovri'~OtUporU—VaU»re0 of the MerehtnU Captain— 
Dmrderly-hevtat tit hingiton — The Pr*n — Horn eott- 
dueled—Expeiutt oftl«wt}>ap«rt andtnode ff TVowmiMUm 
— Pmodieait — Merchanli' Pennt — Their Pridt of Bgvi- 
page — The Jevt, their EttailiMhtnentt — The Current 
Coin— Port Royal Street — Htaohert — Medieal Men — 
Country-buUt Vehicle* — Tavemi on the Road— Pare and 
Aetonamodation to be expeeted — Charyei. 

The harbours in the islaod of Jamaica (in general) 
are tolerably secure ; those of Port Royal ai^ King- 
ston are well sheltered, and oxisidered the most free 
irom danger. That of Montego Bay, and a few 
more on the north side, are also pretty safe; but 
aoae, excepting Kingston, are what may be termed 
perfectly protected. To Kingston, the grand mart, 
vessels are arriving all the year round; but to the 
out-ports they commence making their appearance 
about December, and the harbours are all clear 
again by about August ; manyof the regular traders - 
making two voyages in the interim. The govern- 
ment packets, sailing from Falmouth (England) at 
the commencement of each month, and the middle 
packets, sailing about the fifteenth, arrive, in due 
course, at Port Royal, in about five weeks from the 
actual day of departure. They formerly returned, 
the first after three weeks' sojoum in Jamaica; and 
the latter, after about twenty-foui hours, but by a 
different route. The arrangement, however, is now 
much altered, and excessively inconvenient to the 
inhabitants, particularly to the meicandle classes; 
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as the regular packets remain cmly four or five days 
in the island, merely to await the return of an express 
poet &Dm the West End. AH the men-of-war and 
packets anchor at Fort Royal; but the merchant 
vessels rtm up to Kingston harbour, and draw in 
alongside of the wbaris. Although Kingston has 
abeady been noticed, it now cornea again partially 
under our view, and we must say this city is the 
emporium and grand receptacle of every species of 
merchandize, carrying on a great commerce with 
America, as well as Great Britain and the Spanish 
Main. Itcaonot be denied, that, in the country parts, 
the residents are at a loss for numeroua articles at 
times; but in Kingston never. There are innumer- 
able stores, (or rather warehouses,) well supplied with 
every requisite, and, for money, almost any thing 
can be procured, even " ice." It has, however, before 
been mentioned, that the system of credit has reached 
such a pitch, that prices are commonly beyond any 
thing the reader could imagine. Perhaps, before we 
proceed, it is as well to state, that there are few 
towns situated elsewhere than on the coast on all 
sides of the island, consequently almost every town 
is a sea- port. 

Kingston and Spanish Towns having been already 
described, we now proceed slightly to notice the 
out-ports. In fixing the period of arrival for the 
merchant vessels for December, it is not to be si^ 
posed that a straggler does not sometimes promis- 
cuously drop in : his arrival is welcomed with "joy 
unspeakable;" for although the inhaUttmts can pro- 
cure their beef, fish, and other luxuries ; also possess 
their flocks of sheep, herds of Bwine, yards of 
poultry, and nuinraous other coavcniences, and even 
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delicacies, the arrival of British potatoes, salt her- 
rings, hams, tongues, cheese, tiipe, and baoHi, occa- 
sionally, is hailed with infinite joy; and the captains 
who first appear, will find an excellent and certain 
market for whatever they have speculated in. The 
articles above specified form the principal stock of 
a mercantile captain's venture, but many extend 
their trade still further. Brandy, holknds, biscuits, 
wood-hoops, coals, deal boards, boots,shoes, wearing 
apparel, millinery, and even jewellery, often form a 
part of their private speculations, and for which they 
ftequently find ample recompence in the market. If 
money is not to be procured, produce, or even dye or 
hard woods, are an eligible payment ; for it is, indeed, 
rare that the vessels are fiilly loaded, and the captains 
can always find room for a few casks of coffee, 
&C., or tons of wood, they here receive in payment 
of their own speculation. They are, in general, 
liberal and obliging men, bearing good characters; 
and, &om the frieniUy intercourse subsisting between 
them and the inhabitants, probably originating in 
some having already been their passengers, and 
some intending to be so, a kind of cordiality exists 
that is beneficial to both parties. To the captain of 
a merchant vessel arriving in Jamaica, with good 
introduction, the contrast is immense, as regards his 
treatment, to what he experiences in England, where 
he seems scarcely known. In Jamaica, he is even 
a welcome guest, kindly received, and hospitably 
entertained ; nor does he reiiise the performance of 
any Uttle commission in England, with which he 
may be entrusted by the warm-hearted friends who 
thus render his stay in Jamaica more a pleasure 
than a toil, as it otherwise would prove. Should he not 
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he 30 fortunate as to have disposed af all his commo- 
dities on his departure, he either leaves it to be sold 
on commission by a mercantile acquaintance, or rids 
himself of it wholesale, by making a trifling sacrifice, 
■which hia former sales will usually well admit of. 
^ Taking all the ports throughout the island, perhaps 
January may be fixed as the month in which the 
majority of vessels arrive. At diis period it is, 
indeed, a busy scene from day-break till sun-set. 
Waggons are seen bringing produce to the wharfs, 
and returning with the estates' supplies, negro 
clothing, &c. &c. Boats are constantly flying about 
the harbours, and at the out-ports, the conche-shell 
and negro song are heard for ntiles up the stream, 
(for few are without a river,) ere they teach the 
wharf at which the contents of their bungay, (an 
immense flat-botlomed boat) are to be delivered. 
Ships' boats are also plying in every direction, 
loaded with casks of sugar, rum, coffee, &c., others 
with logwood, fustic or ebony, for dunnage, also bags 
of pimento, &c. 

To witness these scenes, a stranger newly arrived 
would conceive the inhabitants of all classes, but 
particularly the slaves, to be the happiest in the 
world; for joy and hilarity are visible in the coun- 
tenance of all we meet,' and every kind of work 
seems transformed into pleasure. According as the 
crops are forwarded, so the vessels depart; and some 
few that are destined to try the second voyage, during 
the season, manage to sail early in March, so as 
to return to Jamaica at the latter end of June, 
or beginning of July. Shipping employs a great 
number of negroes in discharging and receiving their 
cargoes, as stowing the hold in so oppressively hot t. 
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climate is sadly trying to the white sailor. It is 
natural to suppose that where rum is so cheap, occa- 
sional cases of intoxication will occur; but, taking all 
things into consideration, the conduct of the British 
tar, even under such temptation, is far from being 
licentious. The laws are strict, the cornmanders 
very circumspect, and thus the crews remain orderly. 
Since, however, at the port of Kingston, scarcely a 
day passes without some arrivals and departures, it 
is not a matter of surprise that the city is so|netimes 
the scene of a little brawling between the sailors and 
negroes. In fact, numbers of free negroes have 
fixed themselves in different parts of the city, and 
particularly about the suburbs, where they keep very 
disorderly houses, principally for the recepUon and 
entertainment of sailors. In these, all kinds of 
drunkenness and debauchery are practised ; but it is 
to be hoped that, under the new system, such 
nuisapces will be abated, if not entirely removed. 

With one or two exceptions, all newspapers are 
published in the principal towns, and the press is 
pretty fairly conducted, having, as is always the case, 
newspapers of different politics well edited. 7X« 
Kingston Chronicle, by Mr. Strupei; and the Jamaica 
Coiuranl, by Mr. Bruce, take the lead as daily papers, 
and are hotly, sometimes intemperately, opposed to 
each other. An inferior publication, under the title 
of The Watchman, came out in 1831, edited by 
persons of colour; but, from the virulence and 
indecency with which it attacked the respectable 
part of the community, it received but little patron- 
age. Since the rebellion, Ihe Isonomist, by Mr. 
Beaumont, has appeared. From the talents of its 
editor, the publication soon got into wide circulation; 
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but, as those tslents were not always appropriated 
to the most beneficial and edifying purposes, it 
frequently occurred that paragraphs were exception- 
able, and many discontinued it. 7%e Roi/al, and 
Saint Jago de la Vega, Gazettes, by Mr. Aillman 
and Mr. Lunan, are most respectably edited, and 
fiunieh authentic intelligence; they are, however, 
weeklypapers. 7Se Cornwall Chronicle, published 
at Mont«go Bay, and conducted by Mr. Holmes, 
stands high in public estimation for the correctness 
of its local information; and, judging from the 
circumstaiice of its having obttuned a very extensive 
circulation, must be considered ameritorioUs journal. 
The price of a paper is about five pounds currency 
per annum, and are forwarded by the weekly post 
to all parts of the island; consequently, there are 
few people who do not indulge in one or other of 
the newspapers. The mail bags leave Kingston 
post-office during the afternoon of Saturday, at 
different hours. The windward post is first dispatched, 
then that of the north-side, and, lastly, the one 
for the south - side. Each is conveyed by a 
negro mounted on a mule, leading another mule, on 
which is affixed the mail-bags : unless when an 
accident occurs, from negligence in properly fixing 
the bags, the conveyance is tolerably expeditious, 
and pretty regular. But during the heavy seasons 
(rains) the post is frequently detained fnnn the Rio 
Minho (dry river) being impassable, sometimes for 
days t(^ether, and there has never been a bridge 
thrown over it. No delivery of letters takes place 
in the country; consequently, whatever may be the 
distance, every individual is compelled to send to the 
post-of&ce for his letters, &c. The charge is seven- 
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pence-halfpenny (called "abil")forthefirsthuDdred 
miles, and any thing short of it, for a single letter, 
and twice that sum for the rest of the distance, 
whatever it may be. Of course double letters are 
charged in proportion. Between Kingston and 
Spanish Town, however, there is a daily post, leaving 
the former place in the morning, and Tetuming in 
the evening; nor could this possibly be dispensed 
with, as the mercantile community is principally 
coniined to Kingston, and most of the law business 
transacted in Spanish Town, 

In addition to the newspapers already mentioned, 
there are various periodicals which occasionally 
burst forth, flourish for a time and then disappear. 
The greater proportion of this class invariably pros- 
titute their pages with personal invective; although 
they assume, in general, a title that would lead the 
public to believe their matter to be of the purest and 
most innocent composition. 

Even should the newly arrived inhabitant possess 
leisure for a temporary sojoumin Kingston, it would 
be unjustifiable here to recommend it, unless his lot 
is cast in that city, and he has no means of seasoning 
in the cooler part, of the island ; for although the 
climate there is endured by hundreds, yet all who 
can avoid its consequences invariably make their 
escape as early as possible. For instance, there is 
scarcely a merchant who does not live at a short 
distance from it, at a cooler residence, termed his 
"penn'\ After the fatigues of the day, his gig drives 
up to the store-door precisely at four o'clock. It is 
the duty of a clerk to see every tiling properly 
secured, which is done under his superintendence by 
one or more of the store negroes. The merchant 
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steps inh) his chaise, and either drives, or ie driven 
by his boy, out to his penn, where he finds Uie 
family awaiting his arrival. Aft«r a comfortable 
change of apparel, his enjoyment commences, 
very probably with visitors; and, after a meal 
genteelly served, the evening is spent according to 
his station in society and circumstances. On the 
morrow, afler breakfast, he again proceeds to his 
store, by the same conveyance, and reaches it by 
ten o'clock. There is nothing in which the merchants 
so much pride themselves as their equipages: a 
handsome vehicle of the latest fashion, with r 
spirited horse of fine figure and good action, well 
groomed and elegantly caparisoned, seems the acme 
of their ambition. The knowing manner in which 
he drives up to his premises, the livery of his valet, 
even the grace with which he springs from his 
cabriolet, are particularly noticed by his neighbours. 
Here we must allow that our brethren of the 
Hebrew nation greatly eclipse the christians in taste, 
splendour, ingenuity, and management. The truth is, 
they take a pride in doing so, and try it at any ex- 
pence. In peopleofthispersuasion Kingston abounds; 
and many are not only wealthy, but highly respected 
members of society. It is not long since a bill was 
passed in the house of assembly, much to the credit 
of the members, conceding to the Jews all the 
privileges enjoyed by the christian community, and 
all must acknowledge that the boon was not mis- 
applied. Some of their establishments are very 
splendid, both as regards the private residence, and 
the pubUc place of business; and although a 
christian certainly must be clever to make an ad- 
vantageous dealing with a Jew, yet he will find the 
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the intercovirse. They carry on the principal part 
of the Spanish trade ; and aomB of the iinns also 
do a great de^ of business with the Americaos. 

Xhe curroit ooin, is either the Spanish or the 
Cohanbian dout^n, pistole, half-pisbJe and dollar, 
in g^d. The ddlar, haJf-doilar, quarter-doilar, (« 
macaroni;) ten pence, bit (or royal,) and five-pence, 
in silver; co^er is never seen. There,bangnobank, 
of course there is no paper-^ucmey, with the excep- 
tion of island checks, and drafts on Kingston 
QieichantSi and other resptmsibie iodiTiduals, which 
are oiHnmon psyments in the country parts, and 
denomin^ed " tavm orders." Good bills of exchange 
on Qreat Britain have avert^ed the high premium 
of twenty per c^t. for the last fifteen years. 

Althoi^h the prices of goods may at first appear 
exorbituit, it is a notorious £act tittt, at times, 
artides may be- procured considerably cheaper 
than they can be impcffted, particularly when a 
firm is dosing sales, or winding np consignments. 

It has been jocosely stud of the Jews, that they 
will "rather lose by the sale of an article, than 
lose the chance qf makmg a sale!" becaoEe they 
calculate on making it up the next dealing. 

All who have been at Kingston will know who 
are the inhabitants of Port Royal Street; and those 
who have not, nuist be injormed that this street is 
£Xtensive, readbing completely along one pcstion of 
t^e harbour, wbere all the most extensive whaifs 
are sititMisd, at the back of one range of the houses 
in V<ai Royal Street. Jews and christians indis- 
mmioately ooeiipy stores in this mercantile part of 
Kingston; and, indeed, many who have removed 
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to a much finer street and situation, have deemed 
it expedient to leturn, from the apparently simple 
circumstance, that the Spaniards, or other traders 
from the main, will not take the trouble to tfavel 
beyond this point in search of piece goods, and other 
articles they require. 

In Kingston there are some good coffee-rooms, 
where refreshments of every kind may be obtained 
at all hours, of the best quality, and at a moderate 
price: many of the merchants, &c. find this a great 
convenience, and these establishments are w^ll 
patronized. 

The stranger, while passing from one street to 
another, must make up his mind to be somewhat 
pestered by hawkers, principally of the Jewish 
tribe, who sometimes sell articles uncommonly 
cheap ; but these are usually goods that they them- 
Belvea have purchased at some sale of an insolvent's 
stock, and seldom to be relied on for the measure 
or quality described. They, however, know that a 
person often buys something to avoid their importu- 
nate applications. 

Kingston is well provided with medical men of 
first rate abilities ; and taking into consideration (he 
labour and risks they undergo, the estaUishmentte 
they must neceesarily maintain, and the number of 
quadrupeds they annually lose frcmi over-ftiti^, snd 
other casnaltiesr the chMges they make are not ex- 
orbitant, although it appears so to one unacqUfiinted 
with tJiese contingencies. It is no uno^nsnon tbfng 
for a medical bill to be disputed; and should it 
come to a trial, the pradtitioner rarely succeeds ib 
obtaining the fall extent of his charges: but e*en 
this must not be deemed a proof of the overctarge, 
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inadequate to the services performed. NeverthelesB, 
some individuals are apt to err greatly on the 
opposite side. 

As regards carriages, it has been found that 
vehicles built of the country woods will stand the 
brunt of the climate considerably better than those 
imported, particularly in travelling where the owner 
is not always so fortunate as to meet with a 
covered shed, or chaise-house, at every place where 
he makes a stage. Independent of this, the negro 
valets are not notorious for the most scrupulous 
attention to their masters' conveyances, when an 
arrival about sun-set prevents their actions from 
being superintended. In consequence of the intense 
heat of the climate, the constant inequalities in, and 
oftentimes extremely nigged state of the roads, and 
the irregular periods at which they are fed, no horse 
can he depended on to perform a journey of any 
distance, moderate in comparison to the customary 
English travelling; hence arises the train of led 
horses that invariably form a part of the traveller's 
equipage. When it can be accomplished, some 
are sent forward the previous day; but this uui only 
be effected when the master conceives he can trust 
the negro he intends to dispatch with them ; and 
seldom, indeed, would this be done, if he knew 
what way the money was to be expended which 
he appropriated for ihe support of his animals. 
Throughout the whole island, with some exceptions, 
the inns along the roads (always called taverns) 
are of a very indifferent class, and the charges 
much too high for the accommodation afforded. 
A roast capon, or broiled chicken, (just caught) 
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with a dieh of fried ham and eggs, is the best fare 
to be expected, as nothing fresh is kept, in conse- 
quence of the uncertainty of callers. A dish of 
cocoas 01 yams, with a few roast plantains, completes 
the repaet, for which ten shiUings currency per 
head is the charge. A bottle of common Teneriffe 
wine, (there called Madeira,) is etx shillings and 
eight-pence, and a bottle of porter two ahilUngs and 
sixpence; apoor bed is six shillings and eight-pence; 
and a slight breakfast next monung, with e^e, is 
five shillinge each, at least. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

The luprtme Court— Court of Orii»ary— Court o^ Appeal 
upon Errort—Cimrt of Vice Admiralty — Board* of Port* 
and PortifUationi — Board of PuhUe Aceimnit— Board 
af PtMU Ww**~<Swf( »f Admiraltif Semant— Court 
of CiatUtrg—GovenmtM PuUU OJU^—Namd TarH 
and Naval Hatpital — EecU*iatliral Omrt'—JBUhvp — 
General Poit-Offiet— Militia — Staff — Marooju—Pree 
Schoelt — CorporatimiofKit^lon — Vaetinr Ettablitkmtnt 
■ — City Guwrd — Pree Maiotu' Lodgei — Schoolt — Enffliih 
Sducation. 

St. Jago de la Vega, or Spanish Tovm, as it is 
commonly designated, seems in eTery respect totally 
different tiom Kingston; for, on quitting the latter, 
you appear to leave behind every description ofbustle 
and symptom of ffveign commerce. As Spanish 
Town is the seat of govermnent, and as the Grand 
Court is held there three times in the year, it 
becomes necessarily the residence of all officers 
connected with the government, as well as of those 
attached to ot practising in Uie different courts. In 
the cursory remarks made respecting this town, 
its general character and the customs of the inhabi- 
tants were particularly represented; it, therefore, 
merely remains now to mention, that whatever law- 
busine^ is transacted in other parts of the island, 
generally, by some process or other, terminates here, 
either in the shape of an appeal, or for the purpose 
of being recorded. The courts are very spacious 
and extiemely convenient. 
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The Grand, or Suprerne Cevrt, w, as the name 
evidently biplieB, the superior legal tribttn^ of the 
island. From its decisions there is only an appeal 
to the king in council; and this alMmative is So 
expensive, that even, withtbe expeotEtlonaf getting 
a decree reversed, a suitor is seldom (Wld or w«Jthy 
enough to mske the attempt; sODietimes, hoWei^, 
when there is aifScicnt cause, ati ^ednn^M cabe ^ 
mov«d to the Court of Errors, but tartly with (life , 
anticipated effect. The Supreme Court id o&fttp<mtt3. 
ofthe chief justice of the island, ifl conjundion with 
two, three, or more of the acEastant judges; thei« ib 
an attorney and eohoitor^^eneral, cterk of the crown, 
clerk of the court, and solicitor for the Grow!fi,MtaCbed 
to the coiirt, also generally from isix to ten bat^st^^ 
in practice. A proToat-maTBhal geneial, andsfev^ 
deputies, acting in the like nuBiber of districts. The 
duties of these officers are by no means agreeable, 
but the salaiy is liberal; and some of the deputies 
make up in emolument what they lose in comfort, 
as the following authentic tale will exemplify. 

A gentleman, deeply in debt, had been fot some 
time so pressed by bis creditors, that, for his per- 
sonal security, no idtetnative was left but to lock his 
gates, and remain a prisoner at home. This pish 
he successfully adopted for many months, to the 
great annoyance of the deputy-marshal, -wblo, in con- 
sequence, could make no satistaotory return to his. 
writs. At length the gate was one day found open, 
through the negligetice of the watchman placed 
there, and an entry effected by the depiity-marsh&l, 
to the no small surprise and consternation of thb- 
pooT creditor. In vain did he plead his incapacity 
to raise the eutn ; in vain did he assert the abSenCft 
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of fuDds; in vain did he offer to liquidate a part of 
the demand, by assigning over some of his stock 
to the creditor at a fail valuation. Arguments and 
. proposals on the one side, proteBtations and refusals 
on the other, now became rather vehement, as both 
were pacing up and down the long piazza, when the 
debtor perceived that the marshal's hands were 
held crossed, at his back, and the right one in 
constant motion, as if he was in the act of receiv- 
ing something. ' He look (he hint, and, retiring to 
his room, he lm)ught out two doubloons, which were 
soon in^nuated into the hand that, till then, had 
never ceased to expand and contract. The golden 
antidote acted like ma^c; for the yellow dust flew 
to the marshal's eyes, and so completely deprived 
Mm (tf sight,^ that had not the debtor himself helped 
the unwelcome visitor to his hcase, and accompanied 
him to the gate, it is supposed he would have been 
obliged to remain until an operation had been per- 
formed by the nearest oculist. No doubt a more 
trustworthy watchman was immediately substituted 
for the negligent one. 

The Surrey and Cornwall Assize Courts are 
similarly formed, with the addition of some local 
justices: of course, there is no deficiency of soLcitors 
and attorneys. 

The Court of Ordinary is occasionally held by 
the governor, at which he alone presides: its appel- 
lation sufficiently explains its particular functions. 

The Court of Appeal upon Errors, includes the 
governor, heutenant-govemor, a commander-in- 
chief, and the members of the cooncil for the time 
being. The clerk of the Court of Ordinary gene- 
rally fills the same ofBce in the Court of Errors. 
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27ie Court of Vice-Admiralty is comprised of ft 
judge and commi^iary, a surn^ate, who lias de- 
puties at the out-ports, a king's advocate, principal 
and deputy registrars, marshal and deputy-maishal, 
interpreters of the French, Spanish, Portuguese, and 
northern languages, also an appraiser. 

Tftfi Cottrt of Admiralty Sessions is comprised of 
a president and assistant judges, chosen by the com- 
mander-in-diief on the station, m^nbers of the 
council, chief justice and assistant judges, captains 
of the royal army on the station, justices of assize, 
barristers at law, island secretary, receiver-general, 
naval officer, the collectors and comptrollers of the 
customs, all for the time being; they have also a 
clerk of arraigns. 

There is, besides, a Board of ForU and Fbrtifica' 
tions, Board of Public Accmmts, aitd a Board of 
Public Works, all managed by commissioners; and 
the council and assembly are (ex officio) commis- 
sioners of correspondence. 

7%e Court of Chancery holds a prominent rank 
as regards the weighty cases it has frequently to 
determine. The governor is {ex officio) chancellor, 
and holds his court about three times a year. He 
has a registrar and clerk of patents, also several 
masters in ordinary, and in general three extra- 
ordinary, for the island, besides one, two, or three, for 
each parish, according to its extent. The principal 
public ofSces attached to the government and idand, 
not yet mentioned in due form, are a governor, who 
is also captain general. He appcnnts his own secre- 
tary and military secretary. He also has hie council, 
consisting of a president and thirteen members. 
The senior member rises in rotation to the presidency. 
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and receives £1000 per annum for his salary. 
The governor has also his house of assembly, con- 
sisting of one, two, or m<»e members, ibi eadi 
parish, (forty-five in all,) out of which the speaker is 
chosen. A clerk seijeant-at-arms, chaplain, printer, 
librarian, messenger, and door-keeper. The council 
have also their clerk, assistant clerk, librarian, usher 
of the black rod, messenger, and chaplain. 

Next in command to the governor is the lieutenant- 
governor,' who is also commajider of the forces. He 
has his brigade-major, military secretary, an aid-du- 
camp, and sometimes two. There is also a deputy 
adjutantr-general, and assistant do.; deputy quarter- 
master-general, and deputy assistant do.; deputy 
judge-advocate, deputy paymaster-general, deputy 
commissary-general, deputy assistant do., deputy 
inspector of hospitals, physician to the forces, and 
two surgeons to do., apothecary to the forces; and 
keeper of purveyor's stores, and hospital assistant; 
agent.^en., agent in Great Britain, auditor-general, 
and surveyor of the revenues, master of the revels ; 
two commissioners of stamp duties, island store 
keeper, surveyor of public works and island engineer; 
island barrack-master-general, crown surveyor, 
island botanist, printer to his Majesty, public mes- 
senger, interpreter and translator of foreign lan- 
guages to the courts of Equity and Justice; island 
secretary and notary public, a deputy at each port; 
receiver-general and public treasiwer, a deputy 
at each port; naval officer and clerk of the navy, 
a deputy at each port; provost marshal-general, 
seven deputies, each taking a district of one, two, 
or more parishes. 
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At each port is stationed a collector oftbe customs, 
a comptroller, land and tide surveyor, surTeyor and 
admeasurer of shipping, besides iand-waiters and 
eeaicbeis. To this depaitment is also attached a 
scJicitor. 

The naval establishment coneistsof a commander- 
ii;-chief, who has his own secretiu'y, an agent, a 
contractor for victualling the squadicHi with iresh beef 
and vegetables, ^id a contractor for sea provisions. 

To the Naval Yard, a commissioner, with two 
clerks, stete-keeper ; with two clerks, and extra 
ditto, when occasion requires; a master derk, and 
master attendant, with clerk to ditto; master ship- 
wright, foreman, and clerk ; boatswain, store porter, 
and gate prater. 

The Naval Hospital maintains a surgeon, agent 
and clerk, dispenser, porter, and matron. 

The Ecclesiastical Court formerly consisted of 
four commissaries, a registrar, aad apparitor, not- 
withstanding the livings were in the gift of the 
governor ; but since the appointment of the bishop, 
the court has been discontinued, as all ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction and controul is centered in his lordship. 
This spiritual officer performs every duty incidental 
to his appointment, and makes occasional tours 
though his extensive diocese for the purposes of 
ordinati<m, visitatioo, &c. The island has greatly 
benefited by this wise act of the government, as 
the ecclesiastical functions were previously but 
loosely carried on. 

The Gmeral Pmt-Office next claims attention. 
This department comprises a deputy postmaster- 
general, a chief and numerous other clerks, in 
Kingston, and deputy postmasters stationed at 
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proper and convenient distances along the post- 
roads in every direction. The windward posl- 
road extends 64 miles. That of the North side to 
Port Antonio, 60. North side to Port Maria, 42. 
North Bide to Green Island, 151; and that of the 
South side to Sav. la Mar, 119. In a climate like 
Jamaica, where the messengers are of the negro 
race, itis rather surprising so few accidents happen 
the conveyance of letters, particularly as the 
weather is sometimes extremely unfavourable. 

Of the island militia, the governor, from his rank 
of captain-general, holds the supreme command; 
but, having under him a major-general for every 
district, the duties are entirely delegated to them, as 
regards the internal management, reviews, &c. &c 
The staff appointments are numerous, and consist 
of one adj utant-general, and two essiatant ditto ; two 
deputy adjutant^generals, a quarter-mastei-general, 
three deputy ditto; a muster-mfister-general, three 
deputy ditto; judge-advocate-generol, three deputy 
ditto; inspector -gener^ of hospitals, physician- 
general, assistant physician-general, deputy ditto 
for Cornwall; su^eon-general, surgeon-general for 
Cornwall; a major-commandant of artillery for 
Middlesex, ditto for Suney, ditto for Cornwall. 

The Jmddlesex Regiment of Horse ctmsists of 
ten troops, at different stations in the country, and 
one regiment of foot for each parish. 

The Surrey Regiment of Horse consists of mne 
troops, and one regiment of foot to each pariedi. 

The CUy of Kingston, however, has two battalitHis. 

The Cornwall Regiment of Horse consists of six 
troops, and there is a regiment of ibot to each ot 
its parisbes. 
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There are four maroon stations, viz. — 

Moore Town, in the parish of Portland, with 
about eighty maroons and their families 

Charles Town, in St. Geoi^e's, about one hundred 
and ten maroona and their families. 

Scott's Hall, in St. Mary's, about twenty maroons 
and their families. 

Accompany Town, in St. Elizabeth's, about sixty 
maroons with their I'amilies. 

Each station is under the command of a super- 
intendent, with a salary of £200 a year. The 
superintendents hold the rank of captain in the 
island militia. 

Of the " free schools," we may notice the principai 
ones. The Jamaica Free School, at Walton Penn, 
in the parish of St. Ann, under the n^uiagement 
of governors and trustees. There is a head master, 
and an assistant, also a clerk to the trustees, and a 
treasurer. Wbolmer's Free ScJiool, in the parish 
of Kingston, of which the common - council are 
the trustees. They have a head master and two 
ushers, a treasurer, a psalmodist, andtutress for the 
girls. This school was estabhshed so far back as 
the year 1729. The Titchfield Free School, in the 
parish of Portland, is under the direction of trustees, 
of whom the governor, lieutenant-governor, com- 
mander-in-chief, and many other public officers form 
a part; they have also a master and clerk, treasurer 
and surgeon. A coroner is appointed for every 
parish, and frequently his situation is no sinecure. 

The corporation of Kingston is elected the second 
Wednesday in January. It consists of a mayor, 
twelve aldermen, and twelve common-council men. 
The following isa description of the city seal: On one 
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side, the anns, ciest, supporters tad mottos, Legend 
" sigilban commune cwifatis de Kingston, in 
Jamaica" Beveise — Biitannia, in the dress of 
Minerv&, holding in one hand the trident, and in the 
other a mirror, reflecting the rays of the benign 
influence of Heaven on the produce of the island ; 
behind her the British Uon supporting her shield; a 
coodie shelljat hei feet, and at a distance a ship under 
sail. Legend — " Hos foret, has curat seroatque 
Brittannia mater." Britain, the mother country, 
cherishes and protects these iruits. 

The city officers, and those holding a ppointments 
are a recorder, solicitor and treasurer, churchwarden, 
city clerk, clerk of the common-council, chief con- 
stable and police officer, two collecting constables 
for two districts, collector of the parochial rents, 
parish clerk, organist, sexton, beadle, organ-keeper, 
keeper of the court-house, clerk of the markets, 
keeper of the city clock, printer to the corporation, 
surveyor, fire-warders, &c., &c. &c. besides those 
attached to the parish house, public hospital, and 
workhouse. 

The /amaica Vaccine Bstabliskment is also 
situated in Kingston, and conducted by a physician 
as director, with a sufficient number of operators and 
a clerk. 

The Ci'fy Guard was instituted on the twenty- 
eighth of July, 1783j and consists of two lieutenants, 
two Serjeants, two corpta^s, and forty-four privates, 
whose pay is extremely liberal. The guard-house 
is situated in Harbour Street. 
There are about twenty I^eem^asons' Lodges in the 
island; and though some are not regularly ^tended, 
it is unnecessary to specify their names or number. 
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Indep^ident of the public seminaries already 
mentioned, there are parish schools in every town, 
besides vaTious excellent establishments for females. 
It is, however, the prevalent custom, for all who 
passeas die means, to send their children to England 
for education. Still, good echolars are to be found, 
who never were <^ the island. In Kingston there 
are a variety of most respectable schoi^, where 
classical as well as plain education can be attained, 
with every other mental accomplishment that can be 
required : but it has been found that nothing but the 
" horae education" as it is termed, can give the 
last polish 80 necessary for children in the genteel 
grade of society. 



AU information relative to the country and 
inhabitarUs, deemed necessary, kavifig now been 
furnished, it only remains to make the reader cpw- 
versant with the latest code of laws that were 
particularly applic(Ale to the slave population, in 
order thai the public may be the better able to judge 
where, and in what points, they were so grievously 
infringed on, and decidedly ruptured, by the agi- 
tatars and actors concerned in the rebellion. To 
attempt more than a concise abrit^ntent, would 
intrude too much on the space aUotted for this 
department; but, as it is extremely expedient that 
the reader should become acquainted with the gerteral 
heads, he will excuse brevity, and feel satisfied that 
" the pith of the enactments are placed before his 
eyes" 
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BRIEF 
ABftTBACT OF THE 0I<AVB I.AWy 



Bgtke Jamaiea House of Auembly, during the Se$ium, 
heldat the latter endofthe year 1826. 



PaEAMBLi.— 8Zl(tmS, it is ezpedieni that the Laws 
DOW in force relatiof to Slaves should be reviled 
andconsolidated.andotherprovisionabeeDacted to 
promote tlieir religious and moral instruction, and 
bj means whereof their general comfort and happi- 
ness may be increased, as far as is consiiteot with 
due order and subordiaatioD and the well being 
of the eolonj. 
I.— Maj it therefore please jour Majestj, that it roBy 
be enacted, and 

Be it therefore enacled, bj the government conncil, 
and a&semblj of this jour Majesty's Island of 
JamUca, That from and after the commencement 
of this Act, the following Acts be repealed, and the 
sameBreherebj> repealed accordJDgly, viz. 
57 Geo. HI. Chap. 25. — 3 Geo. IV, Chap. 16. 

4 Geo. IV. 15. — G Geo, IV. 81. 

6 Geo. JV. 83. — 6 Geo. IV. 19. 

S.— Declares, That the Act of S6 Geo. HI. chap. 8. is 
not repealed. 

3.— That slaves are to be instructed in the principles of 
the chris^an religion, and the utmost endeavours 
used to fit Ihein for baptism; which ceremony is 
to be performed by the clergyman, without fte or 
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4.— Tbit Durriages of *lave»are to be loieniiiized wilhout 
fee or reward ; but tbe ceremoD} is aa\y to take 
pl&ce between parties vho shall have MtisGed the 
cle^jman of the parish that thcj possess a proper 
knowledge of the nature and obligation of such a 
contract, and produce also proofs that the; have 
the sanction of tbeir owner, or of bis legal repre- 
sentative, for the performance of the ceremonj. 

5.— That slaves taken under anj writ of Teuditione bj 
the provost marshal, or au; of his deputies, shall 
besold in families, and not separated ; but levies 
may be made on individual slavest aud exceuive 
levies are not hereby authorized. 

6.— That no market shall he held on Suuday, after the 
boar of eleven o'clock in the forenoont and that 
notice of closing the market shall be duly given; 
Ibis clanse, however, is not intended to prevent 
the keeping open of any druggist's shop, tnvern, 
or lodging-house; or to prevent the sale of fresh 
meat, fresh fish, or milk, on Sunday, at other hours 
; than those of divine service. 

7. — That slave levies, made on Saturday, shall be deemed 
as illegal as if made on Sunday. 

8, — That every slave be allowed twenty-six days to 
himself every year, exclusive of Sundays: that 
is, one week-day during every fortnight, under a 
penalty of twenty ponnds against the owner or 



—That in order to induce slaves to keep up their own 
grounds, no person shall hire a slave on his own 
day, without his owner's permission, under a 
penalty of five pounds. 

.—That no labour shall be done b; slaves on any estate 
or plantation during Sunday. No mills to be 
worked between S p.m. on Saturday, and 5a.m. 
on Monday, under a penalty of twenty pounds. 
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II.— Thftt all Degro grouniis shall be regulatlj and 
carefnllj inspected bj the proprietor or overseer 
at least once in every month, lest they be neg- 
lected, under a penalty often pounds. 

18.— That where theramaynot be laodi proper for negro 
grounds, or where, bj reason of long contiDuunce 
of dry weather, the negro grounds have raaterialty 
flofiered, the proprietor or overseer ih nil provide 
for each negro at the rate of three shillings and 
faur-penCB, eltker in money or proTisions, onder a 
penalty of fifty pounds. 

18.— That every posteuor of sIhcs^sII furnish toeacb, 
once a year, proper and sufficient clothing, to be 
approved of by the Justices and vestry of the parish, 
under a peiialty of five pounds for each slave 
omitted. 

14. — That every poisescor of slaves, shall give in a return 
and account to the magistrates uid vestry on the 
tweoty-elghth day of March, in every year, spe- 
cifying the quantity and quality of the clothes he 
has furnished to his slaves; also, that he has 
inspected the negro grounds and found them 
sufficient and in good order, or otherwise, under 
a penalty of one hundred pounds: ar in'defoalt of 
D^o grounds that the aliowince has been given. 

IS. — Hilt in case of a proprietor trant^essiug the 
,tbirle«ith and fourteenth clauses, whose slaves 
do not exceed forty, the magistrates may remit 
the penalty to fifty pounds. 

16.— That personal property of slaves is recognized, and 
shall not be molested, noder a penalty of ten 
pounds, and the value of the property besides; hot 
they are not lo keep cattle, &c. on any person's 
land, without permission. 

IT, — That slaves are entitled to receive bequests or 
legacies of any kind, and to hold the same \ but 
they are neither authorized to sue, nor can they 
be sued, or be made a party to a suit in equity. 
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ie,—1hat mothers ffith sis children, or adopted children, 
shall be exemptfrom hard Iftbouri andtheowncrs 
exempted from pajtng taxes for such- mothers, 
provided sufficioit proof is given that such 
mothereareactaall; and bmta fidt eiemptedfrom 
field ot hard labuar, and are comfortabl j maio- 

19. — That all sick or infirm slaves are to be clothed, 
housed, atteuded, and properlfmaiatainedb; their 
owner, UDdejr a penalty of twenty poiindsforever; 
iDSUBce of neglect I and any such slave found at 
]ai|^, shall be takea tothe parish workhouse, and 
(here maintained (but not worked) at the ezpeaco 
of the owner, untilramoved to his- property. 

SO.— Thai ail diseased or destitute maunmiUed persons, 
and slaves without owners, shall ba maintained in 
the workhouses throughout the idmd, and a 
parAcfaial tax aoDnallyraisedfor thtspurpose: the 
magistrates and vestry to make the necessary 
T^ulations respecting such persons. 

SI.— That manumitted persoDa, so settled, ma; claim all 
benefit of maaumission bond, directed by 16 Geo. 
111. cfaap. 18. 

S3.~That. owners manumittiDg infirm slaves mnst allow 
each ten pounds per annum, under a penalty of 
one hundred pounds. 

SS.— That the goods of owners so maDumitting are at any 
time liable to the said charge for such infirm person. 

S4. — rnial should infirm or valueless slaves of insolvents 
ha|q»en to be levied on, they are to be sent to the 
parish of the owner, and supported at the ezpencc 
of the parish. 

B5. — That such order shallbe recorded in the office of the 
cl^k of the peace, in oiAtw to indemnify the 
provost-roarshal ; hut should such slave become 
vduahle, the report to be made to the provost 
mar^al. and a sale to be authorized. 
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t».— Th»l oonen or overeeew periDttliiig slavei with 
jrftWB or cocubaj to wander about, are to be fiaed 
t went J po anils. 
27.— Thkt one balf-hour is to be ktlowed to tiie slave each 
da; for breakfast, and two hours for diuner) and 
no field labour to commeDce previous to five in ihe 
morning, or to coatinue after seven at night, except 
daring crop, under a penally of fiflj' pounds, 
es.— Tfant tbe usual bolj-dajs shall be allowed at 
Christmas, Easier, and Wbitsuntidei but on no 
account shall more than three dajs in succession be 
permitted, under a peoalt j of five poundsfor eierj 
offence. 
89.— That any slave informing against any person har- 
bouring run-aways, shall receive a reward of from 
twenty sbillingi to forty shillings. 
30.— That any sUve who shall kill any rebel slare in 
actual rebellion, sfaall receive from tbe church- 
wardens the sum of three pounds) or Gve pounds, 
if such rebel slave be taken alive, and alsoa blue 
cloth coat, the cost of which is to be refuniled to 
the parish, by the receiver- general out of any 
unappropriated monies he may have. 
SI. — That every person found guilty of the murder of a 

slave shall suffer death, 
38.— That tbe carnal knowledge of a femaleslave under 
ten years of age, shall be punished with death, 
without benefit of clergy. 
9S.— That any person committing a rape on a female slave 

shall luffer death without benefit of clergy. 
M. — That no owner .or other person shall maltreat or 
brand any slave, under a penalty of fine and 
imprisonment; if done by another person, the 
ownerto bring the action. In atrocious cases of 
maltreatment by owners, the slave to be made free 
and receive ten pounds per aunnm from the parish, 
lo which the owner is to pay a fine of one hundred 
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fioun^s. in other alleged cases of maltreat meat, 
Ihe slave maj be sent to the workhouse b; anj 
justice of the pence, but boI Worked, or coaSned 
with slaves under puDishmetit. He is then to be 
brought before the first special session, and if 
ibe complaint is found frivolous, he ma; be 
)iunished < but, If well founded. Justices are to take 
Teco|^izances,aDd the offender it to be prosecuted 
at the ezpence of the parisht but the owner to be 
liable for all costs: the slave to rentaib uudec the 
care of the council of protettlou. 

35.- That an; Justice or vestryman negleclibg to attend 
Ihe Council of protection shall be fined ten pounds. 

3B.— That on information being laid before an; justice 
of the peace, of the maltreatlneat or improper 
punishment of a slave, he is immedialelj to send 
for the slave, and Convej biiia to the workhouse 
for protection, until the case tan be legallj and 
thorough I; investigated. 

ST.— That no slave shall receive more than ten lashes, 
except in presence orawnct- or overseer; n6r even 
in their presence, more than thirlv-nine lashesi 
norshalt a second punishment tnke place under any 
circumstances, until the culprit is entirely re- 
covered from Ihe former one. Under a penaltj of 
twenty pounds. 

38.— That no dave shall be sent to Ihe workhouse for 
mbre than ten daysj norsfaall he receive more than 
twenty lashes therein, without an order from a. 
justice of thepeacei nortwo punishments for one 
utfence. Any workhouse-keeper inflicting such 
- second punisbmeDt, shall be fined ten pounds. 

3&. — That all justices are reijuired and empowered to 
inquire into complaints or information of improper 
punishments, and to proceed, if true, immediately 
according lo law against the offenders; but if 
frivolous, Ihry arc required to punish the informant 
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40.— Tba^ ua collar iball be fixed on aoj sUve willioiit 
the saijctioii of a magistrate, under a penalty of 
fiftj pounds I but in case of anj collar being put 
on, ttae magistrate is at once to cause its remuvd; 
or, in neglect of so doing, to auBet a pcoaltj of 
. one hundred pounds. 

41. — That DO slave, except when going to market, shall 
travel about without aticket speciallj worded and 
signed bj his owner, under a penally on bis owner 
of fortj shillings, unless he can prove that such 
slave absented himself without his consent; in 
wbicb case the Justice to order punishment. The 
justice neglecting this to pay five pounds. 

48,— That no ticket so granted, shall be for a longer 
lime tl^an one calendar month. 

49.— That any slave absenting biiDself for five days without 
aticket, nr fonnd eight miles from his owner's 
property, shall be deemed a run -away, excepting 
' he he on his way to or from market. 

44. — That all slaves absenting themselves for more than 
six months, bo sentenced 1o hard labor or IransJ 
portation. 

49.— That slaves absenting (hemselvcsfor any timeless 
than six months, be tried in a summary manner, 
and punished with whipping or hard Ubour.i but, 
if incorrigible, to be tried as if absent more than 
■iz months. 

46. — That if any slave shall harbour a run-away; or give 
bim a false ticket or letter, for the purpose of 
enabling him to evade ifetection, he ^all sufier 
such punishment as the court shall direct, but it 
shall. not extend to loss of life. 

4T.— That if any free person shall be convicted of 
harbouring a run-away, he shall be Gned and 
imprisoned at the discretion of the court, which 
fine is nut to exceed fifty pounds, nor the ijn- 
{ti'isonment to extend brjond three nionlht; h^' 
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ahkll aim pay to Ifae owner of thewid sUve ^flot the 
rate of three shillingB and four- pence per diem for 
tbe time it sfaall be proved that the rua-awa; has 
beeo.harboared. The injured partj raaj, however, 
prosecute the offender UBder tbe Inveigling Act, 
if he thinks, proper in preference. 

48.— That every justice of the peace ut anthoriEed and 
required lo grant warrants against run-avn;s and 
harhourers, being slaves) and it is lawful for 
peraou holding Sfich warrants (having previously 
given notice lo uwaen) forcibly to enter ipto and 
■carch the negro-bouse* of Ihe propertj in which 
therun-aw«y issupposed to be harboured, provided 
th6' warrant be executed by a lawful constable, 
or some while or free person, specially sworn as 
constable for the purpose. 

49.~That any white, or other freeperson, giving a ticket 
or letted to a slave, b j which the latter is enabled to 
absent himself with impunity from his owner or 
possessor, shall be punished, qa conviction, by fine 
' or iinprisoDraent. or both, at the discretion of the 
court. 

M).— That any slave, or other person, apprehending a 
TuO-away, shall receive areward of ten shillings, 
from the owner, overseer, or manager of such slave, 
besides mile-iponey, at the rate of ope shilling per 
mile for the first five miles, and sixpence per mile 
for every mileafterwardsi but Ihisis not to deprive 
the maroon of the forty killings reward legally 
Mablish^ as bis fee for each run-away he takes. 

il.-^That ifthe rgn-a way apprehended istaken direct la 
the property to whicfi he belongs, the reward is 
then and there to be paidt but if taken before a 
magistrate, he is to coramithim to the workhouse, 
whqnthe workhouse- keeper is to, pay the reward 
and mile money, under a penalty of five pounds. 
. 6*. — Thatevery work ho use- keeper shall advertise weekly, 
with, full descriptions, in the Spanish Town ntifl 
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ttb'val Oazeltes, and the CorDnall Chronicle, 
every run-awaj intheir custodj, under' a penalty 
of ten pounds for every sIrtc neglected or omilted: 
Uie expence of such advertisement to be defrayed 
by the owner on his removing his stave. The 
printer's accounts to be paid from the workhouse 
treasury, and the irorkhouse'keeper Is authorized 
to detain staves for charges and fees, &c. if objection 
or refusal is made to tb'e pavment. None but the 
irorlcbouse-kee|ter is to attest on oath that the 
charges are legal. No fees or expeaces are to be 
paid by the- owner of any slave sent into the 
workhouse by the sentence of court. - 

53.— That workhouse and gaol-keepers shall provide 
sufficient food daily forevery slave in their cus- 
tody, and clothing, if neceswry, under a penalty 
often pounds fur euefa negtect, 

'64. — That persons in workhouses, alleging themselve) to 
. be free, shall be heard at a speci;il se^on, to be 
immediatdj convened for that purpose, of which 
public notice shall be duly given, and if the 
person's freedom is proved, he is to be at once 
discharged; if otherwise, to be rCroanded; but the 
decision of such special session shall be without 
prejudice to the prosecutor of Uie right or title of 
any person to such run-away, or to the prosecutor, 
by such person detained us a run-away, of his right 
or title to freedom. 

55.— That no slave ^all be sold out of any workhouse 
' without a certificate from the justices at the 

special session where the case has been investigated, 
otherwise the sale to be void. 

66.— That all workhouse-keeperi receiving such replevin 
shall advertise the slave, with name, marks, &c. 
for four weeks, under a penalty of fifty pounds 
for every neglect. The owner recovering to pay 
oil charges; bul should notice of intent to defend 



" .....Google 



149 

the action be given, tbe workhouw-keeper is to 
delain alleged slave, uuless security be offered 
and notice thereof given. 

Ji7. — That an; slave quittiog.the island, or conspiring to 
du so, and an; slave abettiag another so iotending 
or acting, shall be punished at the discretion of 
the court, but oot t4> loss of life. 

Se. — That an; nhite or free person aiding or abetting a 
slavein makioghisescape from the island, unknown 
to his owner, shall pay a penalt; of three hundred 
pounds, and be imprisoned, at the diaeretion of the 
court, fur a term not exceeding twelve months. 

59. — That in the above case, the accessary may be 
convicted, although the principal may not be taken. 

Gt<. — I'hal no slave shall travel the public roads with 
dugs or weapous, or hunt with deadly weapons^ 
without a permit from his master, or in presence 
or company of some while persoi). under pain of 
punishment at the court's discretion, or transpor- 
tation for life. , ■• " 

fil. — That DO owner, possessor, overseer. Sic. shall permit 
an Hssemblage of strange slaves, or suffer any 
healing of drums blowing of horns or shells, on 
the property under his charge, hut shall notify the 
same to the nearest m^istrate, or commissioned 
officer, under a penalty of fifty pounds ; but such 
penalty is only recoverable, provided informatioa 
be laid within fourteen days from titt occurrence. 

flS.— That all officers, civil and military, are empowered 
.and required to suppress such unlawful assemblies 
and drumiuings, by entering the plantation, and 
dispersing the negroes lo congregated. 

43. — That no person having charge of slaves shall permit 

nightly meetings, beating of drums.or othermusic, 

' blowing (>f horns or shells, or such' like, under 

pain of six months imprisonment, provided the 

infprmaliuu be laid within fourteen days of the 
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occurrence. Nevertheleu, this is not to prevent 
anjowneriorotherpersonincharge of slaves, from 
allowingthose belonging to the plantation or estate 
todivertthemaelveis.bul thej must not use warlike 
inslmmeats; and in sucb cases the amusement 
must terminate bj twelve o'clock at night. 

G4. — Tbat all negro burials shall end before sun-set; 
owners of slaves offending against this enactment 
to forfeit the sum of fifl; ponnds. 

^. — That any white or other free person soffering 
an unlawful assemhiage of alaTes at his bouse or 
settlement, ahall suffer tine or imprisonment, at the 
' discretion of thecourt, not exceeding onehiindred 
. pounds, or ais months imprisonment; but no in- 
formation to be valid, thatis not given within 
fourteen days after the time of meeting-. 

66. — Tbat any white or free person gaming, or suffering 
others to game with a slave, or slaves, in any 
huuse or out-houie in his charge, shall suder six 
da; 3 confinement, and auch slaves shall suffer 
corporeal punishment, not exceeding tfairty-njne 

67.— Thai the manumission bond retjuired by law, shall 
. be dispensed with, in devises of freedom; but the 
estate of testator is to be liable for annuity to the 
emancipated slsve. 

68.— That slaves may be manumitted under will so 
executed as to pass personalities. 

£9. — Tbat persons possessing limited freehold interests iri 
slavesoiay manumit them, by application to cusloa 
or senior magistrate of the parish in which they 
reside; or if he be interested, then to other 
magistrate, by statement on oath of limitatious; 
&c. Two other magistrates arethi;n to be associ- 
ated, with him, and three valuers appointed. In 
esse of a femt-eovirt, her consent must be ebtained; 
butif an absentee, herappearance must be' dispensed 
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1 every case, however, the inteation of 
n must be adverUsed. 

?0.— That the receiver-genera) of the island shall receive 
the amount of valuation, and pay at the rate i>f 
six per cent, so long as it is in his possession. 

71. — That the receiver- general shall furnish a certificate 
that the amount of valuation hat been paid to him, 
and (he magistrate to give an order for the manU' 
mission: this cUuie also contains the form of 
raanuntission to be used. 

78.— That the order of manumission, the valuation, and 
certificate of the receiver' general, shall be re- 
corded, and not delivered out, excepting under an 
order from the Court of Chancery, or Supreme 
Court; an attested cojiy of the same shaJI be 
deemed evidence in all courts. 
.'78. — That the valuation money, or its interest, or either, 
shall only be paid by the receiver- general under 
an order from the Court of Chancery, or Supreme 
CourttandJhese courtsalonc can order the interest 
or principal to be paid, according to the interests 
of parties, subject, however, to the same restric- 
tions as in the case of slaves. 

74. — That slaves manumitted by tenant for life, dying 
before tenant for lifei and if n female, leaving no 
issue surviving the tenaol for life, the whole 
valuation shall be deemed the property of tenant 
for life; 

78.— That valuation of slaves so manumitted, may be 
invested in the purchase of ether slaves! subject to 
limitations,and so if slaves sought to be manumitted 
in the hands of a receiver in chancery, subject as 
was the slave. 

78.— That in cases nhere the magistrates and vestry shall 
be satisfied that theslave is neither aged nor infirm, 
the manumission bond may be dispensed with. 
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IT.— That if aaj person shall be found Iravelling abeot 
from place, exposing a slave for sale, he shall be 
deprived of said slave, which shall be sold for the 
benefit of the poor of the parish and the informer, 
in equal moieties, after deducting eipences. 

78. — Tbat the oath of the person in forming shall be valid 
against the offender under last clause. 

19.— That the sale of all slaves lold contrary to the two 
last clauies, shall be null and void, and such slave 
ma; he takeo under the warrant of a magistrate, 
sold again, and the foods appropriated as directed 
by TTth Clause. 

60.— That no tcriV of cerlierari or other process, shall 
issue, or an; proceedings under this act. 

8 l.—That all slaves guilty of rebellion, murder, or other 
felonies, shall be tried according to the existing 
laws of the island, and on conviction shall suBcr 
death, transportatioD, or such other punishment as 
the court shall direct, according to the nature and 
extent of the offence. 

88.~That all slaves found guilt; of assaulting free 
persons, shall be punished at the discretiAo of the 
court, provided such assault was not bj command 
of Dwnei% or in defence of owner'^ person or goods. 

83.'— That slaves found with fire-arms, in ibeirpossessioD, 
without knowledge of their owner, are to be taken 
before three magistrates, and, if proved, to be in 
possession of them with evil intent, to be punished 
at the discretion of the court. 

84. — That an; slave practising obeah.with intent to eicite 
rebellion, or to endanger the life or health of anj 
other slave, to be punished as theeourt ma; direct. 

65.— That an; slave found preaching, without a permit 
from his owner, at the quarter sessions, shall suffer 
such punishment, by whipping or imprisonroeot, as 
any three magistrates ma; award. 
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ee.— That no sectarian iDinister, or othcf pr»cher, shall 
keep open a place uf meeting after sun-set, under a 
penalty of from twenl; lo£fl; pounds, recoverable 
before three Justices of the pencet ooe balf to go 
to the informer, and the other half to the poor of 
the parish, and in default of pajment, to lufier one 
month's impriBonmeat : this clauie, hoirever, docs 
nut prevent the kirk or any licensed inini^sUr from 
continuing till eight o'clock, p.m., nor d€>es it 
interfere iv'^th the rights of Jews and Bomau 
ralholics. 

8T.— That religious teachers extorting money from slaves 
under pretence of offerings or contribntions, shall 
forfeit twentj pounda for each offence; one half 
to the informer, and the other balf to the poor of 
the parish. 

88.— That all nightly meetings amongst slaves are un- 
Uwfult and persons attending them to be takei^ 
before a Justice, and, if free, to be punished by 
imprisonment; if slaves, by shipping, as the justice 
may direct. 

89.— 1 hat any slave found guilty of preparing poison, 
and their accessaries, ^all be punished at the 
discretion of the court. 

90. — That any slave having poison, or tools of ubeah, in 
his possession, shall be punished at the discretion 
•f the court. 

Bl. — That all slaves assembling to lake unlawful oaths, 
or to use fire-arms, shall be punisbed at the 
discretion of the court. 

>S. — That all free persons present, and aiding or abetting 
at assemblies mentioned in the last clause, shall be 
punished at the discretion of thq court. 

S3. — That any person haying knowledge of such as- 
semblies, and not giving information of the same, 
shall be punished bj.fine, imprisonment> or whip- 
ping, at the discretion of the court. 
,H 5 
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94. That aoy slave coiiTicted of stealing httrses, calUe, 
&c. or kitlibg the same with intent to steal 
carcasses, shall be punished at the discretion of the 
court. 

96. — That anj slave having in his possession upwards of 
twentj pounds of flesh of horse, horned cattle, &c. 
and of which he cannot give salisbctorj account, 
shall be punished at discretion of court; and, if 
under twent; pounds, bj whipping, according to 
offence. 

96. — That if any slave wantonlj injures hsfse, cattle, 
&c. hn shall be tried before three justices, and 
pnnished bj whipping, not exceeding fifty lashes, 
to be' inflicted at different times, or two months 
liard labour. Shonld the beast die in ten days, 
(although the carcase be not BtoleD,)then soch slnve 
to be-pnnisbed at court's discretion. 

97. — That any slave who shall be proved.gu)lty of mu' 
tilating another slave, shall be pnnished at court's 
discretion. 

08.— That any slave injuring another's property by fire, 
proceeding from hii own ground, shall be punished 
foramisdenoeanoriand any overseer, &c. neglecting 
to extinguish such fire, shall be fined ten pounds 
by any two magistrates, 

99.— That all slaves committing offences Bubje(:tiog them 
to death, transportation, or hard labour, for more 
than one year, to be tried at quarter sessions, or 
Special Slave Court before grand and petit Jurors, 
&c. 

100.— That in the parishes of St. Thocpas in the Vale, and 
St.' Johri, indictments may be preferred before a 
grand jury in St. Catherine; and, in all caces upon 
an indictment against a slave for mnVder, where 
malice prepense shall not be proved, the jurors 
shall be al liberty to return a verdict of man- 
dan gbter.whkh crime dnU be punishsbla at the 
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court's discretion, but lucb punishment not to 
extend lo loss of life. 

101.— That it shall be lawful for nikgistrates, at qnarter 
sessions, to dismiss orsuspeod the clerk of the peace 
for ignorance or misconduct, aud appoint auother, 
if cnstos does not oame another clerk resident. 

109. — That when a slave is capitallj indicted, a barrister 
or attome; sball be appointed to his defence, and 
' his fees paid out of the parochial funds. 

103.— That ever; free witness neglecting to attends Slare 
Conrl, wbcD warned, shall be fined five pounds. 

104.— That all jurors warned to serve at any of the 
courts, sball be exempted from civil process 
either in going to, attending on, or returning from, 
thesamei and slaves in like manner free from levy. 

105,— That records be kept of trials of slaves when 
subject to death, transportation, or hard labour, 
&e. 

106.— That perjury of slaves sball be punished in like 
manner as if ofience committed by a white person. 

107. — Tbat a warrant against a slave shall be served on 
bis master, if the slave is suspected of beiog con- 
cealed I and if the master does not cause his 
apprehension, shall pay one hundred pounds, 
provided be is guilty of secreting tbe slave. 

106.- That six days' notice shall be given to tbe owner, 
in cases where slaves are to be tried. 

109.— That if the owner resides in^t different parish, the 
notice to be transmitted to him by clerk of the 
peace, under penalty. 

110.— That in cases of run-aw«ys, and owner unknown, 
notice of trial lo be advertised for three weeks in 
county papers. 

111.— Tbat when an execution is to take place, itsfa^lbe 
solemn and public ; the rector or curate to atlewl 
the criminal while under sentence.and at executioBf 
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the gaoler to keep the crimlDftt sober, under a 
penalty of twenty pounds; and no mode of execu- 
tion to he adopted but hangiag by the neck. 

1]S.— That slaves sentenced to death shall be valued by 
thejuryi but not more than one hundred pounds 
to be awarded to owner, nor more than fifty 
pounds for a run-away. 

US.— That the provost or deputy -inaTsbal shall eiecute 
sentence of court, under a penalty of two hundred 
pounds. 

114.— That the receiver-general, shall pay the value of 
slaves' sentenced to hard labour, death, or Irans- 
portatiou. 

lis.— Transportation slave to remain in gaol until 
purchaser gives bond, with surety, tu transport in 
thirty days, and to confine in meantime securely 
in vessel. Bond to he recorded. 

116.— That the purchaser of a convict shall make oath 
that such convict shall be transported to ■ . 

117. — That any convict found in the island after the thirty 
days, shall be forfeited, and re-sold for public 
benefit, and the proceeds divided. 

IIS. — Thata convict found in the island at any time after 
the sale, may be re-sold, half to informer and half 
to public. 

1 19. — That any convict transported for a crime subject- 
ing him to death, wilfully retnming from trans- 
portation, to suffer death on proof of his identity. 
ISO. That any masterof a vessel bringing back a trans- 
ported convict, shall forfeit one hundred pounds 
and suffer twelve months imprisonment, without 
bail or mainprize. 
ISI. — That should any convict for transportation remain 
unsold for one month, he may be committed by » 
justice to hard labour in the workhouse, until 
transported. Receiver- general to pay owner. 
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Ise.—Tbat convicls sentenced for life 1« hard labour, 
behaving well, the governor, on re presentation of 
commissioners of workhouse, maj order sale with 
convict's approbation. 

183.1— Thai a stave escaping from workhouse, shall be 
whipped, but nut exceeding fifty lashes. 

124.— That a slave sentenced to hard labour for life, 
escaping, shall be re-committed, or traasported, at 
the option of the court. 

13S. — That an; provost, deputj. constable, &c. permitting 
an escape, shall forfeit fifty pounds, or less. 

126. — That nhen a slave is discharged by proclamation 
tbe fees of marshal, &c. shall be paid by tbe public. 

1ST.-— That no gaol-keeper «hall employ the slave pri- 
soners, or hire theoi out, wider a penalty of lifly 
' pounds, or less. 

I!8. — That all inferior offences of staves shall be summa- 
rily punished beforelwoor more justices, 

1S9.— That the fees 10 clerk of the peace, attending a 
summary trial, shall be one pound, six shillings, 
and eight-pence; constable, ten shillings; except 
in Kingston, where tbe clerk's fee shall be thirteen 
shillings and four-pence, and that of the constable, 
five shillings, payable in all cases by the chutcb- 
wardent. 

ISO. — That the evidence of slaves shall be admitted in 
certain cases; provided a certificate of baptism be 
prodnced, and that (he slave understands the 
obligation of an oath. But no free person shall be 
convicted, bnt on evidence of two slaves, who shall 
be examined apart, and the complaint made within 
twelvemonths, and after the 1st of May, 1S9T, 

131. — That justice or coroner taking slave's examination 
must certify that the oath is clearly understood, &c. 

ISS.— That in cases where a slave is a witness, the court 
cannot declare other slave free. 
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13S. — Thai a slave round guilty of perjury shall be pti- 

Dished hj hard labour, pillory, or ivhipping, or all. 

134 — That all staves being witnesses shall be protected 

136. — That free persons associating in crime iiith slaves, 

may he convicted on evidence of slave accomplices 

ISe.— That this act shall not cease, even should mu-tial 

law be proclaimed, but remain in fall force. 
IdT. — That all penalties not exceeding fifty pouitds may 
be recovered before two justices) higher ones in 
superior courts. 
138.— That oSrnces committed under late lawi, be pu- 
nished by said acta, but tried in manner directed 
in this. 
139.— r That this law continue in force from the 1st of 
May, IS3T, to the 1st of May, 1830. 
Passed the Assembly, this 7th day of December, 
18B6. (Siffiud) DAVID FINLATSON, Speaker. 
Pagsed tit Council, this SSud day of December, 

ISaS. (Sigjud) W. BULLOCK, Cler. Con. 
I consent, ibis 28nd day of December, lest!. 
(Signed} MANCHESTER. 

" Veya Copia." 
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THE 

JAMAICA REBELLION, 

NEGRO INSURRECTION. 



After an attentive penisal of the foTegoing sheets, 
our leader will be pretty well acquainted with the 
negro character, the feelings that being must have 
imbibed from passing events, his numerous incite- 
ments to attempt a change in his state, and the 
probable means he would adopt for its accomplish- 
ment. I shall have witnessed all the scenes to 
very little purpose, and also here furnished a most 
imperfect description of the various circumstance 
requisite for the reader's introduction to the subject, 
if be is not by this time tolerably qualified to judge 
for himself, of the factshe will find faithfully record^l. 
Without further comment, therefore, and to avoid 
carrying him too far back, we commence our general 
remark^ from about the year 1830, by stating that, 
at this period, it was extremely natural to suppose 
the numerous petulent discussions that were daily 
carried on, not only in the British parliament, but 
in private society at home and abroad on the sub- 
ject of slavery and emancipalioUj would cause the 
negro mind, (continually prone to receive erroneous 
impressions), on all questions where their condition 
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happened to be embraced,) ta become more and 
more unsettled, and the individuals themselves to 
evince theii dissatisfacbon. Indeed, such a state of 
feeling created no surprise to the resident commu- 
nity, as it was generally understood that many of 
them, through the indulgence and zeal of their pro- 
prietors, having received sufficient education lo 
admit of their perusing the newspapers, had become 
capable of subsequently discussing the merits or 
demerits of the subjects expatiated on by the dif- 
ferent members of parliament. On almost every 
property there was a Wilberforce, a Stephen, a 
HTCauley, or a Gambier. The interference, also, of 
the British parliament with the hitherto acknow- 
ledged rights and privileges of the Jamaica House 
of Assembly, and its unceremonious dictation of new 
laws for the government and treatment of the 
bonded servants in the colonies, gave rise, at that 
crisis, to communications unceasingly published in 
the colonial papers, expressive of extreme disgust, 
and excessive astonishment, that such measures 
should have been adopted by the mother country to 
the supposed inevitable loss of the West India 
Colonies, and these invectives were confined to no 
measured strain. 

The colonists now considering their patrimonial 
property threatened with speedy and total annihi- 
lation, their fiiture prospects irrevocably blasted, 
their own lives and tliat of their families thus thrown 
into imminent jeopardy, and seeing that no remon- 
strances would avail with the government at home, 
(this course having been tried,) could no longer 
refrain from publicly giving vent to their utmost 
surprise and indignation. Meetings weie therefore 
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held aimost simultaneously in every parish, at whicb 
resolutions were entered info couched in the strongest 
terms, which, while they evinced the most devoted 
loyalty to the sovereign and constitution, breathed the 
most positive determination to resist every attempt 
that might he made to wrest &om them their legal 
rights and hard-earned possessions. It was con- 
tended on the part of those who favoured the indis- 
criminate, total, and immediate abolition of slavery, 
that as, by the divine law, man has no eight to hold 
control over the flesh and blood of his fellow-men, 
80 for as the sale of his person is concerned, so those 
who still possessed that description of property, 
ought to be, without delay, prevented from continu- 
ing to exercise such control, notwithstanding the 
means (however legal the human law might have 
made it) by which he had becQme the proprietor. 
On the other hand, the owners of negroes, having, 
in most instances, inherited ihem SiS- proper^ from 
their ancestors, who had been encouraged by the 
British laws to the importation of Africans for the 
cultivation of their estates, naturally felt sorely 
grieved at such an unwarrantable step, on the part 
of the very country that had hitherto not only 
fostered and held sacred their claims, but had upheld 
Iheir right to such \&hoMi and punished the deficiency 
of it with heavy fines. 

To enumerate the various and successive ail- 
ments advanced on both sides, would extend consi- 
deraUy beyond the limits of this little wco'k, and 
might wear the semblance of touching on the pro:- 
vince of more able writers on these particular heads. 
Suffice it therefore to remark, that, every thing 
became unsettled, as no one <fcu|d prognosticate 
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what would be the termination of this luinatural con- 
test between the parent countiy and her colonies. 
Every kind &f property b^n to deteriorate in value. 
Confidence was shaken where it had formerly been 
most implicit. New erections of works on estates 
were abandoned, tmless a iaTourable turn should 
induce the completion. Each succeeding packet 
from England brought fresh advices of some hostile 
movement on the part of gorenunent, or of the 
formidable phalanx connected with it. 

At length the patience of the Jamaica white 
population was exhausted, because there appeared 
no end to the measures adopted for their ruin; not- 
withstanding, as has before been stated, every 
exertion had for years been making by themselves 
to render the state of the slave as comfortable as 
was in their power, and for the amelioration of his 
condition. Even the very means they used were 
doomed to hasten their destruction ; for the additional 
indulgences shown to some slaves, and the education 
, fiimished to others, became two of the primary 
causes of the unfortunate insurrection, as will be 
hereafter made perfectly evident. At this time the 
press teemed with acrimonious communications 
against the promoters of the agitation, and ceased 
not to vent both mischievous and pernicious invec- 
tives against the proposals of government. Whether 
or not this was prudent, is not now our business to 
consider ; certain, however, it is, that when trodden 
on, even the impotent worm will recoil on its 
oppressor. The effect produced by the jnorements 
of these contending parties was too plainly percep- 
tible on the s(Ale community, erroneously supposed 
to be benefited, that the negro mind, still in a 



:teTy uncultivated state, became thp depoeitory of 
every evil passion, and inflamed to the ubDOst by the 
orations of certain nightly preachers, who wandered 
from place to place, planting the seeds of discontent 
among them, acknowledged no control, and evidently 
only waited for a favourable opportunity to carry 
into effect the designs that were then contemplating. 
From the happy, contented, civil, and in some in^ 
stances, industrious labourer, he became sulky and 
dissatisfied, rude, supercilious, and exceedingly 
indolent; careless even of his own possessions, and 
apparently anxious only for the return of nigW, that 
he might wander through the darkness to some 
adjoining estate, where the vile itinerant was to 
put forth his poisonous doctrine, and retail his infa- 
mously fabricated falsehoods. These and many 
other equally diabolicaJ proceedings were well known 
to the white population as constantly occurring; but 
the secrec-j with which the places of rendezvous was 
kept, rendered it almost impossible to check its pro- 
gress. In some instances, however, the miscreants 
were apprehended and tried; but, after fiill convic- 
tion, the penalty or punishment, through a mistaken 
lenity of the court, fell so lightly on the heads of the 
offenders, that it oftentimes served merely as ah 
encouragement to a renewal of crime, and it was 
ascertained, that some of them, after liberation, with 
probably only a reprimand from the bench, have, in 
their next address to the beguiled and infatuated 
negro, actually stated their release, without punish- 
ment, to proceed from the dread entertmned by the 
whites, that had they carried the law into effect, 
the whole of the negro population would immedi- 
ately rise "en masse," and annhilated them in 
return. 
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The reader will not be astonished to leam, that, 
under this existing state of things, many individuals, 
either from a. keener foresight into probable results 
than their neighbours, or perhaps a greater shareof 
caution in worldly matters, absolutely concluded pre<- 
cipitate arrangements for the disposal of their pos- 
sessions, realized all in their povrer, and by making 
considerable sacrifices in forcing sales, and allowing 
heavy discounts, embarked with their families in 
safety for England or America, thus avoiding the 
utter ruin and distress which has since overwhelmed 
innumerable families. As time wore on, so the 
negro mind became more and mcne inflamed by' the 
poison secretly ejected through the numerous nightly 
meetings before alluded to. At these assemblies, 
each nsgro was expected to pay a trifling sum for 
admission, and was impressed with the idea, that 
the whole amount collected was appropriated to the 
parckaae of their freedom here, and the safety of 
. their saids hereafter. Indeed, this imposition was 
carried to such a height, that many of those who 
had joined the sect called "Baptists," were in the 
habit of purchasing from their preachers certain 
tickets, at a macaroni each, which were to obtain 
for the possessor a pardon for whatever offences 
he might commit. Immense numbers of these 
Baptist tickets were found in their possession 
during the rebelUon. Armed with this holy defence, 
it is not surprising that the poor deluded wretches 
should stride from crime to crime, heedless of 
ulterior consequences; nor cease, until the infliction 
of some heavy, but justly merited punishment, 
should put an awfiil termination to their remorseless 
and sanguinary career. 
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' To those who possessed the facijlty of drawing A 
fair conclusion from passing events, it now became 
perfectly clear, that matters were coming rapidly 
to a crisis, and some admirably-written communi- 
cations appealed almost weekly in the public peno-> 
dicals, plainly predicting the most dreadful results, 
if proceedings were not at once adopted to avert 
tile approaching disastrous calamities. These 
prophetic warnings, which, alas! proved but too 
.true, were nevertheless totally disregarded by 
those in whose bands alone the power of resistance 
was centered, or considered as the wild phantacies of 
an overheated imagination. Although it was uni- 
versally rumoured that no work would be done by 
the negroes after Christmas, which in itself 
amounted to insurrection, without other secret acts, 
such was the general apathy, th&t all disregarded 
the reports. 

At this period of ray narrative, (the end of 1831,) 
the government of Jamaica was in the hands of the 
Earl of Belmore; and, if any circumstance can be 
deemed fortunate, which has the remotest connection 
with events so appalling, it will be acknowledged 
as one worthy of record, that the reins were then 
guided by a nobleman so well qualified for the ardu- 
Ous task, so justly beloved by all classes, so prompt 
in his decisions, yet so temperate in their execution, 
and so decidedly correct and humane in his arrange- 
ments, which were invariably formed with profound 
skiU, and strict impartiality. Nevertheless, although 
these remarks are undeniably accordant with his 
character, there were found individuals who de- 
nounced the governor's movements as dilatory 
beyond all precedent, stating, that much time had 
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been frittered away in various unnecessary consulta- 
tions, after inteUigence of the insarrectiob having 
broken out had reached the king's house ; and that 
even when the troops arrived in the disturbed dis- 
tricts, their services were rendered nugatory, from 
the restricted power delegated to those in command 
of tbem. 

The first allegation, cannot, hvwever, be main' 
tained, seeing that four companies of the line had 
reached Montego Bay, under the command of Sir 

W ^y, C n, ere such a force could leaamabl y 

have been looked for by the most sanguine 
expectants. They had been sent, round by the 

Blanche frigate, commanded by Commodore F ^r, 

and were immediately landed. The latter state- 
ment is equally untenable; the proof whereof wili 
be sufficiently demonstrated by the fact, that, 
effectual as were the services of the island militia, 
no breaking up or complete evacuation of a single 
rebel station had taken place until the advance of 
the king's troops caused the abandonment of their 
main encampment at Greenwich Hill, in St. 
James's. So much in refutation of the unfounded 
repents which were at that period so very prevalent, 
and to return to the governor. 

His character, though conciliating, was marlfed 
with all that dignity and firmness, so frequently 
met with in highly educated noblemen of the Earl 
of Belmore's rank and country. His condescension 
to those in a Tower grade of society, was pleasingly 
marked with kind feeling, but without ostentation. 
In his society, you perceived (but he sought not 
to make it felt) that you were in the presence of 
kis Majesty's representative. The governor 
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iDVariably gave attentive and patient audience to 
all, on subjects lequiiing his ofScial interference, 
judgment, oi influence. Happy in the selection of 
his own suit, he was also peculiarly fortunate in 

retaining the services of Mi. B k, a gentleman 

of eminent talents, and who had for many years 
held the office of secietary to the late governor, 
with great credit to himself, the moat unquali- 
fied approbaticm of his noble patron, and with the 
most beneficial effects to the interests of the island. 
Besides these iidvantages, the eail's general bearing 
towards those who, from their circumstances and 
station, were more frequently in communication 
with his excellency, had obtained from him 
their cordial support and sincere good opinion. 
By every class, indeed, the governor was highly 
respected, and looked up to with confidence. Per- 
haps it might not be greatly out of place, also to 
mention, iiia.1 his countess possessed, in an eminent 
degree, every amiable quahfication and virtue, by 
which she rendered herself perfectly beloved, and 
exceedingly popular. With such qualities, this 
distinguished pair gieatly adorned the station to 
which their royal master had appointed them, and 
by their unaffectedly courteous demeanour, secured 
the admiration of all who were fortunate enough to 
be favoured with an introduction. 

It may probably be but imperfectly known, and 
consequently not irrelevant here to remark, that 
subsequent to the passing of the Act of Parhament 
which prohibited the importation of slaves into any 
of his Majesty's dominions, under the severest 
penalties, another law, termed the " Registry Act," 
came into force, compelling each proprietor of 
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slaves to make a return, on oath, of every bonded 
servant under his charge, with a full descriptioii of 
their ages, country, complexion, &c. This com- 
menced in the yeir 1817, and was to be triennial. 

From that period the canker-worm appeared to 
enter with deeper venom the breast of the negro. 
Previous ideas of freedom now became strongly 
impregnated with' a feeling .' of injury, from an 
impression that " Witb^force and the King of 
England," (for thus were these two potentates 
invariably ranked,) had compel led .their masters to 
refrain from importing negroes, and had also 
demanded a list bf such as were then in bondf^e, 
with the ultimate view of unceremoniously setting 
tkemfiee. 

It would occupy more space than can here be 
allotted', were a particular detail attempted of all the 
proceedings that were adopted by the Anti-slavery 
Society, and their colleagues to promote, by the 
speediest means, their darling object. Unfortunately, 
however, their success had the effect anticipated, 
by reducing every description of property to a 
merely nominal value. For instance, a fine estate, 
that, twelve or fourteen years prior to this period, 
(I am now speaking of 1831,) would have sold 
readily for thirty thousand pounds, including works, 
slaves, and stock, could not possibly now realize 
one-third of that sum. Generally speaking, the 
depreciation of every thing denominated property, 
was on the like average ; in some cases, a trifle 
less, but often considerably more. Nor were the 
possessors ignorant that this premeditated depreci- 
a;tion and spoliation of their properties was merely 
a preludeto ulterior plans.. They plainly foresa*. 
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diot, wben all was rendered Tfuueleas, an ineisnifi- 
cant- sum would be fixed on the slaves, by thoee 
wbo were regardless of the acknowledged fact, that, 
without negro labour, the cultivator cannot {voceed. 
The memorable resolutions of parliament during 
Mr. Canning's administration, inl623, gave.-them 
the first positive, and not to he nuaunderstqpd, 
looming of this intention, which, thoHgh not <^nly 
declared, might very easily be surmised. The 
rapid succession with which other oppressive 
nders in council, acts, and threats &Uowed each 
other, served only to irritate the colonists, and put 
them on their guard against iiirther aggression : and 
the effect was, that every new ariei or suggestion 
from England, was naturally r^^rded as a prelade 
to some more hcstile measure. 

For months things remained in this distracting 
state. The Anti-slavery Society, Qsakers, and a 
variety of would-be kuhiane persons, unceaangly 
loading the parliamentarytables with immense. rolls 
of parchment, designated with the plausible title of 
*' Petition for the Abolition of Slavery m all Am 
Majesty's dominiora" which were got up by a few 
boatical individuals, and signed, by immense num- 
bers, some of -whom scarcely were acquainted with 
the meanii^ of the term "slavery,-" but who 
oettoinly knew not the purport of the document to 
which they were affixing their signatures. It soon 
became no secret, that many names were iiscribed 
by the same individual, of persons not in exist^jice, 
and, in more thai^ one hundred instBUces, whole 
scdibola of boj^ and gjrla, were in die most shameful 
TnannCT permitted to siibseribethnnselyee, as,if fAfy 
were cttpat)le-i^-jtidg>Bg the merits of. the case; It 
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naUered not, the more <7oviled the- names, the tame 
weighty would the petition appear ; and it was of 
^ttte consequence how Uiey weie obtained. Not- 
intbstanditig all tbese external attaoks and internal 
eOHimations, nodting s^ous had taken place, as 
legaids the insubordiiiation of the negtoes, eince 
the ineffectual aflur of 1824, already laid before 
the pubUc in Tarious newspaper accounts, and 
which many must recollect. 

^.Duri^ the year 1831, there were occasional 
hints thrown out, io such insiduous ways, that 
^though the listener felt bound to give thesi their 
due weight, yet there waa no tangible substance on 
which a party might be appreh«ided and brought 
to trial. For instance, it is common for the driver 
(or head negro m8n)on/y, to superintend the planting 
of the sugar-cane ; but, occasioaaliy, one of the 
white men, a book-keeper, or sometimes the over- 
seer himself, would go out to the fiehl, and see how 
the woxk waa proceeding. On these oocasions, it- 
was not unusual, when putting in tiie fall- plant in 
autumn, to have his ears saluted (but apparently. 
aaide) with a diali^e Bimitar to the Mowing, 
between some of the negroes peilbnniiig the wotki 
" fRe SroA /(brother) you tink, say, me will cut, 
dem cane 1 No, brah ! me plant now, but me no 
cut, Christmas come first, me free den, parson tell 
me so, for the parson no lell lie, him tell de trate. • 
The reply would be " Hah, brab, me know dat ! me 
<work too long for buckra. Time now imfree. Hie! 
what masaa dol how him get in htm crop T 

Sometimeai the least &ha^p■\^'ord from the wliile 
peoi4e, asa rebuke for neglect of work, or an inti-- 
taaticn that punisbioent would ' cfrtaiidy foUow * 



i:,<,,i,.-^i I,, Google 



171 

repetitiiHi of Any particulai offence a negro had 
already committed, would that eapie' night cause his 
absence, and he would not appear at his labour on 
the following day, well knowing, that he could with 
perfect impunity screen himself in the woods, and 
be joyfully received by those who had already 
deserted, and who had, in most cases, absolute^ 
formed settlements, built huts, and planted - pro- 
vision grounds in the heart of woods impervious and 
trackless to the white population. In Ae full 
anticipation of iheii freedom at the ap^mmdiii^ 
Christmas, these aasoaatioDS were £»med in all 
dii^ions, so that the lazy, disobedient, intemper- 
ate, and worthless, found no difScolty in securing a 
concealed retreat, when, by tiie work of an hour ot 

■ two each day, they might indulge for the future all 
their worst passions. Women, as well as men, were 
alike defaulters ; and, in some instances, they went 
30 far as to carry their children with them. 

Whatever may be asserted to the contrary, it is 
now a notorious fact, that long before this period the 
whip had become a mere emblem of office in the hand 
of the driver, and was scarcely ever used for any 
other purposes than to (?ack three times at <^yfight 
in the morning, in lieu of a bell, to sonunon the 
negroes to their daily occupation : again at nine, im 
breah/atl, and at ten to retnm to work. A conche . 
shell blew at half-past one o'cloek, for dhmer, and 
at half-past three, ft3r work^ The whip agsni 
(backed about hal£rpast six or seven at night, aear 
the negro-house,.to call their attentuxi to orders for 
the morrow; The term, driter, therefble, became 
inapplicable, and director, inspector, or oretSBer, 

■ would havebeen moie appr^riate to his-paxticidar 
of&ce. 
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'. Towards, the close of the yeso-, reports beg^ 
lo be prevftlenty that a compact, had been enteced 
into by . them, compelling every one to refuse 
.work on the First of October, which was treated 
.with, contempt by the proprietors; but when that 
epoch arrived, hints were industrion^ly spread^ that 
"■ itil not beinff ready," theday had been postponed 
-until :the first of November. Although no veiy 
japparent . change in their conduct was perceptiUe, 
. the -cunent rumours were not altf^ther discre- 
dited; but, when the latter period passed away 
without insuboTdioatioD, it was hoped that all was 
unfounded, . Not many days, however, had elapsed 
.«iuce this decision was known, when a circumatance 
took place which. convinced the whites that some- 
thing more serious was contemplated than had yet 
been unfolded, and proved that, if nothing had yet 
been attempted by the negroes, the feelings which 
prompted their irregularities had only been r«- 
-strained till a favourable i^ortunity, 

■ la the parish -of St. James, among other very 
productive and highly-cultivated sugar eatates, is 
one called SaU^pring, belonging to the heirs of Mr. 

. J. L. Bowen, deceased, but under the management 

■ of W. S. G— ^n, Esq. On this estate were com- 
fortably settled about two hundred and fitly negro 
and other slaves. 

In the previous part of this volume, the reader 
may recollect having been infoTmed, that during crop 
time, that is, while the process of sugar making is 
proceeding, among other indulgences allowed to 
^ the people, is one by which each negro is permitted 
. to carry home;at dinner time, from the field, pej- 
.haps^o (ff .three w^nr cones, and of which he is 
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i^jcttemely fond, for they are very delicious eating;, 
(ted there can be iio doubt but, availing himself of 
Uda privil^e, he invariably chooses the finest canes. ! 

; Mr. G; is a gentlemen of mM temper, beyond' 
the middle period' of life, an extensive attorney) 
(agent) or manager of properties, opulent, and ia 
his legal character,, stands prominent in his profes-' 
sion. He has long represented that valuable p»ris£ 
(St. ^ames):in the House <rf Assembly, with great 
.t^edit, and enjoys in his family circle entire domes-' 
tic bappinfts.' ■' 

. While making 'his periodical excursions to the 
properties under his superintendence at" tins tiraief 
it happened that he visited Sallspring also, when,. 
oD riding through a cane piece to the spot where, he: 
expected to fiiid the people at work,, he met them 
returning therefrom, it being exactly the dimier 
hour. Mr. G. observed, with astonishment, ibow: 
greatly the indulgence of carrying home a lew canes, 
at dinner time, was by them encroached upoOr but 
intended to refrain from remarks until he should see 
the overseer. However, on meeting a woman, who 
^d not bear a very high character, perfectly haded 
miih canes, he asked her how she could presume to 
carry away such a quantity, instead of what was' 
the usual allowance. She made him no diStiDct 
reply, but muttering something to herself, 
was proceeding homeward, when Mr. G. ordered 
ber to' throw down the canes immediately ; this she 
at once refused to do, in the most impertinent 
manner, t^e driver happened to come up at this 
moment, when Mr. G., of course, directed hbn tff 
tajw the woman in charge, intending to give her a 
fev hotnV confinement, for her insolent conduft^ 
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Dating tba short ioterval a negro man had joined 
them, -wiui commenced the most infamous abuse gt 
Mr. G., in which he vraA loudly backed by the 
woman, whom he termed Au wife.aaA more than 
once he rEuwd Mb rausiAel (a kind of strong cutlass 
used For cutting fences, sugar-canes, &c.) in a most 
tlveatening attitude, to Mr. G. The aspect of- 
Qangt now became soTnewhat serious,'aiid Mr.O. 
rode qtuetly back to the works to leam the cause 
of it, when, on his entering the boiling-house, he . 
was surprised to find no work going otr.fdr.although 
it was than dinner time, the business proceeds, and 
those then ei^aged, take their two hours for dinner, 
when the others retmm. The ladles were laid down, 
and the people unemployed. On inquiring into 
the cause of this stagnation, he was cooly inionned 
by them, that they hod worked kmg enough- now, 
and did not intend to do so any more; thatpanum 

B ^11, had told them their freedom was sent out 

to the governor £cDm England, and that the whites 
were preventing the governor from giving it to 

them; that pars(m B 11 would soon be out again 

from England, and that his directions were, that 
tfaey must cease work before Christmas, for if they 
did one day's labour afterwards, they would be kept 
to it all their lives, and never get freedom. Parson 
B ' , was their pnnnpter; uid had often told them 
" tkejf could not serve two masters," but must only 
serve God; so they had determined not to wait 1^ 
Ghristmas, but to leave <^ fork immediately. 

It now wanted only a few weeks of Chtistmas, 
wid as crop bad partially commenced, and some 
mills were about, tins oppoutioi, if permitted to go 
onpunished, would have only acted as an encouit^^* 



I , Google 



175 

N|ent to farther acts or insubordiruUioa. Mr. G. 
having therefore particularly ootic^ who were the 
ring^eadeT^ vnth his usual calmness and promp- 
titude, mounted his borae, and proceeded toMon* 
tego @ay, from whence, heing also in the commis- 
sioB of the peace, he sent a white constable to 
S6C4re two or three of the most violent; but this 
man was. severely maltreated, 4iid barely escaped 
with his life, to proclaim bis untoward recepti<»t. 
Three others were then despatched, well armed; 
but, on their arrival at the estate, the whole of the 
fffiending party had fled to the woods, nor was it 
found possible subsequently to secure them. By 
~ d^rees, some of the less boisterous returned, crav- 
4ng fo^veness ; and, on their promising good be- 
haviour, were permitted to labour as usual. This 
(»rcumstance spread like wild-fire, receiving im- 
mense alterations and additions, in their course 
from parish to parish, and even reached England, 
with the most scandalous and exaggerated aggrava- 
tion, as regards Mr. G.'s treatment of the womao. 
The alight rupture in St. Jacoes's seemed only a 
signal for further trials in other parishes. St. John's, 
Portland, and St. Greorge's, became occasionally « 
little disturbed; nor were there wanting, in other 
districts, proofs of dissatisfoction oa the part of 
the peq)le. As there is ao much indulgence granted 
to Uie negro po{Hilation at Cluistmas, in holidays, 
allowances of provision, liquor, &c., it is natural to 
suppose, various excesses will be committed; and 
it has, therefore, been the invariable custom for the 
■militia regiments to as^mble a few days previous 
titereto, when the cmnmanding officer fixes the 
point, (tf rendezvous,, at which each company U 
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expected to be feiuid, in case of need ; and, on soitie 
occasions, it has been the practice to appoint ft 
regular giraid for duty, during the continuance of 
this always' somewhat lawless season. Strange to 
say, however, nothing particular" was deemed neces- 
sary this year, beyond the usual preliminary niuster'. 
Probably it might have been considered needless'; 
as from the greatly ameliorated state of the 
^ave populatirm, and the immense number whose 
minds had lieen enlightened by religions instniditm 
and some education, the inhabitants and authorities 
had reason to entertain a hope that all barbaroiA 
customs, and much of their former licentiousness 
W'ould now disappear, particularly as the John Connu 
dance, the gombay, &c., had already given place to 
the common reel, the'fiddle, and tambOurin. ' 

It must not be suspected, notwithstanding thing* 
Were apparently quiet, that, in reahty, all v>a» 
petxce. As the days rolled on, each of wfiidi 
brought'it nearer and nearer to Christmas, every 
sutcessive one fiirnished ftesh intelligence of some 
meditated movement, when the period should arrive 
■ at which it could most conveniently be achieved; 
Sometimes Montegd Bay, in St. James's, was to be ' 
overwhelmed, and aU the whites massacred. Some- 
times Savannah Le-har, in Westmoreland, was to be 
burnt down on Christmas night; at other times it 
-was stated, that all the whites, in the country parts, 
were to be burnt in their houses, during the same 
night, by a simultaneous operation of the oath 
taken byeverynegro, on every property; but, what- 
ever might have been told of their frightful inten- 
tions, no OTie seemed to doubt the report, that 
s// vBork waa to be sutpended after Christmm^ 
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«3,' during the nightly meetings held by th^ itine* 
rant preachers, (of which we have spoken-at th^ 
earlier parts of these pages,) the caths then taken 
and pledged in blood, were considered as irrevocably 
binding. Among the white inhabitants every seri-- 
ous riuoouj was disregarded, because they uo^ni- 
mottsly believed nothing of consequence could coma, 
to a head, without its being divulged by some slava 
or another; and thus they permitted themselves tq 
b$ lulled into a delusive security. The Christmas 
day of 1831, happened to fall on a Sunday. 
. It has before been stated that, according to the 
Jamaica laws, the negro has a right to, and of 
course always appropriates to his own purposes, 
ewry aUemate Saturday ; also that Christmas day 
and the two following are, from common usage, given 
vp to him besides. Thus then it happened that, in 
complete opposition to the existing laws, whicl^ 
enact that no negro slave shall be allowed, more than 
two days at one time, on very many estates, and other 
poverties, they become entitled to at \ea&t four days 
blether, as what is termed the negro Saturday bad 
fallen on the day previous to that of Christmas. 
This gave immense licence to those who were con- 
ducting the meditated revolt, particuiaily as night 
is, even more than day, the season most congenial 
to the negro's jnachinations; and the reader will 
very soon perceive .that this unusually lengthened 
^portuuity for indulgence, was, with the most crafty 
ftvidity, seized for the consummation of the most 
(^bo^cal purposes, inasmuch as the early part o£- 
it was employed to mature the plan, and the latter 
to carry it into effect, before a call to labour should 
again defeat it. 

.. ,.i5 
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" Until tbe evening of Tuesday, the ^th of Jie- 
cembei, nothing hostile had taken place; and as it 
is cusfMnary, with prudent masters, to assemble the 
people on the second morning after Cbmtmas day, 
and (if all present) relieve therd fiom irerfc that day, 
it was generally presumed all was quiet; but how 
soon were these hopes to be dashed away ! The 
setting of the sun had evidently been the precon- 
certed signal, for, on its departure, innumerable 
sugar estates were instantly in a blaze! It ia 
generally supposed, that they only waited to see 
the tra^ houses of Bellefield Estate in flames, for, 
as soon aa that was visible, the' contagion spread 
rapidly to Argyle, Retrieve, MontpeU^v, Lapland, 
&c., and not only in the immediate neighbourhood, 
but through most of the adjacent estates in St. 
James's. On one side of Montego Bay, the hilla 
are so disposed as to fohn a most beautifiil and 
picturesque amphitheatre, el^antly studded with 
sugar estates, having works and other buildings on 
an unusally magniflcent scale. Here and there the 
eye rests with delight on a most tasty chateau, be- 
longing to some extensive attorney, (agent,) or other 
individual, possessing influence in the commnnity. 

At this period of the year, the scenery cannot be 
surpassed, being so diversified by the various hues 
of the different crops. The bright yellow of the 
ripened sugar cane, forming a- fine contrast with 
the deep green of the Indian com, jiist banning to 
spear, which tintist^ain varied by an occasion^: 
luxuriant pasture of Guinea grass. Now and then 
an avenue of majestic cocoa-nut ti«e8, loaded with 
their huge fruit, relieves the eye, and forms a kind 
of leading object, by which the attention is drawn 
to a noble pile of buildings, surrounded at some 
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trUUng distance, with innumerable neat'lookingi 
bouaes, inhabited by the negroes. 

.In the space of five Buuutea after the precon- 
cNted signal was made, fifteen enormous fires' wece 
tierai in difr«ent directions, around this once charm- 
ing scene ; and then it was but too plain, that the 
work (A devastation had commenced in its most 
horrific form. The conche-shell was heard to blow in 
every quarter, accompanied by huzzas and shouts 
of exultation from the infatuated slaves. 

It should be. hete remarked, that tJie sagar cane 
invariaUy drops its lower leaves, whichare decayed,* 
very long, and numerous, as it proceeds to maturity, 
and these being dry, become completely combusti- 
Me. Tocches were applied to all the fields cd* this 
descnptioQ,F which instantly took fire ; and, as the 
land-wind had just set in, the havoc may be the 
more easily imagined when it is (very properly) 
compared to a candle applied to dry flut. Whole . 
fields, each perhaps contuning twenty, thirty, tbity 
acres, or upwsids, were thus ignited, and the atmoG- 
phere af^eaied one solid mass of flame. The 
IHcturewaa, indeed, awfully grand; nor were the 
rebels at all idle in the interim. . 

Janaica has been justly likened to a sheet of 
writing paper, crumpled up in the hand, and then 
slightly extended; in sbort, composed of an unceas- 
ing series of hill and dale, most irregularly thrown 
itogether. On most of the commanding niountains, 
signal fires were seen to spring up in rapid succes- 
siou, announcing the commencement of hostilities, 
and, during the first nigh^ miles of fiiie cultivation 
were laid in waste. The island miEtia was of course 
inunediately in lequiutitm. and proceeded, as early 
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Not a soul was to be seen on any of the estates,, 
sxceptiog fhe old, disabled) sick, or children. All 
qtheis had fled to the woods, taking with them^ 
whatever weapons, Mnmtinition, and food they coold 
collect. It was curious to renmik, that not a single 
blacksmith's shop (there being one on almost every 
estate) wW destroyed ; but they were left entire 
and unmolested, only with a view to their utility 
in case of a scarcity of arms, because those who . 
had followed the trade might forge pikes, sharpen 
quUasses, and rep^r such as might happen to receive 
^amage, during the expected conflict. 
- The whole of Wednesday was occupied by the 
militia^ and others, in a fruitless seuch after the 
iDcendiajie3;;uid by the rebels, in concealing them- 
selves, and closely watching the movemetits of their 
pursuers. 

It has before been slated, that every male, from 
sixteen to sixty must serve in the militia, ui.less 
prevented by bodily incapacity, or some othei. 
powerful cause. The reader will therefore conclude, - 
that, as this service is not quite voluntary, there are 
indulgences granted .to lighten its ligidness, . in a. 
climate so' uncongenial to white persons, which 
would never be thought of by men, who, of their own~ 
accord, enter the military profession. Among othas, 
it is invariably the customi that, on Euch oct^iacmsf. 
every military-man mounis tm whatever animal of 
the horse kind he may possess, oi be able to bat-: 
row, and thus he scouts the country in search of. hi»- 
enemy, more like a " Quixote" than a soldier. As^ ' 
hewevei,almost every individual, be he ever'so pow,- 
can mitttet .a nag ^ his ftwn, it may be si^posedl 
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that mfljiy were rather simil&r - to the " &/n/ag 
mare,", but some few of a superior cast. ' As the 
detachments proceeded, nojir and then an occasional 
shot from an inaccessible hiU, or from the opposite 
side of a deep ravine, would salute the party, and 
more than once took effect ; but it was found impos* 
sible to follow the rebel, eren had he dared to show 
himself. On the return of the militia, guards were 
mounted in the towns, and the regiments (as each 
parish has one) variously distributed in the vicinity, 
wherever shelter could be found from the destructive 
night dews. At sun-At^ however, all was blaze again, 
and such buildings and fields as had escaped the 
-preceding liight, were then sacrificed without delay. 
It will be remarked that, as all white men were now 
doing duty in the militia, every property was left at 
the m6icy of tbe negroes, so that they had only to 
Bet fire to the various buildings, and then fly to the 
woods, certain of security, even should a party of 
militia repair to the spot. Dispatches had been 
^ready £]r warded to the governor, apprising him 
of the scene that was acting, and every arranger 
jnent was in the interim made by the local authori- 
ties that might be- deemed the best means of 
saving the town of Montego Bay. 

It is necessary here to state, that a negro, named 
JTurlock, of charact^ deprived and vile in the ex~ 
treme, but bold even to madness, had been heard to 
dedare, that, when once the fires had began, he 
would never rest until hfe had burnt Montego Bay 
to- the ground, frohi end to end. From his general 
conduct, it was well known he would accomplish hit 
threat, if it was in tbe power of man to do it; and 
.this circumBtance rendered it absolutely necessaxy 
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that the almost .vigilance should be olHerved, is 
patroling every street and comer of the town at the 
same moment, and that, all the night longi whicii 
forced on the white inhabitants a most dreadfuUy 
severe nocturnal occupation. The temerity of this 
wretch was such, that he actually prowled about 
tbe streets in female attire ; but so quick was his , 
movements and his eye, that he was no soonei' 
seen than lost. He had, of course, many skulking 
accomplices; but none of equal note with himself. 
Although this man was apparently a rover, and 
independent, yet he belonged to the party under 
the rebel captain WLennan, 

It was known to be the fact, that Hurlock once 
visited every guard about Montego Bay, in di^uise, 
as a water-carrier, seller "of segars, &c., amusing 
each with some marvellous tale of what Was pro- 
ceeding in the country; and by this means, learnt 
not only the strength of the different detachments, 
but, in many cases, which were to be their probable 
routet the following day. Thus he was able to 
r^)ort to their head-quarters, at Greenwich Hill, the 
result of his inquiries; and the leaders took care 
that some of their best marksmen should be lying; 
in ambush, at convenient spots, in order to avail 
themselves of the opportunity thus afforded to pick 
off some of the mihtia, without the chance of the 
fire being returned. 

Before we proceed farther in this narrative, it 
seems proper and expedient to inform the reader 
that, altJwnigb a general rising had been long me- 
ditated by the n^roes, one obstacle or another 
invariably presented itself, to mar its progress, or 
even its conunencement; but the time had at length 
arrived] and was deemed quite favourable. 
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In ihe town of Moal^o Bay,. there wm a vay 
commodioua Baptist, chapel, which, from the doc- 
trine there promulgated being extremely (and very 
naturally quite), coi^enial to the minds of the dis- 
contented among the negroes, was fully attended. 
It was served .principally by Mr. B— — 11, Mr, 

K bb, and others. These individuals lost no 

opportunity of instilling into the minds of the negro 
. population the utter impossibility of their serving 
two masters. They invariably quoted everyportion 
of scripture which could have a tendency to shake 
their allegiance to their owners, or impress upon 
their minds the degraded state in which they were 
crueUff detained by those who had power over them. 
The following, and other similar passages, were con- 
stantly read and expatiated on, with the utmost 
-virulence, viz. — 

" If Ibe Son therefore shall mike job fnt, ye ibil^ be frt* i». 

d«eil." Jobs Tiii. 3S. 
"Ko mu out Krre Ueo mmUf.'' Hill. Tj. 34. 
'■ y« «ro ioaskt ial\ a frict; be nol je tlie stnimtt of mtn." 

I Cor. Tii. 33. 
"There i> oeilbet Greek Dor Jew; lliere u oeilber bond nor 

flit." G-1. iii. aa. 

"Be nut entangled irllh the yelt of hoadagt." Gal. t. I. 

with numerous other texts of similar import. 

It is by no means unnatural to suppose, that such 
conduct, pursued by those to whom these ignorant 
beings looked up for religious instruction, would not 
only completely unsettle their minds, but also irri- 
tate them beyond measure, and nurture, to the 
utmost, a deadly passion of revenge, so invariably 
the tenant of an uncultivated breast. The sequel 
will prove how truly the fatal arrow had been 
pointed. At this particular period, Mr. B 11, 
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tt^ piincijml Baptist preacher, .was absent fccnnliid 
ehai^e, havii^, during the previous year, repaired to 
England; but he bad left able labourers to continue 
sowing the seeds of dissatisfaction until his return, 
which was daily expected. 

■ £y. evidence elicited from most. of the witnesses 
examined &t the trials of the principal offenders, it 
was plainly shown, that the absolute fixing of the 
plan took place one day after the congregation of 
this chapel was distnissed, a Sunday or two previ- 
ous to the Christmas of 1831, they having just 
listened to a discourse, which, in their own words, 
'•yjbrced them to take free, because parson tell dem 
tings to make dem blood boil." 

The man who tt)ok the lead, and was thence for- 
wardnominatedcAse^, was a negro, named Samuel 
sharp, or Tharp, belonging to a female then resid- 
ing, at Montego Bay. He was active, inteUigent, 
and subtle, possessing considerable influence over 
the rest, from tl* circumstance of his being a " ruUr" 
in the Baptist church, (to which they all belonged,) 
and employed by the preachers to " carry the word " 
to the members of their congregation. From all 
these occupations he was designated in the following 
style, daddy, ruler, general, Samuel Sharp.. 

The next in command, with the rank of colonel, 
was a negro named " Gardiner," the head wagoner 
on Greenwich estate, He was tall, stout, and 
wore a manly countenance; bold in danger, and 
prompt in the execution ofplans previously arranged. 
His associates feared to disobey him, as he evinced 
a greater portion of determined courage and fearless 
enterprise than any of the rest. He seemed to feel 
that almost everything depended on his exertions. 
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The graAe below Garainer, was filled by a aegra 
named " Dove" whose rank of lieutenant-cokmcl, 
affi>rdetl htm opportunities to carry into full effect ajl 
the craft and subtJlty with which he was hi^lj 
endued. His very brow was a type of cunning. 
His mouth displayed a sarcastic grin, and his vhiM 
contour possessed the beholder with »i idea of the 
utmost degree of artfulness. 

The rank of major seems to have been somewhat 
overlooked, as only a few noted oneswere distia> 
guished by that appellattcm. 

Among the numerous band of captains and 
subalterns, it is needless to mention more than two 
or three of the ringleaders, otherwise too much 
space will be occupied. 

We commence, then, with " Captain JtTCaU," a 
negro belonging to Prospect Plantation, who was a 
most powerfiil and resolute depredator. His master 
had commanded the western interior regiment of 
militia; hut having died a short time previous tb 
the insurrection, Ihia slave clandestinely possessed 
liimself of all his accoutrements, and a considerable 
stock of both blank cartridge and powder in cask, 
which was in Colonel M'Cail's' custody, previous to 
his decease. 

Captain Alexander Campbell, (more generally 
known by the appellation of " Lord Howe,") was 
also indefstigahle in his exertions, although his duty 
seemed principally to be comprised in carrying ona 
system of " espionage," with a small party of bold 
adventurers, who, besides engaging in occasiohttl 
acts of arson, conveyed to their head-quarters every 
movement of the troops that could be deeined worthy 
of notice. His divisioil formed also a section ofUft 
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incendiary party, and he not unfrequently srat 
notice of his intentioni the previous nigM, in otdet 
to gain proselytes. Where he found no resistance, 
« few only of his men and boys were employed to 
fire the property; but, if opposition was evinced, 
an armed body at once repaired to commit the act, 
and nm all ri^s : so bold were they already grown 
in crime, and encouraged, no doubt, by the trifling 
check that had hitherto been opposed to their 
depredations,' 

Among the lieutenants and ensigns were James 
Mitla Fine, Donald M'Intosh, James M'Intosh, 
John Largia, Thomas Simpson, Wilna M'Donald, 
and innumerable others, whose only necessary qua- 
lifications seemed to be a most resolute spirit, a 
reckless idea of consequences, and a determination 
to. carry into effect whatever bloody orders were 
issued by their superiors. Of course, the reader 
cannot expect to And such individuals accoutred in 
anything like a martial garb. Although some of 
the ringleaders absolutely wore scarlet jackets, and 
had possessed themselves of other military' accou- 
trements, the usual negro dress generally served as 
their uniform, aod their arms consisted principally 
of a few old muskets and fowling-pieces, carlunes 
and pistols, stolen, or otherwise privately procured 
during the previom year ; but, in addition to these 
weapous, they had tlieir muschetts, which were an 
admirable substitute for a cutlass. 

Those unacquainted with Jamaica society, will 
ei^ess surprise at the facility with which the 
negroes appear to have obtained a supply of these 
articles; and we must therefore inform them, that 
scarcely any person goes to the West Indies without 
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that almost indispfihsable article, " a gun." From 
the gieat frequency of deaths, among overseers and 
book-keepers especially, these guns are easily pur- 
loined by the negroes employed about the unfortu- 
nate man during his illness, and it is not doubted 
that in this manner J:)y far the greater proportion of 
Jire-arms used by the rebels were procured. It is 
unnecessary further to remaik, than, merely to add, 
that the scheme had been well organized, and to a 
certain extent it succeeded beyond their most 
sanguine expectations. 

• Although the first symptoms of revolt and incen- 
diarism appeared at and in the immediate vicinity 
of Mgntego Say, it must be understood that the plans 
qi the disaffected bad been so well digested and 
skilfully arranged, that depredations were going for- 
ward at the same time in other quarters. In Trelaw- 
ney, in Hanover, Westmoreland, and in St. Eli- 
;^beth's, all was uproar and consternation, insolence 
and disaifection. Even in the distant parishes of 
St, John's, Clarendon, St. George's, Portland, &c, 
partial revolts took place.' Just at this time, and 
while the rebels were hotly at work in St. James's, 
the extremity of St. Elizabeth's, most contiguous to 
the agitated district, became seriously rebellious. It 
commenced at a plantation called " Ginger HiU," 

belonging to Dr. L e, a gentleman of very great 

respectabiUty, residing in Montego Bay, 

On the Wednesday night subsequent to Christ- 
mas day, being the 28th' December, Mr. A d, 

the overseer, without any previous notice, found 

himself, while quietly bitting in his room, sor- 

lounded by the property negroes, who informed bita 

. of what was proceedijig, and peremptorily ordered 
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iiim to one particular apartment, under the chai^' 
of their own sentries, until they saw the residt of 
the insurrection. Remonstrance was unavailing: 
and thus was an innocent and excellent young man 
doomed to solitary confineinent, perfectly convinced 
his situation could not be made known to the whites, 
and anticipating nothing but a brutal murder from 
his sanguinary gaolers. The overseer once secured, • 
the iiegro^ becrane a lawless banditti. All the 
buildings on the property were burnt down, and the . 
passes to the house well barricaded. In conjunctioh 
and constant communication with Ginger Hill 
peo]Je, were those of an estate a short distance 
below, called Y. S. from the circumstance of the 
vHndings of the river forming tliose two letters,' 
close to, the estate. 

The whole of this district, in the parish of St; 
Elizabeth, became convulsed; and, from the disposi' 
tion evinced by the Y. S. negroes, it was deemed 
prudent by the authorities, to prevent further 
damage, to secure and ctmVey, as hostages, about 
fifty of the most able negroes on board the Cygnet 
sloop, lying at anchor in Black River harbour.' 
lliis could never have been effected, had not Major" 
General R — — d, commanding the" district, acted 
with the utmost promptitude and dedsion. He first 
posted two companies of the St. Elizabeth's regiment 
on the estate, and then secured the most turbulent, 
and those most capable of influencing the lest, 
before they could escape. This was one among the 
numerous judicious steps taken by the major- 
general, which proved binfl well qualified for Hm 
rank' and post assigned to him by the governor, ' 
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p&rtictd&r district, to mention a circumstance that 
occurred shortly after this time, as, no doubt, it was 
in some degree connected with the feeHngB then 
raging in the negro breast. " . 
' On Vauxhall Estate, not far distant from Y. S., 
-Mr. C. L. a young man of irreproachable -character, 
held the appointment of overseer, heing de^roUs 
of obtaining ca^ for ani^and check of £100, had 
■ordered his gig the previous night, to be ready on 
the following morning, at a specified hour, to proceed 
to Long HiU, where the collecting constable's oJSce 
was held, (answering to our Tax OfSce here,) wheic 
he knew he could obtain his object, and had even 
-named the horse he intended for the journey, in 
■ order to perform it with all expedition. He reached 
Long Hill in safety, transacted his business, and 
proceeded on his refum until within a few fields 
of his own residenoe, when, on a sudden, three 
negro men rushed from the wood by the road sidk: 
one seized the horse's head, another sprung into the 
vehicle and secured Mt. L.'s arms, while a third 
gave him a deadly blow on the head with a bludgeon. 
AH this was instantaneous; but, had it not been so. 
Mi. L.'s disabled state would have rendered hlin 
no formidable adversary to even one miscreant, 
as he bad met with an accident some time previous 
- which entirely deprived him of, the use of one Jiand, 
.consequently his little (liith^lo faithful) negro. bc^ 
.was then his charioteer; and he, beiijg in league 
.with the assailants, as was subsequently proved, 
; made their task easy, by stopping the hOrse fit the 
; preconcerted signal and spot fixed. His body was 
-. Ibtind <m the fallowing day,, by the JPfA side, in a' 
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moat dreadfully mangled amditicni. However, after 
some time, these barbarous murderers met with the 
-ignomiftious fate they so deservedly merited. Such 
acts were not unfrequent; but merely considered 
"signs of the times." 

It is only justice to. add, that the principal cause 
which led to the discovery of the atrocious muc' 
derers, was a reward of one hundred and fifty 

dollars offered by Mr. J. D ^y, a wealthy and 

high spirited gentleman of the parish of St. Eli- 
zabeth, who nobly came forward in the cause of 
humanity, although in no way connected with the 
unfortunate gentleman, or interested in the property 
er its management. 

But to return to the immediate scenes of insur- 
rection. It will be recollected that, on the arrival of 
official intelligence from the proper authorities, 
rebellion and arson were making rapid strides, when 
the governor issued his proclamation, instituting 
martial law throughout the island. 

The narrative will now be confined for a short 
period to the details of events in the parishes of 
St. Elizabeth, Westmoreland, and their vicinities. 
. As the incendiary spirit was now increasing to an 
alarming extent, and parties were now fast ap- 
proadbing that part of St. Elizabeth, called the 

Savannah Mountains, Major-General R ^n, with 

his iisual discretion, fixed one of his district head- 
quarters at a lai^e property called N, S h, 

belonging to 3. S— , Esq., who was also his 

brigade-major, and a more judicious nomination 
could not have taken place. The edified and grounds 
afford immense accomiiiodation fbrguest, menid, and 
qnadniped. The truly noble hearts -of that prc^ietor 
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and his amiable partner, were everopen to' Uie 
lUjnogt extent of hospitality'; and fain would I 
dwell on the countless acts of generosity, kindness, 
and humanity, I witnessed during that eventful 
period of privation, where this benevolent couple 
were the sole benefactors; but, from a fear of 
giving ofTence, I refrain, most reluctantly, fronr 
recording even a few of their praiseworthy actions. 
Matters were now becoming extremely serious, 
and, as the fires were every night rapidly advtuicii^ 
towards St. Elizabeth's, Major-General R — — n 
distributed the militia regiments under his command, 
by detachments, in such places as he deemed most 
expedient, fixing his own head-quarters at ihe 
inland town of Lacovia, a most central situation. 
Having two or three stations as district head-quar- 
ters, he fixed (as before stated) N. S h as one, 

y. S. Estate as another, &c. &c. The mansion* 

hoOse of N. S h is on a fine elevation, and 

commands an extensive flat below, through which 
lUns the main road from St. James's to St. EUiza* 
"beth's. Here, and in the immediate neighbourhood, 
he stationed from two to four companies, as occasion 
required, judging most correctly, that from thia 
position sorties could be made with advantage at 
seasonable junctures. The immense common pas- 
ture below afforded sustenance for the horses during 
day-light, and the dose paddocks around the bouse 
furnished an easy access to them, when required to 
be speedily caught for a nightly movement. The 
reader may form some judgment of the liberal and 
humane character of the proprietor, from an anecdote 
presently, to be related. 
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'On a neighbouflng ' hUl, and within sight of 

N. S \i, reaidedja friend of Mr. J. S h whose 

family consisted of a youthful wife and three, very 
young children, also a young lady, his wife'e sister. 
This gentleman had served some yearsin the army, 
and had retired, after tlie peace of 181S, to the ma- 
jiagement of his patrimonial possessions in J&ioaica. 
For distinction, we will designate him Mr. B. S — . 
Their friendship had been tried, and had not heen 
found wanting. 

On' the morning of Thursday, the 29th, Mr. 

J. S- ^h received a letter from a Mr, M'D— — Id 

whose residence was on an adjoining mountain, 
but still higher, and commanded aclear and.exten^ve 
Tiew of all the burning country. The letter was to 
the following effect: "Sir, — Having no confidence in 
my own people, I stole out last night, after dark, to 

the highest hill on P h, and witnessed, in rapid 

succession, the destruction, by fire, of several 
estates in St. James's and Trelawny: as I was ah 
'oyaseei for many years in that quarter, I knew the 
flitoations of those 1 last night saw consumed, -As 
soon as Belfield was fairly in flames, the Montpeliers 
were' blazing; Argyle, Retrieve, Irvin, Anchovy, 
Bolton, Richmond Hill, and many others, followed. 
The flames commenced, I conceive, invariably with 
the traah-houses, and the cfine-pieces were fired 
after tJie buildings were consumed. The conffagra- 
'tion was dreadful,. To avoid discovery, I used my 
'utmost caution -in gkining my own house; but this 
-was unnecessary, as Rot one of my own people Werfe , 
•at h(iine." 

Soon after the receipt of tliis communication, 
Mr. J. S- " h, aod one of his guests, while ridiiig 
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along a wad adjacent to his property met two 
biwwn men, who evidently had walked a great 
distance. These men fuinished such infoTmatioii 
as convinced Mr. J. Si aiid his firierid, that the 
hdiea of all families in that district ought, without 
delay, to be removed to a place of security. He' 
ftierefote wrote thus to his friend, Mr. B. S., on thp 
oppositehill: "Dear S., we have justleamt that the 
rebels burnt down Chester Castle last night, and 
dhopped off the head of the driver, because he 
opposed them: ahaip work this lor blackey. You had 
better bring your family over here immediately, as 
w« muster strong, and we will then concert i^ana' 
Jbr'die security of our wives and families. Seiid' 
over by bearer any bullets you have, or lead, and 
we can cast to-morrow. We will wait dinner till' 
half-past six or seven for you." ' 

To Mf. B. S. this was most unexpected, as he 
n-BS under no apprehension until the danger was so' 
near. '■ He deemed it too gfeat a risk to run, should' 
he decide on remaining with such a chaise in' an 
unprotected state. The summons was consequently- 
obeyed; and on the arrival of- himself and family at' 
Mr. S'b, they made up twelve adult whites and 
twentyi-three white children, under the hospitable' 
roof of the worthy host. On the following mohiing, 
after breakfast, every lady and child was forwardetf 
in ca:rriages, phaetons, gigs, fcc. down to Black 
River,f'*here some merchMit vessels were lying.' 
These were soon crowded, and a proportion of the 
defenceless remained in the town. 

Notwithstanding all the danger that threatened 
around, nothing could prevail on Mrs. J. S. to 
quithet readence and-spouse. Althoiigfa of temper 
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toild, she was magnaniinous in spirit, asd her 
excessive attachment to her husband would not 
admit of bet quitting him, even in peril. It was 
truly heroic on her port, and siost fortunate for all, 
that Bhe had courage thus to act; for 'it is quite 
impossible that any individuals uueodowed with the 
qualifijcations she posaessed, could have carried 
through the arduous dutiesshe so che^ullyuodertotdi 
4tid 60 at^irahly peifbnned. 
. Op the grst autbentic.inteUigence, Mr. J. S. (the 
biigade-mEyor) communicated with nu^-geneEal 
R— — -u, who, having called out the miUtia, hod 
already commenced fixing detacbmenlfi at such pDs.ts 
as he deemed most desirable. O^ithetfdlowiiigday, 
a compajiy, /cached N. S h (the district head- 
quarters) and despatches were forwarded by Major- 
general R n to the goveinoi, (^tiHislng him of 

the necessity for a r^nforcement of king's trocf>s, 
which almost immediately. arriTed- at 3)ack River 
and Montego Bay, The reader will bear in mind, 
that the quarter mostdiatttrbed, lay exactly between 
these two towns, which, by lasd, are from fifty to 
sixty miles distant from each other. Maitia] law 
had already been- proclaimed, end every individual 
who was, in ordinary times, exempted from the 
militia service, now hastened to report himself at 
head-quarters, and took, an, active part in the defaice 
and preservation of property. Soon afta the 
detachment arrived, the majoi-geneial, on the 
following morning (Sunday) divided it into pasties, 
which scoured the adjacent country, in, the hope of 
9Uddenly c<»ning on some of the rebel retreats; but 
they proved themselves too cautious to be taken by 
surprise. { was mysdf , with one of the parties. 
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After we had visited Lennox Estate, Windsa^ 
Forest, CaiUafaxi, £nfield, Ormiston, Welchpool, 
and others, m**''"g occasional incursions from the 
load, wherever appearances led ua to believe there 
was a negio track leading to a retreat occupied by 
the rebels;' our route, on retraining, led us througli 
" Woodstock," on which proptrty the corner. Dr. 
S e,- had just completed the erection of a hand- 
some mauffiOQ, eoin^ristng two stories. It was, 
bowever, nearly deinoGslied, and niDthing remained' 
but a anK^ang Tuia. On seeing us ride up, some 
of \us negroes came out of their houses to meet'us, 
and stated, that the bmldiogiiad been fired by the 
lebelsduring the preceding night, aiid that scarcely 
time had been allowed them to remove a paH of 
their master's forniture, which was af tbat time 
deposited in a small pasture by the wOod-side. At 
tke peridd of our parley, we were surrounded 1}y 
woodland ; but' not within gun-shot, which, as we 
afterwards learnt, was fortunate, as bad-that been 
the case, we should most certainly have been fired 
(HI by a pafty of the rebels who were in ambush, 
and watdiing us daring the whole of oui conference 
with the Woodstock negroed. Indeed, it subse^ 
quently cmb^ out, that we had passed within a few 
yards of.a well armed party, during the same morn- 
ing, who might easi^ have picked us all off; but 
they feared to create an alarm, taking us for (Hily 
tJie advance guard, and supposing tha!t Ute main 
body .was at our heels;. The Woodstock people 
assured us, that the rebels were iull three thousand 
in number on Greeawidi.HiU alone,' and that they, 
^temselves, had most po^tive orders to join them 
^at night, as the grand battle with, the whites wm 
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to take place the next day. They even inforihefi 
us that, at that moment, we were closely watched by 
the tehels, many of whom were lurking on the 
wooded hUl, close to the negro-houses ; but it 
was impossible for us to reach them, although thiey 
could distinctly see us. These people added, that 
they were unwilling to join, but would be mutdercd 
if they stood out any Icmger. 

From them we understood, fof a certainty, that 
" Daddy Sharp " was their leader, and that every 
white man's bouse and property was to be destroyed, 
in order to force them into the towns, with their 
wives and funilies, and that the last effort was to 
be a simultaneous attack on all the towns, by every 
n^To in. the island, when the houses were fo be set 
on fire, the males slaughtered, and the females 
taken as wives to the principal leaders and officers 
of the insurrection. No doubt seemed to be enter-' 
tained of their accomplishing this design, as they 
were convinced the governor and king's troops were 
an their side, and would not fight against them. 
The 'Woodstock slaves were almost all Baptists, and 
acknowledged they had punctually attended the 
Montego Bay Chapel, for the purpose of hearing 
about their freedom. They added, that Mr. B-- — 11, 

and Mr. K. -bb, the preachers, as well as oth^B 

who occasionally held foiih at their chapel, had 
plainly told them they were actually free ; that the 
white people alone kept them in slavery ; that aboul 
Christmas there would be a star fixed to one corner 
of the moaa, which was to be a signal to them that 
all labour for the whites was to cease ; because, if 
they disregarded these injunctions, and went to 
workyb)- onb/ one nngle day after Christmas, they 
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never could again have a chance of freedom, and 
would for ever remain in bondage. On leaving 
tiiem, we pointed out the danger of th«r pursuing 
tlie course directed by the rebels, and cautioned 
them against following such advice, as the conse- 
quences must be fatal. 

The scene before us was tr^y distressing : on one 
side, near the pile of smoking ruins, lay such of 
the fiimitureas had escaped the awful conflagration; 
and, atashort distance further, might be seen dozens 
and dozens of bottled liquors and wines, sevetal 
half barrels of salt pork and beef, kegs of butt«r, 
tongues, peas and barley, boxes of soap and candles, 
barrels of herrings, and casks of spirits. 

One woman informed us, that, in order to save as 
much of her master's and young mistress's valuable 
property as possible, she had secured, in her own 
negro house, his plate, and some trinkets, &c. which 
thebrigade-major promised to send for on the follow- 
ing day, for further security, but I never heard tliat he 
was able to obtain it. Indeed, it was truly heart- 
rending to see all the good old gentleman's Christ- 
mas delicacies in the possession and at the mercy 
of a lawless crew, while himself and family had 
been compelled ta desert their comfortable home, 
and seek refine at Montego Bay. While witness- 
ing this scene, the rain fell in torrents, and before 
we had again reached the main road, every indi- 
vidual of the party was drenched to the skin ; the 
day was now waning fast, and as we had many 
miles to ride through a dreary pass, deeply wooded 
oh both sides, it would have been neither a proof of 
courage or prudence to have delayed our return, 
when no good end could have been gained, and 
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particularly as there happened to be inbumerable 
ravines and fiistnesaes, perfectly impassable to those 
travelling on the load, from which much execution 
eoutd hfive been ijone oo the party by a concealed 
raemy, and with entire impunity. The rain de-; 
Bcended &ster and faster, Euid we had not proceeded 
more than three miles from Woodstock, when we 
met atTocq>er, (adragoon,) who deliveTed a di^Kttch 
to the cranmanding officer, stating that Y. S. estate 
had been set on fire, and that, beside Ginger Hill 
works being burnt to the ground, tbe ovetseer, Mr. 
A— — d, hfid been placed in durance vile by the 
n^roes on the property, 

Tbe reader will remember, Mm loiter event has 
been slightly mentioned in a former page, but will 
now be explained. Our nags were putto their utmost 

speed, and we soon reached N. S ^h, the district 

)iead-quarters, when the major-general having 
ascertained that Captain S — ■. — e, of the St. Eliza- 
beth's militia, with his company, had already 
mudied from Lacovia, to Y. S. sent directions ibr 
him to proceed immediately to the rescue of Mr. 

A d. Not a moment was lost; and althou^ the 

rain contiuaed dpring the remainder of tbe evening, 
tlus high spirited young nwi, with a .part of his coin* 
pany reached the propwtyunpereeived. . The feet 
was, that the rebds having (as Uiey concrired) 
well barricaded the principal- entrance to the 
works, and not dreaming that "buckra woiikl 
trouble themdunnff attch terrible weather," had jne- 
pued a grand supper, in the enjoyment of which 
they were busily employed, when cwnpelled preci- 
pitately to retreat, by reason of the unwjelcome and 
unexpected advance (A Captain S's. party. It mOH 
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here be remarksd, that the island militia i6 not 
only composed of every white man, as belbte Ae^ 
scribed, bat of alt free browns and blacks capable of 
jjearing anns, some of whom, and particularly the 
latter, hdvii^ been.a^uss .themMeloBi, were ^till io 
the habit of living like them, when at home ; con- 
sequently, thesavoiny viands and waUcQoked Vege' 
tables, thus abandoned by the scared len^^es, 
proved a delicious meal to some of their cold and 
dnpping pursuers, who, from (he celeiity with which 
the marching order had been executed, had been 
disaf^lnted of their usual-mess at their late.quai- 
teis. To describe the joy evinced by the poof 
prisoner, on finding himself thus suddenly debvered 
fiem certain maeaacre, is quite impossible. His 
power of eiqireasioa seemed ias a. time tti be, sus- 
pended, but, when siifi^cieotly recovered to fhrni^ 
details, he made the follQwing disclosure:— A few 
evenii^ previous, while ^tting ^one, he found bit 
room. half filled with negro men, who mibrmed him 
that, as they were ^ing to bum down the works, he 
^ust remain quietly, as their priscmer, and wA 
a£tempt \o escape from that loom ; that they meant 
to da him no harm, but would place sentries at the 
doors and round the hous^. Having no altemativei 
he was compiled to comply; l>ut, after, some time, 
it aeems, they determined on burning the oyerseei'i; 
hbutie. also, aod theiefive carried ,him avfay blind- 
fold, to .a strong n|^:co.houaa.oajthe.pa^erly, .where 
he remained ia. confiaemfid, duly guiurded, imt^ 
relieved. The works andevBty thijig were, of course 
4effldished. A little dothiiig had been left fdr M^. 

A d, and his BiiH>ly of food was Bcanty indeed. 

H« imagined their iotention was to have starved 
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him U death, as the negroes had iD&rmed him that 
they meant toshed no blood, if they found they could 
accomplish their object without it; but starving to 
death, OT securing a person to a, bedstead, and then 
Getting the house on fire, so that he woukt bum Ut 
death, was not shedding bbod. It is hardly neces- 
sary to say, that not a negro was to be found an the 
place, excepting, as usual, the diseased, aged, and 
infirm, or children, with here and there an old 
woman or two, in whose diarge no doubt the younger 
ones had been left. . 

- Day aitei day the militia penetrated into the 
heart of the disturbed districts ; but, from the mode 
of warfare adopted by the rebels, their incursions 
produced little effect, further than now and then a 
straggler taken by the parties, or a few shots received 
by the militia from ambuscades. In the mean time, 
a company of the 77th, under the conmmnd of 

Maj<» W ^n, consisting of one captain, two 

subalterns, and about eighty men, landed at ^ack 

River,from the Rose sloop-of-war. Captain P a. 

For the first night, they were lodged in the church, 
and marched into the interior on the following morn- 
ing. The Blanche frigate. Commodore F r, luid 

also proceeded to Montego Bay with a stronger 
detachment of the line : but of the latter weshaU 
presently speak. 

InteUigence was now received that the rebels 
had mustered in considerable force, at their strongest 
post, called Greenwich Hill, and amounted to about 
three thousand altogether : from which body some 
detachments were occasionally sent to bum proper* 
ties at night; and others to be in ambush during die 
day, along secure parts of the road, for the purpose 
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ftf piclting off the military &3 they proceeded from 
one place to another in BeaTch of them. In order 
to check the prt^ess of this well planned scheme, it 
was decided that the whole of the detachment at 
N. S h, with those in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, should advance towards the rebel camp, 
soon after sun-set, slopping short of it about a mile, 
and then m^e the attack at sun-rise the next day. 
To those unacqaainted with the nature of the 
country, the vigilance of the negro, and the extreme 
danger of the night dewa to an European, this move- 
ment will only appear an ordinary one ; but the fact 
is, although judiciously planned, it proved most for- 
tunate that another circumstance prevented its being 
carriedinto effect; as it was aflerirards ascertained, 
that having, by sinne means, (never yet found out by 
the whites,) become awate of the intended attack, the 
camp had been fixed on a part of the hift quite in- 
accessible to the assailants, excepting en (me side, 
tu;ro9s which a low wall had been- most industriously 
erected, which in its range included, at certain dis- 
tances, some fine trees with large trunks. Each 
tree would afford shelter to two or three marksmen, 
end in the spurs of these trees were cut deep 
notches, on which their guns mi|;ht securely rest, 
and which would ensure a perfect and unerring aink 
A little higher up, in some of the wide spreading 
trees, were . platforms fixed, as a station for the 
surest shots, who, being supplied with riSes, and 
sheltered by the branches and foliage, had orders to 
ctmimence as soon as the military advanced within 
rifle shot, to pick off the officers, and those appa- 
rently in command, particularly. 
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, (^ eB^ineapQS, within the circuit of about half a 
mileaUftToundGriQenvLch Hill, were posted videtteB, 
vhose duty it wb», immediately on the approach of 
the whit^,; tft letiirnby their pnTftte pass, (teack,) 
4Dd give information as to its probable strength, and 
by whomcQiiMltiaiLd^ In imitation of former days, 
ndien da^^er wbiS, anticipated, a prayer was said by 
the ehief, (Samuel Sharp,) i^ho held the double 
!Ci^>aaty (^ capta^gener^l and high priest,, and 
Staia himallordeFS e^qanated- Beii^ amre^ how-> 
^TW, that they could iu>t stand against the wl^tesin 
an; open encounter, a tolera.bly secure flight was 
Arranged fbi; theqisglireB, by means of passes , cut 
fifiag the bat^ and sides of the hill, down which 
,th^ WvSA retreat, but ^p whiidt no inor^ could 
«ifeB.wf^* . .Th^.were only bread enough fbt one 
4e t^y«l or dxop i^ a titae, but w.ete numerous; and 
jio minBiite ftppfaripg from the camR. it wa^. &■ per- 
fect safety to tbem i^hen oncd in thepath. On thus 
di^p^Tsing thiough the woods, they had merely to 
Me quietly till night fall, aad tbei^ j^oceed tptbe 
i»rthward, which they kqew &11 well would inevi- 
tably lead them to some part of the " Great Biver," 
^ofter which they could seek the nearest lendei^vous,. 
The drcumstance alluded to, whidi fgituqately 
prevented the undertaking of this hazudous expe- 
dition, was, that a shght skinnish had occurred on 
th^ road, near a setUement called Skacy, in which 
a private of the militia, named, B — i — rs, had been 
shot, and two pr three rebels killed or made pri- 
soners; that a large well armed body had taken 
post at Stiacy, fOTtified the baxbicues, and, from its 
commanding situation, completely intercepted the 
communication between Montego Bay and BUhck 
River. 
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■ It being of the iiLmost amq^qtufBce to ^veaem- 
this intercourae onint^nupted, a dietachmeiit ftoia 
'jS. S. upder Captain F — -riijWds nowordefed out 
tu dislodge ttieineu^ents. On tl^r route, ui occ»- 
siooal bullet; or sing vhistled unong the party, or 
crer.theif heads; bpt no ds^fige was (^e, except 
a hcose seyeiely wounded, until the attack coiq- 
menced on the bitified patt Ojf the barbicues, when 
A hot file was joaiitfained by both parties, during 
wfaidi a ball entered the neck o| Captain F- — n, 
andi passing the coUar-bppe, took an obltque <Urec- 
tic«i,,andlodgednear the shoulder-Uade. Ilte-^ace 
was, however, carried, and some prisoners taken, 
,and a few rebels, killed, with , only four men of the 
detachment wounded. These, with agiiard, returned 
to N. S. and having reported dte trf^^actioo^ th« 
brigade^major immediat^y sent medical asustaiice, 
snda -piapet vebide, to can'y Capt,ain F^ — ■_ — n to 
the district; head-qoarters at ^. :&^ wh^f&he -re- 
niained lor months, ifntil, sufficiently recovered to 
proceed to his own house, during the whole of which 
period the wounded gentleman experienced extreme 
care, attention, comfcttt, eqd hospitality irtau the 
libeial-hearted host and hostess. Of course, a strong 
guard was left at Stracy, and the rebels' rude Ibrti- . 
ficatioBs at once demoli^ied. 

It was astomshing to obserre what sagacity had 
been displayed by these beings in the selection of 
theii positions, not <M;ly, in this, instance, but is 
many others, as they invariably availed themselves 
pf such as commanded a full view of the hwtile 
^proaches, and a secure, but concealed retreat lor 
themselves, with a supply of water, taid ground pro- 
visions; invariably constructing impediments to 
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«ach entrance. In this case, Stracy possesses every 
advantage, with the adiUtion of its heing on a hilF, 
■within gun-shot of the loads to Montego Bay, lo 
Black River, Barnyaide, &c. ; for there are not only 
■fine provision-grounds all around it, hut a large penn 
property close at hand, called Cow-park, whert 
ihey invariably obtained cattle and sheep at pleasure. 
It was, probably, at the instance of their captaii 
(M'Cail) that this place was fixed on for the detach^ 
Dient, he having belonged to Mr. Angus M'Cail, 
whose residence, called Prospect, was ^tuated on a 
sister- hill to Stracy, and only a trifling walk from it, 
consequently he was aware of every creek and 
fcomet Ml that neighbourhood; and knew how to 
avtdl himself of their advantages. Colonel M'Cail; 
(his master) had commanded the Western interior 
regiment; but, having died a few months previous 
to the rebellion, his servant (the rebel here alluded 
to as capt^n) had possessed himself of his master's 
Military accoutrements, and also a quantity of am-- 
munition and blank cartridge deposited in the store 
while his master held the command, and which waS) 
accoi'ding to the island law, served out to every 
man previous to all general inspections. These 
facts were all acknowledged by the miscreant him- 
self, when subsequentlytaken, and tried for rebellion. 
He was, of course, executed, and his bead stuck 
upon a pole, with others, in the immediate vicinity 
of his 'depredations. He also Confessed that be wa9 
the individual who actually burnt down his master's 
house. 'DuriAg these events, the officers of the 
^ose rendered every assistance in their powet, and 
offered to undertake, or' aid with men, any enter- 
prise for the general benefit. 
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- By those on wlioni it devolved lo regulate thi 
mililBiy movements, it had been decided that the 
moat jiidjcioiis and eflfective mode of attacking the 
general camp at Greenwich Hill, would be by bom. 
batdment, and one cannon being deemed sufficient 
for the occasion, two jolly tan, from the Rose; 
Volunteered for the service of working the gun. 
Four companies of the St. Elizabeth regiment, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel F — g — n, 
and three of the Westmoreland regiment, under the 

command of Lieutenant-Colonel W s, were 

ordered for the duty, accompanied by two sailors, 
with the six pounder. The two columns commenced 
their march from their different stations, at such 
hours as would ensure their meeting on the appointed 
spot at the stipulated period. This end accomplished, 
due caution was observed on their junction, and a 
circuitous (because sheltered) route chosen for their 
advance to the scene, where they anticipated nothing 
but a mnst decisive termination to the insurrection, 
by the entire and complete demolition of this their 
strongest hiding-place. Strange, however, toreJate, 
not the slightest opposition was manifested. The 
barricades still remained as before, but were im- 
mediately overthrown by the assailants, without 
molestation. The works of defence appeared perfect 
aa hitherto; but no shot was returned on their 
removal. Barrier after barrier was surmounted, and 
all that was an apparent obstruction levelled, until 
the eminence was fairly gained, when the only 
individual who appeared was a lame old negro 
woman, who had, as it seemed, been one of many 
employed in cooking the numeroiis iron pots of 
provisions, with w hieh she was surrounded, as a. 
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Itfeakfafit, for the whole of the rebel encaiApinent. 
F'tom her eattraordinary nan chalance, aijd evid^t 
iincooeem,ftt the approach of those who mi^ht have 
been deemed wtwelcome as yteil as unexpected 
yiaitors, a' fe^iog of suspoclon that all was not ngh.% 
at once entered the breasts c^ the principal offic^^^ 
. Treachery was anticipated, although the giound 
seemed perfectly clear. All they could extract ftora 
the woman was, that she and others were engaged 
in cooking the break&st for the rest, while prayers 
were going on; but that, on a sudden^ one of theii 
spies came in with information that two legimaita 
and Gome big guns were close to them, and coming 
up secretly, on which the whole of the negroes had 
fled, she knew not where, but that she with hec 
lame feet cotdd not get down the passes, and 
therefore made up h«r mind to deliver herself up to 
the buckras for pardon. Although this tale was 
dehrered in. the most plausible manner, (of wjtich 
the negro is yety capable), it was by no means 
satisfactory to s<nne who had naxrewly watched her 
motions. To them it appeared extraordinary, that 
she-was more than necessarily anxious tostir erery 
pot by turns, notwithstanding her lameness, which, 
in itself, would have been a sufficient excuse for het 
Eesting in 4me place, while answering the questions 
put to her. At length tho idea of poison suggested 
itself, and, on being closely pressed, and threatened 
with immediate anpihilation if she per^sted in 
uttering &lsehoods, she abandoned the pievaricatioa. 
she had throughout adopted, and confessed that 
every pot had been poisoned as a trap for the mili-. 
tary, as soon as they found it was impossible for 
Uiem to consume the contents, and effect a retreat. 
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In corroboration of her etatement, and aa a proof 
thai, she now spake the tiutb, neither threats nor 
piovkiseB could induce hei to partake <d the viotuala 
herself; as she said there was poison enough in each 
pot to kill the stionge^t man who should merely make 
of it a slight meal. Seeing all was over with herself, 
)f mote fiUsehood was detected, she oiHifessed that 
the main body had been greatly reduced of late, by 
parties being sent out to Stracy, Barnygide, Cow 
Park, Ginger Hill, and various othei places: also, 
that hearing the "regulars" were coming to attack 
them, instead of the miUtia, many had' hid .themselves 
entirely in the woods; but that a great manyiwere 
secreted in a cave not very far off, which, after 
^me persuasion, she pwntedout. She subsequently 
asserted, that the approach of the regulars had 
broken up the campi but that poisoning the pt^ 
was afterwards planned- The militia party beit^ 
too strong for a quiet advance, a detachment pro- 
ceeded towards the cave, uid with it one of the sailors, 
eariyiag a blunderbuss, insifded on going: his 
|iame was Green, but the men bad affixed to' him 
the naatieal appellative of Jack. On theii road to 
the cave they surprised a few run-away negroes, 
bejpnging to the lately dispersed camp; but from 
the ruggednese of the place, were only able to secure 
two. These were bound together and put in charge 
of Jack, who, at first brought up the rear with hi«i 
prisoners, butqn neaiing the cave, he claimed a right 
to board the pirate first — for thus he termed the 
cave. 

Before this was granted, a shot was fired iroiiL 
the cave, which struck the ground close to the foot 
ftf oae o£ the ofEcers, and was immediately returned. 
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at random, by one of the militia-men. It was natural 
to fiontdude that a fierce resistance would be offered; 
but at this moment the cave's mouth was blocked up 
by aspirants to the first entry, nor could it be decided 
to whom the credit should be awarded. All, how- 
ever, was quiet, and not alivingsoul could be found: 
one dead negro lay extended a short distance from 
the entrance, bat evidently not the victim of the shot 
from outside. This attempt was no doubthazardous, 
and much time elapsed before torches could be 
procured, which were found indispensable, in con- 
sequence of the profound darkness of the cave. 
Although the space within might be termed ex- 
tremely capacious, yet there were parts of it so low 
as to compel almost a creeping posture, while others 
were full nine or ten feet high. By the aid of a 
host of torches, this hidden recess was thoroughly 
investigated; but with no other result than that 
all its lat« inhabitants had made good a clandestine 
retreat, through apertures at the opposite extremity, 
which had been carefully filled up with logs and 
brushwood, as soon as tbe cave was evacuated,iR 
order to prevent the admission of day-light. During 
this search, the fugitives, (as they themselves had 
correctly Miticipated,) were effecting a secure de- 
parture down the side of a rocky declivity, covered 
with heavy timber, and their Sight was completely 
masked by the foliage of the luxuriant underwood; 
. It happened, however, that stHne of the pwty in 
puTsiut were adepts in the chase, and akitfitl in 
hog-hunting, which requires an acute ear, great 
agility, and a quick aim. Two or three of thes» 
men having penetrated beyond their companions, 
discovered a party of the flying rebels, as they were 
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proceeding with more than ordinary celerity through 
the glen beneath, and up the acclivity on the opposite 
side. As they paid no attention to a call front their 
purBuers, it became necessary to fire upon them, by 
which two were wounded and made prisoners, but 
the remainder escaped, it being utterly impracticable 
for any but a negro intimately acquainted with the 
place to penetrate twenty yards in almost as many 
minutes. The two prisoners previously taken and 
given in charge of sailor Jack, on finding him 
determined to be the first man in the cave, had 
managed, during his temporary absence, to loose 
their bonds; and, on his return to resume his charge, 
he found them stealing, unfettered, through the 
brush-wood at some distance from the cave's mouth. 
Thus to lose his charge, «ould have been a disgrace 
he could not permit; but, being unwilling to damage 
them, if they would listen to his commands, he fixed 
himself in the best spot for a parley, and began with 
"Avast there, Blackee, heave-to directly, or I'll 
soon make you back your main-topsail! " No notice 
being taken of his summons, and fully aware that 
a moment now lost, must put it out of his power to 
regain his charge, he took a deliberate aim, just as 
both run-aways were in conjunction striving to pass 
between the trunks of two large trees, and dropped 
them to the ground. On reaching the fugitives, he 
found one wounded in the back, and the other in the 
neck, but the latter waa more frightened than hurt. 
By this time, the rest of the detachment came up, 
and all returned to head-quarters, excepting the 
party belonging to Stracy, who again took up their 
former position. 
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' On the following day, ihe officers and men in 
this station were higUy amused wiUi a spectacle 
n-hich they could not have even anticipated being 
witnesses to, and which was neither more nor lesa, 
than a review of the rebel troops by their second in 
command, (Colonel Gardiner) on the beautiful pas- 
tures of a property called Cow-Park, which, boat 
the heights of Stracy, are plainly perceptible. It 
must here be noticed, that, from the prisoners taken . 
the previous day, it had been elicited, that when 
assembled at Greenwich Hill, in the greatest force, 
they had received information of an intended attack; 
from the northward by the King's troops, and from 
the southward, by the St. Ehzabeth's and West- 
moreland militia. Being aware that such an: 
arrangement would defeat their usual object, viz. a 
safe retreat, if overpowered, they held a council of 
war, at which it was decided that, during the nighty 
previous to the meditated movement against them/ 
the lirst should be cautiously abandoned for another, 
equally eligible, yet not quite so inaccessible, at 
Cow Park, but that a party of women should be 
left to cook &poisoned breakfast, which they deemed 
would have even a more fatal effect on their assail- 
ants, than any opposition they could make. Calcu-4 
lating, probably, on the occurrence at Ginger Hill. 

To -carry on the deception more successfully, it 
y/as determined that every fortification and barricade 
should remain in " statu quo" so ijiat the trick 
should not be discovered until the latest moment^ 
because this would have the double effect of 
employing time, and fatiguing the military by a 
circuitous, iu^^;ed, and tremendously steep ascent to 
the summit of a lofly hiU, under a broiling sun. The 
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readev i^ fttreody aware, that aU the tdwm^ Sac- 
eeeded, exoeptptnaouing the tioopa. TbelbteB and 
companies of militia, . from the north a^e, intended 
for this service, had been called to diffierenl duties, 
tmd had broken up several campa while these occur- 
rmces. were taking place, as will hereafter be 
namited. The distance, (in'a direct line,) frcKn 
Stracy to Cow Park, cannot be. more than three 
miles, although con siderAly further by the winding 
road, consequently, by the aid of a spy-glass, the 
moTements of the rebels, asaem^Jed m prodigious 
numbers at the latter place, could be distinct^ 
perceived. 

The ruler, chief, and general, Samuel Sharp, 
seemed not to take any active part in the military 
department. This devolved on Ctdonel Gardiner^ 
who was seen riding backwards and forwards on a 
white steed, exercimng, in his own person, the va- 
rious commissions of commander, major of brigade, 
aid-de-camp, and adjutant He wore a red jacket, 
with cocked hat and feather. By the velocity <^ 
his movements, the frequency of his addresses, and 
the animation with which they were delivered, he 
appeared to be encouraging his companions to the 
performance ^ mighty deeds, and impressing them, 
alternately, with the necessity of remaining stedfast 
in the cause in which they had embarked, aiid the 
inuninent danger of desertion. As far as could be 
judged, at so great a distance, there seemed a 
general consent to the purport of his harangues. 
There was subsequmtly a mark set up, at which 
some firing took place; and it appeared as if the 
most 8ucces3li.ll were then appointed captains in 
charge of different squads, stationed in various parta 
of the pasture. 
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- Such^mis their temerity at this period, that they 
even sent parties to the provision grounds in the. 
itnioediate vicinity of Stracy, although a captain's 
detachment was posted there, and actually suoceeded 
in carting off a prodigious quantity before they 
were discovered, wlien only one woman and two 
men could be secured, notwithstanding the most 
indefatigable exertions were used by the party, who 
pursued them while day-light lasted. It seemed 
the woman, whose same was Susan, was a slave 
belonging to Stracy, and had been sent with a 
forcing party as a guide, she being well acquainted 
with the whole of the provision ground, and, of 
course, was well aware of the most eligible spet for 
procuring the best, as well as the secret passes that 
ted to and from the premises. On her apron were 
miuked the following elegant couplet: 

" M; heart is fix'd, I cannot change, 
I love mj choice, too well to raoge." 

E^er as the Stracy party were to make an 
attack, although considerably too weak to eflectu- 
ally rout so large a body as that in possession of 
the Cow Park pastures and adjacent woods, their 
wishes were frustrated, by an advance, in another 
direction, of a strong militia force fron) St. James's 
and Westmoreland, who had the satisfaction of 
not only forcing them to evacuate their second 
apparently secure post, but also succeeded in de- 
stroying a great many, and taking several prisoners^ 
most of whom were tried, executed, and their heads 
stuck upon poles. 

This signal defeat of the rebels was very oppor- 
tun.e; for, a few days previous thereto, a large 
armed party had suddenly surprised, at night, a 
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detachment of tlie St. James's Militia stationed at 
a place coiled "The Barracks," under the command 
of Cdond G-~ — • — ^n, who absolutely deemed it 
prudent to retire for awhile, until a reinforcement 
should arrive ; but the coloners subsequent conduct 
fitdved that he had tinly done a prudent act, in the 
&^ instance, (although it' gave the rebsb a tem- 
porsry cause of exultation,)in order more eSectutdly 
to avail himsfdf of his ability to overthrow a much 
larger force than that which assailed hitn. 

While Teiating the progress of the rebellion in 
this particular district of these parishes, (West- 
moreland and Trelawny,) it may not be amiss to 
'scqu^tthe reader with gbme of the acts committed 
by thislawless banditti, as he will be then convinced 
that such miscref^ts could expect no lenity, as they 
showed none to such as un&H'tunately fell in their 
power. 

Independent of the niiUtia force belonging to the 
former parish, there had been a kind of independent 
company formed at Savannah-le-Mar by the collector 
«f the customs, an enterprising and sjarited young 
-man, who, by virtue of his office, was free from 
militia duty,- but whose anxiety for the public good 

prevented his remaining idle, Mr. E n had 

associated with himself, under sanction of the 
authorities, about twenty-five individuals similarly 
situated, with whom he rendered service wherever 
it was most needed. Sometimes, for the protection 
of the town, or private property; at others, as an 
-escwtof prisoners; and also as a scouring party 
through the woods. By some means, a rumour 
had reached his eats that several white females had 
fallen into the hands of the rebels, and were still 
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ftctu^y Bficreted in the woods. Nothing futth» 
could be leamt, excepting a tolerably correct state- 
Inent of the direction in which they might be 
diacoTcred, if still ali-ve. 

As Mr. E — r-rn humanely conaideied that every 
nanate's deb^ must be an hour to the .wretched 
beings, he coUectnl as many of his party as were 
tlwn disengaged/to the number of about fifteen or 
si&teen, a^ jwooeeded a great diidance through 
the woods in the direction desoiibed. . 

It would be usele» to eousft^rate .th« loanceuTres 
piactised'by this awaU band> in order ia prevent 
thedfifeat^thc object in view, by to exposure of 
themselves, conversingi or in any other, way that 
might acquaint the rebels of th«ir ■. presence and 
crrnDd. Fortunately, however, with eueh celerity, 
accuracy, and cation, was tbjs expedition conducted, 
that they met no interruption oi occurrence until 
they imexpectedly stumbled on a sprinig, called in 
Jamaica, a water-hole. The delight experienced by 
a party of beings patched with thirst, and who had 
since dieir departure from home enjoyed no means 
of quoiching it, was nevertheless considerably heigh- 
tened by seeing a basket near the water-hole, 
Gontaimng three or four large gourds, . which had 
juatbeen filled with water, and. another lying- down, 
which .bad evidently been hastily abandoned by its 
owner while in the act of fiUjng. The thing spoke 
ifx itself, and in an inat^at each individual dashed 
into the wood, in; different directions, to find the 
water carrier. The efiort succeeded, and a negro- 
woman was brought from her hiding-pbtoe, who, 

on being closely questioned by Mr. E— n, 

{qet^nd^ great peaHeni^ acknowledging that she 
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hftd long ago lefl her ownet's service, without leave 
(X cause, but (having beeu out ao long) denied any 
knowledge of the insmreotion. Said ehe had heard 
that all 1^ them,weie to be free as soon as Mr. B — 11, 
the. Baptist parson, returned from Epgkutd, and 
titQUght theie was no harm in taking hct freedom a 
lit^e beS^e the time appointed. 
„ Qnbeing.aakedwhyfiherequiredBomaoh water, 
aod ^ she waa living in the woods entirely by 
herself, ever ready with a lie, she seemed at no loss 
Iw a reaipon, atid immediately answered, that, she 
fn» that day washing all hei clothes, and wished 
to carry plenty of water at once &r the purpose. 

Luc^y &>f the females, as it afterwards ptoved, 
just at this mpment one of the party recpgaised the 
■womwi, and told Mr. Er — -n that she brfoi^ed to 
one of those whose name had been stated aa under 
confinement. Ofi closer examination, her pievari- 

«atiQilB became BO glarii^, as to induce Mr. E u 

Jo bind her hands and keep her as a prisoner, threat- 
ening to have her tried aa a rebel, if she did not 
.immeiUately conduct them to the ^>ot where the 
whitepeo^e were detained. 

, She appaxentfy became intimidated, and pro- 
jDi^ed to dosol They followed her for some time, 
bjutrgpiiti'ked that she carefully avoided every path 
.that appeoJ^d tp have beeo much traversed, and 
invariably took such as seemed to be newly cut and 

At length they pafised ooe somewhat wider thtm 
the rest, but Uie entrance to it had been strongly 
•barricaded with newly-cut logwood biandkes. Not 
a word was said, and there was no notice taken of 
it; but, after proceeding about .ooe hundred yards 
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beyond it severaT of the pftrty insieted that voioes 
bad been beard at a little distance within the wood, 
when they were abreast of the newly blocked up 
path. She affirmed that it was qiute imposEible, 
as she knew every track in the neighbourhood, 
and the logwood had been cat by herself and placed 
there, to prevent stray cattle from destFOying her 
small provisicH) ground, which they had latterly beea 
in the habit of doing. This seemed a plau^Ue 
reast^ and was allowed due weight. 

The party proceeded for a short distance furtiuer; 
but the commander becoming somewhat sceptical, 
in .consequence of the bitfefaced manner in which 
she had Hiaintained her former prevarications, 
-caused a halt, when, on xxmsultation, it was re- 
solved, at any rate, to return and explore the 
mystery. 

On tiiis determination being made, u pistol was 
held to the head of the »x)man, who immediately 
implored mercy, and, falling on her knees, acknow- 
ledged that she belonged to a strong party of well- 
armed rebels, to wkoae retreat (called a " cockpit") 
she had been all alonff conductivg them, knowing 
-that so small a number would be without difficulty 
sacrificed before they could retrace their steps: she 
said they were now within a quarter of a mile of 
the place, and a few minutes more would have 
done what she meditated. 

She confessed that the entrance blocked up with 
newly cut logwood led to the place where the white 
females were secured, and that it was their voices 
which had been overheard by - the party after 
pMsing the place. She further added, that they 
^had already been five days and nights under 
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efaftrge of the negrd sentries, because the reb^ party 
had been so much engaged in burning and plunder- 
ing other phices, and watching the moTemenbS of 
the nulitary, bo as to pick them off along the road 
side, as they passed from one spot to another, but 
that te-monow was the day positively fixed, on 
whi(^ the white females in confinement Were to be 
«am«d off, and become the mves of the black men 
for erer. 

Juddering at this relation of facts, not an instant 
was lost in repairing to the dieadfiil prison. They 
hastened t^oi% the narrow pass, with the wretch in 
front as their guide; the barricade was quickly 
destroyed, and in less than a hundred yards, a di- 
lapidated out-house appeared, which had formerly 
been used as a sheep-penn. The scene whidi 
now broke on their view beggars ail description; 
consequently the reader must deem it bnt slightly 
Bketched, when he leuns that this miserable hovel, 
KSFCdy a protection fi;om rain or sun, had been for 
Dearly a week the lonesome and loathsome bastile 
of fifteen white femdes, who were now seen sitting 
and lying about the place, with scarcely dothiog 
enough to cover them with decency, half-famished, 
and greatly emaciated No pen can describe the 
ibrlom conditiim of these disconsolate women, or 
express their feelings on first beholding the coun- 
tenances of their debverers. So completely had 
they deemed themselves out of the power of release, 
and willi such mental agony had they viewed their 
liiture prospects, if death should not previously put 
An end to their degradation and sufferings, that some 
vere barely conscious of the sudden changa pi tlwir 
state; others of mare mascidine temperanjent, rent 
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the air with acclamations of joy for their pre- 
serration, mingled with screamB of horror produced 
ty the recollecticm of what was to have been their 
fate; while a third portion appeared phrenzied in 
their demonstfations of ^atitude for so signal, so 
unexpected^ and so fortuitous a deliverance. Of 
cmitsBi it is needless to add, that long before the 
party reached the spat, the rebel sentries had made 
their escape, and also their late guide. 

It is now time to state, that the unfortunates con- 
sisted of Mrs. J 8, and some unmarried sist^a, 

Mrs. M s, her sister-in-law, and two niec^, 

and the remainder were cousins and neighbours, 

who had fled to the house of Mr. J s £h- 

shelter, their own premises being attacked and 
fired by the rebels. 

The following is an account, furnished by them* 
selves, when sufficiently collected to supply the 

detail of their sad adventures. Mr. J s, and 

Mr, M s, were two small settlers, and married 

men, residing at no great distance from each other 
in thewoods. The latter, with his wife and niec», 
had been spending the Christmas holidays with the 
former, who was the more substantial man ; but, 
hearing of the breaking out of the rebellion, and being 
fully aware that his own negroes were a very bad 
set, remained for security with Mr. J— ---S, his 
neighbour, knowing the un|»otected state and lonely 
situation of his own residence, would admit of ^eir 
becoming an easy prey to the rebels, who had 
commenced burning in all directions Biound them. 

The females of two other fomilies in the vicinity, 
(the males being out with the militia,) findit^ them- 
selves liable to the most dreadful conseqoeawes, had 
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smight protection with Mr. J s, being aware 

that, at any rate, there would be two males in the 
house. But wofullj, indeed, were their sanguina 
hopes of protection frustrated. All these residenoes 
then, being tlras entirely deserted, were burnt to the 
ground without opposition ; but, from Mr. J ■ g 'l 
house being in the heart of the woods, the inhabit- 
ants there were unconscious at what exact period 
the demolition took place. One night, however, 
^e males were bold enoi^h to visit the places, and, 
strange' to say, were permitted to return in safety, 
afrer satiafyiog fhemadlTea that all was burnt dowii. 

Mr. M s waa a man of rather weakly frame, 

and, feeling fatigued, went bo his chamber and 
threw himsdf on his bed, to obtain a little rest, his 
nieces accomptoyinghim to hear the sad tale of f^r 

mllbemg devoured by the flames. Mrs. J a and 

Mrs. M — — s were employed ia the cook-room, 
(kitchen,) at thebat^ of the house, assisting in the 

preparation of their dtimer; and Mr, J s had 

taken a chur, on which he seated himself outside 
of the front door. About one hundred feet from this 
position, was a small bw wall, which divided the 
pvemises from the deep wood, and from this wall 

Mr. J e,inaveryshortperiodafter being seated, 

received a mortal gun-shot wound. On hearii^ the 
repiu-t, the wives hurried out, and found the house 
in a moment surrounded by negroes, some of whom 
Were employed in finishing their victim, while others 
w«e demandtag entrance to Mr. M— — s. His 
nieces, on the fost alanu, had locked the bed-room 
door, but his renutik was — " Open it, they want me, 
itraU over, <mA I'm a dead man." At that mo- 
ment he was shot. through the jalousie, or window, 
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and spoke no more. Flames were then applied to 
every part of the house and out-offices, when the 
barbarians chopped the already mangled corpses^ 
and committed them to the devouring element, with 
execrations, in presence of all the females. Mrs. 

M B had her thigh broken, or di^ocated, in 

consequence of the exeTtions she made to save the 
lemains of her husband from further insult. 

While all this was proceeding, the females vere 
hurried away to their future place of confinement, at 
a Httle distance from the house, and j^aced under 
charge of three armed negroes. The party then 
cairied off as much liquor and provisions as they 
conld, leaving only a small portion for the Use of 
the sentries and prisoners, also a woman to furnish 
them with water and scanty meals. The buildings 
continued burning until nothing remained. The 
sentries were changed every day, Which proved the 
camp was not fat off; and it will be supposed, (he 
conduct of these brutes was in unison with the 
designs they and their associates in crime had 
formed. Prior to quitting these premises, the ring- 
leaders apprised the femflles that they were daily 
in expectation of a grand battle with the whites, 
after which they would come and take them away 
AS their wives. 

Day after day had they existed in this miser' 
able suspence ; but the previous one had brought 
them the appalling information, that the rebel threat 
would be carried into execution on the following 

morning, when Mr. E s's provideDlial rescue 

prevented its accomplishment. The poor lame 
woman was carried by the party, and the rest joy- 
ftilly walked until they reached the spot where the 
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horses h&d been lefl, and tt was yet fifteen or six- 
teen miles further, ere they could reach Savannah* 
le-Mar. Every care and attention were shown to 
the unfortunate sufferers, and the party received the 
credit and congratulations they so richly merited. 
Theie| occurrences were related rather differently, 
in some trifling respects, at first; but this seems the 
most authentic narrative, and is as subsequently 
reported by themselves. 

We now return to the rebel camp, which had 
been so completely dispersed at Cow Park. After 
an event so discouraging to their future plans, it is 
natural to conclude, that some time would elapse 
before the rebels could again concentrate ; we must, 
however, bear in mind, that as night is always the 
time preferred by the n^ro for his depredations, 
conspiracies, or evil doings, so it is the precise 
period that the European cannot act with advantage, 
because the night dews are so dangerous and pre- 
judicial to the health of the latter, while the former 
seems, by nature, rendered entirely proof against 
them. Nor can the white man withstand the furious 
attacks of the veneraous wood musquitoes, that 
assail him in countless numbers the moment he seats 
himself to rest his weary limbs, while the impene- 
trability of the negro cutaneous covering defies their 
incessant advances. With whatever degree of 
contempt we may be inclined to treat the mode of 
warfare pursued by this demi-savage race of beings, 
we must allow, that it was most provoking, ha- 
rassing, and at times successful. We must also 
admit that their schemes had been well organized, 
almost invariably providing against the conse- 
quences of a failure in any particular attempt, by a 



D,g,r,:^i t, Google 



certain and well planned mode of secure retreat. 
During these operations, and availing tbeiQselves of 
the absence of the troops iiom St. Elizabeth's, the 
contagion began rapidly to spread, and very many 
properties decidedly etriick work. Here then is a 
convincing proof of one of the numerous inomsis-, 
tences to be found in the militia law. On the 
services of that force being required, as it embraces 
every white, and every free man of color, between 
the ages of sixteen and sixty, all properties are 
Qecessarily at once deprived of tho^e individuals 
who are the only check on the negro ; consequently, 
every thing is \e& at his mercy, for can it be sup- 
posed or believed, even should the head negro 
(denominated " driver") be inclined to cany on the 
work of the'plantatim or estate, that his fellows 
would be of the same mind, when there is no abso- 
lute authority (according to their ideas) vested in 
him, excepting at such time as it is backed by the 
white man's presence. Indeed, at Chester Castle^ 
and some other places, where this attempt to re^st 
them was made, the head negro was invariaUy 
either without .ceremony destroyed, or severely 
punished, until he consented to resign his controul, 
and offer no opposition. 

Two instances, however, may be recorded to the 
contrary, although, perhaps, the reason palliativie 
may give a somewhat different colouring to the 
cases themselves. At Appleton estate, in St, 
Elizabeth's, the head driver was an old and faithful 
negro, but extremely powerful in. mind, as wcJl as 
in body. His disposition was thoroughly known to 
his companions, as determined and fetocioua The 
overseer, a young gentleman of extremely delicate 
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frarae', good feeling, atid mild management,' bvit 
labouring under an internal disease that shoitly 
afterwwds proved fatal, remained on the estate, 
from his p^ect inability to perform militia duty. 
He called the driver, reasoned with him, and 
pointedly stated, that, as be should trust implitntly 
to bis (the driver's) authority for the estate's work 
being carried on, now washis time to prove whether 
or not he merited the character for fidelity to his old 
master's interest that was imparted to him. The 
negro's emphatic reply 'was, " Massa, dem shall 
work." He was a wealthy negro, having from bis 
good conduct been always kept in some moneys 
making situation, and had besides received various 
indulgences. He possessed fire-arms, as well as 
cattle and funds. The Appleton people knew this, 
and knew that he would use both to cury his point 
if necessary. He had also numberless poor but 
well behaved relatives amoi^ them, who acted as 
spies, and prevented the possibihty of a ccmspiracy 
being foimed against himself. He did carry on the 
work, withonly a few desertions, and inconsequence 
received a reward from the House of Assembly for 
his exemplary conduct, and a silver cup sent out 
from England, by his masters there resident. 

The other case is that of a small property in 
Westmoreland, called Hopewell, belopging to Mr. 
Samuel S o - The head driver, for some time, 
marched round the house himself at night, well 
armed, and slept during the day, watched and 
guarded by his wife, but it was eventually fired, 
and totally consumed. In the parish of St Eliza- 
beth, as yet but few fires had taken place, in con'^ 
sequence of the prudent and judicious distribution 
L 5 
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made by the majoi-general, of the forces under hie 
comniantl, and by reason of the open face of the 
country, there being so much level land occupied in 
extensive Guinea grass and common pastures, 
cane-fields, and savannah ; still, the spirit of insub- 
ordination exhibited itself in various instances, and 
few indeed were the proprieties who could boast that 
their people were all quietly at their work. Indeed, 
many of the negroes themselves did not hesitate to 
confess that they were only waiting to see how the 
disturbed districts were likely to succeed; for, in the 
event of a favourable result, all were of one mind, 
and alt would cease work as it came to their turns. 
In short, matters had arrived at such a pitch, that no 
white person ever thought of proceeding fram one 
place to another, without being well armed with 
both sword and pistol- 
On the borders of St. Elizabeth, but just within 
the line of Manchester parish, is a penn property, 
called " New Forest," on which are about one 
hundred and fifty slaves. The proprietor being a 
major in the militia, was, of course, called to his 
duty the m<Hnent it was ascertained that an insur- 
rection had broken out. This residence being abeut 
seventy miles from the place where the commence- 
ment of the burning was perceived, it will not be 
wondered at, that his wife, a lady of firm mind, 
experienced no particular fears or anxiety at being 
left at home as usual. On the next morning to that 
on which the peoph should have returned tewoffc 
after the holidays, she was not more surprised than 
cmfounded at the following occurrence. While 
sitting on the sofa, with her needle-work before her 
on the table, as was her usual custom after break&st. 
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tiie head driver most unceremoDiously Walked ijito 
the room with a red jacket on, and a hat and 
feather on his head. As, howevei, it was the first 
day after that in which the Christmas holidays 
ought to have ceased, she taiicied that another day 
had been granted to the people, and that the indi- 
vidual before her was merely come to show how 
well he looked in his merry making garb ; she there- 
fore accosted him thus, but probably with some 
trifling difference of words : — " "Well, driver ! I see 
you're a soldier to day!" " Oh! yes ma'am, (at an- 
other time it would luive been ' Missus,') we be all 
soldier now." " Then you don't turn out (that 
means, go to work) till to morrow, I suppose." " Oh 
yes, ma'am, we all turn out on every property all 
over de island." " I dtm't understand you, driver*" 
" No, ma'am, me tell yoa de plaio trute." On tiiis, 
he coojy seated himselffHithe'Sofa with Ins mistress, 
which act, of course, terribly alarmed her ; but her 
natural strength of mind upheld her for the time, 
and she evinced n» signs of fear. "Ma'am," faecon- 
tinued, "you no my missus now,, we all free. Star 
come to de CMner of de moon, just as Baptist parson 
tdl we; Christmas cnne, same bim say'; buckra 
order we te work; same him tell we; we no for 
work, else w© never get free; we 'bHge to bum 
ebery ting, and take free. All we burning' and 
. ebery ting going on well, ma'am. Dem will' soon be 
bere, den we. for bum dis house and all de works 
' besid^ on all de jvoperties. Me tink say, ma'am, 
you neber faearey what going mi in St. James." 
" Why, driver, you astonish me, but it cannot be 
' true ; however, I shall soon know,, for I expect your 
master every moment." " True, ma'am, all true," 
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'Bail] the driver, " ebery Estate in St. Jamea' barnt 
down ; and nigger fight buckra two, three time, 
soine kill, great maqy shoot, ma'am. We tnire to 
gain de day, but I come to see you again bye and 
bye." Daring this last speech, he had gotup and 
gradually moved to the door, but, when conduding 
the sentence, he gave a significant look and shake 
of the head, which, when combined with the ftunili- 
taity of his demeanour throughout, gave the lady 
good reason to prognosticate evil. Her situation 
may easily be imagined. The only alternative was, 
a note to her husband ; but innumerable difficulties 
arose as to the mode of conveyance, lest it should 
be intercepted. At length she fixed on one that 
fortunately succeeded, and her mind was soon 
relieved by a removal to a safe retreat. This, and 
such like facts, will convince the reader what were 
the ideas and intentiMis of the negroes, should they 
have succeeded in their diabohcal career. 

It was now ascertained that the rebels bad made 
good their quarters at several places in the vicinity 
of their late defeat, and parties were sent out .against 
those at Bameyside, MackfieM, Prospect, Barracks^ 
and various other properties. Prisoners continued 
to be forwarded to Savannah-k-Mar, Montego Bay, 
Black River Lacovia, Y. S., and other places, for 
trial, and courts martial sat almost daily. Such as 
were absolutely taken under arms, with the rebels, 
required little evidence to convict them ; but it was 
astomshing to mark the ingenuity with which many 
of them set up a defence ; and it was dreadful to 
witness the hardihood with which others wouM 
maintain the justice of their cause. One stout able 
fellow in particular, tried at Black River, charged 
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:wtth burniiig down a aet of varka, and killii^ a 
white man, by firing at him OT«r a fence, pleaded 
Not guilty. The case proceeded, and every fact 
waa indisputably proved by sufBdent and compe- 
tent evidence. The prisoner had akotbebe&efit of 

the talents ot Mr. B a, the protectra of ^ree> 

who, although perfectly confident o£.the man'« guilt, 
-used all his profess^inal sluU (as in duty alone 
bound) to avert his fate. Not satisfied with these, 
he claimed to behimself heard, and the prayer was 
at once granted by the court. 

There appeared in his countenance «td dCnieaiumr 
neither fear nor anxiety, but a perfect coi^encein 
a favouraUe result, from the mooient he coittmaiced 
his oration tilt its conclusoii, which was nearly to 
the following eGEect. " 'Cause massa (meaning the 
presiding judge) luid toder buckra genttemen, (the 
court and jury,)sogo(xl to makeme'p^ikfijr myself,, 
me will tellde whole plain trute, case aUdemitoder 
nigger tell lie 'pon me, for make dem own case good^ 
Oh! masaa, dat boy Bill, him one big lie, me kiunv 
bim from small pick'ninny, him always vile boy, you 
BO for beUeve him, maasa. Him teal, lum lie, him. 
teif com, him neber tend to him worit, but all time 
run-away, and 'tay in de bosh tiefing, for we cpcoa 
and nyam. Him catch we fowl, den go sell don to. 
buckra, liHig distance off. Hie ! ! ! Gentlemoi, him 
too vOe, him too much bad few true. WfeU, massa, 

me hearee say, dat parscm B^ — r-U, parson, K bb, 

and parson W me, end ^enty t^ dem at Biqitist 

Ctu^, at Moatego Bay, tell de niggers dem, dat 
'Wilbeiforce and de King of Sogl&nd give we free 
lang time, and masBa>gubna (the govenusr) have de 
free paper, but for we, bucktat nawiU make hin^ 
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giTe de'papei to we, case demwont we alway for dem 
slave foi eba and eba. Saturday, for we ni^er, d^ 
before Christmas, me tell Cseear, say — Cssar, yoa 
no Baptist ( Him say, Yes, me Baptist for true. Me 
sayj den, you nohearee, for you parson say we nigger 
for free aftah Christmas! Him eay, Yes, and deni 
tell we dat if buckra ax we for work we no for 
work, else we tay slave all we life afta^! dem tett 
we, no harm to bum house, if buckra force we i» 
wwk. Dem say, we no for shed blood, but dem say, 
if buckra tied inside house, and house bum, nigg^ 
no shed blood, lire bum him, butnigger know noting 
'bout it, fire do what him like, Cssar, you been to 
chapel last week; 'Yes, roe go and hearee all,-' 
What you hearee i ' Hie ! you fool, for true ! ' 
him say 'you no sabay, soon Christmas come, 
daddy ruler Sharp cary ebery body info bush, 
and make fire burn sugar work and ebery ting, 
den dere Gardiner, Dove, and plenty more carry 
on, til] all de property in de island bum, den we 
kill all de buckra-men, and take lady for we wife.'" 
With considerate patience the court heard : the 
prisoner thus far, and then directed him to confine 
his narrative to what he considered might avert his 
&te, but that be was not to take up the time of the 
court by stating conversations irrelevant to the case. 
He seemed as if recollecting himselt, and then 
proceeded. — ■ 

" Yes, massa, dat what me for do, tank massa, sar, 
just as me telling buckra, dat what Cnsar tell me, 
so me keep Christmas quite merry; and do tink no 
harm. — Bym-bye me hearee say, dem burning aS 
about Montego Bay, and Susan tell me buaha, 
(overseer) and book-keeper lefi de prqierti-, and 
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gcme to keep guard, bym-bye 'bout first cock-crow> 
me sleeping in me ni^;ar house, dem wake me and 
tell me say, me must come 'long and bum massa 
property; me say No; dem say Yes, you for go wid 
We, or we for ded (kill) you. Captain M'Cail give 
you oiders, ^id you for come now; dem great many 
wid gun, some hab sword and muschett, so dem 
fiwce me hard out, and gib me one fire-stick, and 
command me for fire busha house. Well, massa, 
me no could help myself; dem people 'tranger to me, 
Massa, but when busha house take fire, me see 
plenty property-people firing de works. So, massa, 
dem tell lie 'pon me, you see me neba bum de 
works 1" [Here the prisoner evinced great satis- 
&ctioi> from the idea that he had entirely done away 
with that charge in the indictment, as some of the 
jurors found difficulty in suppressing their laughter at 
the ingenuity thus exhibited.] " Bym-bye dem cou- 
rage me up, Massa, and gib me rum, and tell me say, 
me for be captain, 'cause me capital shot. Me no know 
dem name, gentlemen, but just after de day-light 
come good, one dem call Q,uashie,hand me for him gun 
and tell me say, Now, captain, you see book-keeper 
do come, you for shoot him, else him ride back and 
tell soldier to come and take we. Me say. No, me no 
can do for book-keeper, him nebah trouble me, and 
him gib me fippence last week ! Hie, him say, you 
frighten now, dam you, you no see dis pistol. 
Colonel Gardiner give me order for shoot you ded, if 
you no do for book-keeper, and him make you 
captain so soon you get buckra out of de way." 
Massa, me frighten him shoot me, him curse me so; 
den, massa, de liquor take me head, and me tand 
dose to wall ; but, massa, dey tell lie again 'pon me, 
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. dere no fence day. And, maasa, Mr. Smit no white 
man, Itim fader white man, but him moder quadroa. 
So, massa, gentlemen buckra, you see it all lie, all 
heap o'lies dero tell; so pleaee make me g9 back, 
and I'll tend to my massa w<»k." 

The prieonet, on concluding this artful appeal, 
evinced great gratification, until informed Ukat, had 
not the indictment been bo fully and clearly proved 
against him by a host of witneBses, his elaborate 
defence could not in any way avail him, as he was 
chained with the crime of arson in its general 
acceptation, which included all burning, also with 
joining the rebels; and that, although every fence 
was not a wall, yet eveiy w^ must certainly be 
deemed a fence : and itather, that the law of the land 
recognized as white persons all bom of such as the 
book-keeper's parents. On sentence of death being 
passed upon him, he totally lost his presence of mind, 
and was removed in that state. 

The command of the Black River district 

devolved on Colonel J. M- r, a gentleman of the 

first respectability, and greatly esteemed by th» 
community. Having for many yeaxs commanded 
the St. Elizabeth's regiment, and being the senior 
magistrate, next to the custos, he was well qualified 
for the arduous undertaking, and performed the 
duties both of his civil and military commissions, 
to the entire satisfaction c^ the major-general and 
all under his orders. Colonel M.'s arrangements 
were highly approved of, and materially tended to- 
afford protection and suppress rebellion. 

It has been said, that about this time,, priscmers. 
were constantly arriving, from the difi'erent out^x^sts, 
for the purpose of being tried for their offences; 
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tni, indeed, after the late defeats, they became «> 
nuraerous, as to render it indiepeneable that trials 
should be delayed no longer than was absolutely 
necessary for the purposes of justice. 

To deny that one and all of the deluded wretches 
attributed theii atrocious acts to the doctrine, on 
the subject of freedom, promulgated by the Baptist 
missionaries, would be wilfully to shut up our eyes 
and ears to positive facts, and would also be a 
complete contradiction to the evidences available to 
any person doubting this assertion, as proofs are 
now on record in the island ; but it will hereafter 
be decided, whether or not certain expressions 
made use of by the preachers, were not sometimes 
too readily taken to imply m.ore than waa originaUtf 
intended. Be this as it may, certidn it is, that ' 
true bills were found against some; uid others 
were compelled to make a precipitate retreat from 
the island. 

It would seem, however, that, from the extra- 
ordinary feeUng of excitement and indignation that 
universaUy prevailed to their prejudice, the autho- 
rities adopted the most lenient courses; and, io 
many cases, avoided proceedings that must in- 
evitably have brought in untoward consequences, 
merely from a conviction, that while such inveteracy 
prevailed, (whether justly or otherwise,) there was 
no absolute necessity to press for convictions. 

Till now, the whoie_ body of mild, pious, and 
unoffending Moravians, had proceeded unmolested 
in their modest and useful career; but, at last, there 
was found an individual, a white man of the bwest 
«der of society, who, with the most tmblushing effron- 
tery, accused one of the Moravian missicuiaries. 
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a Germaji, named P ^ — r, with having openly 

taught the negroes to believe themselves free; 
and that none but their masters prevented their 
being so. 

On hearing the allied charge, he naturally 
repulsed it with indignation; but as his accuser, a 
man named S— ps — n, not only persisted in its truth 
himself, but had procured some negro evidence in 

corroboration, it became necessary for Mr. P r 

to stand a trial. The measures adopted against 
him were not the most courteous; nor was the 
treatment he experienced such as he had a right to 
expect, considering he had not yet been found 
guilty, or even put upon his trial. To all who were 
acquainted with the general conduct of the Mora- 
vians, and particularly to those who personally 

knew Mr. P ^r, this arrest created the utmo^ 

astonishment; but when the name of his accuser 
was divulged, it appeared to admit of a doubt, 
whether or not an accusation from such a quarter 
ought in justice to be noticed. At the trial, how- 
ever, nothii^ was proved against Mr. P r; and 

not long afterwards his vile accuser was himself 
taken prisoner, having joined the rebel negroes, and 
suffered the sentence of the law. 

The rebels having made a stand in tolerable 
force, at a place called Barneyside, were now at- 
tacked by a party of militia, and, after a great 
d«d of damage on both sides, were compelled to 
evacuate, and fly to the woods. 

From the nature of the country, the pareuit was 
rendered extremely perilous, as the district around 
the property, at least on two sides of the residence, 
consists of a series of rocky hills, formed ef what 
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is called the Ilonej/-comb-rock, which ia a very 
appropriate appellation, as it much lesembles the 
honey-comb in its imiumerable cavities; but they 
are extremely deep, and the divisions are fearfully 
pointed, so as to preclude the possibility of a pas- 
sage across. The only mode of traversing such 
districts, is by carefully insinuating the body be- 
tween occasional clefts in the rock, and when 
compelled to pass over a portion of the honey-comb 
rock, the tough skin of the negro foot is much more 
applicable to the duty than the flat and slippery 
sole of the white man's boot or shoe. Another 
skirmish also took place at Mackfield, and ajwther 
at the Barracks, from which latter place the rebels 
were driven into the fastnesses of the mountainous 
country about the estates called Senen Rivers, 
Hazlelymph, Cambridge, and Duckett's Spring. 

The house at " Prospect," formerly the property 
of Colonel Angus M'Cail, having sometime since 
been demolished, no idea was ever entertained that 
this place would be converted into a rebel post, and 
particularly as it stood so close to Stracy, now 
occupied by the militia; notwithstanding this, the 
site was so eligible for concealment of themselves, 
for observation of their enemies, and for a precipitate 
retreat, if necessary, that it absolutely was by them 
garrisoned for a short time. 

From this place emanated all the burning parties 
that now infested the line to the New Savannah 
Mountains : Welchpool, Woodstock, Daihslon, 
Clantarf,HopeweU,Richmond Hill, and many others, 
had fallen a sacrifice in the short space of two nights. 
But, as the Westmoreland militia, from Haddo, had 
given a severe lesson to those at Mackfield, so did the 
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St. Elizabeth's coinpaniee, that weie stationed in the 
■ neighbourhood, give a good account of the Prosped 
banditti. In this encounter, their chief, Captain 
M'Cail, after a severe resistance, fled for safety, 
leaving behind him on the wall which divides 
Prospect from the road, the identical sword formerly 
worn by his deceased master, and was closely 
pureed and secured. In the camp was found plenty 
of rum, pork, salt-beef, butter, and ground provi- 
sions, besides a few email barrels of blank, and 
«ome of ball, cartridge ; the latter had been evidently 
manufactuired by themselves. The retreat had also 
been so hasty, that among other arms, two or three 
old pieces without locks were left behind, which the 
rebels had been observed to fire by putting lighted 
sticks to the touch-holes. 

Under the firm conviction, tfiat, unless these 
depredations were speedily suppressed, all chance 
of bringing the rebelhous negroes to a proper sense 
of their duty would be for ever lost ; and all classes 
being fully aware that, although for a while stifled, 
the same spirit was ready to burst forth on every 
property in the island, each free inhabitant endured 
his share of toil, latigue, heat, hunger, and thirst, 
with the utmost willingness ; and it was really sur- 
prising to see individuals, who had, perhaps, never 
before lain out of a bed, and who certainly enjoyed 
every comfort at home, making bo light of a little 
plantain trash, (dry leaves of the plantain tree) on 
the ground, ot bard barbicue, for a bed, with proba' 
bly no other covering from the noxious night dews, 
than some branches of underwood piled against 
each other. Also making- a hearty meal on musty 
coarse ship-biscuit, some Jamaica corned beef, and 
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a scMity su]^ly of nim-grc^. Occasionally, hov- 
evet, the foragers thoogbt it no harm to bring in a 
stray aheep or calf, in imitation of theii rebellious 
adversariee. Many who had been previously living 
under loss of appetite, debiUty, and a variety of 
oUier disorders, found tbem vanish during the cam- 
paign of temporary hardships. 

Such ia the extraordinary material of which man 
is composed, and such the wbimsicaJ and capridoas 
power of the imagination. Indeed, there is no 
instance recorded, where ill hefUth followed this 
^ort sylvan domicile ; for the mind was actively 
employed, as well as the body. No excesses were 
per-mitted; and, although alarge portion of the militia 
is composed of a motley group, such was the steady 
and correct conduct of the officers, that an act (^ 
insubordination but rarely occurred . These gentle- 
men felt satisfied that a great responsibihty had 
^evcdved on them ; and that, although for the present, 
their wives and families were lodged in safety, 
either in the towns, or on board the vessels in the 
different harbours, yet there was one object in the 
0^0 insurrection, which would render the Lives of 
the females, should the males be extirpated, more 
abhorrent than the worst of deaths. Under this 
impression, no one shunned his duty, none sought 
to lighten his shwe of the general undertaking, but 
each performed with alacrity whatever happened 
to be allotted him. 

And here it is not too much to add, that the 
major-general not only made the best arrangements 
possible, but evinced the utmost activity in his 
movements from <Kie district to another. He not 
only gave orders, but very often saw them earned 
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into execution, Foituaately, too, his profesaionar 
skill, in the medical department, proved sometimes 
opportune, although gentlemen of the hincet were in 
sufficient numbers, as is of necessity invariably the 
case in tropical climates. 

Until arriving at this part of the narrative, it has 
not been possible either to return to Montego Bay, 
for a detail of incidents there, and in its vicinity, at 
to travel into more distant parishes, where the Send 
of insurrection had un Billed his banner, EUid occasiom- 
ally displayed the Sery brand, because such a 
digression would inevitably have bewildered the 
negligent reader, and to the attentive one, might 
have savoured too much of the novel fashion, in 
modern publications, where the imagination is often 
kept alive by numerous incidents rapidly passing 
in succession, with but little, or no connection, ag 
balls of different colours flying round in a ciicle, 
form avariety, although we perceive the same hue 
over and over again. 

Id an early part of this account, it was stated 
that the Blanche frigate. Commodore F — - r, had 

reached Montego Bay with Sir W y C ^n, 

the commander of the military forces in Jamaica, 
and several companies of the line, who lost no time 
in muching into the heart of the disturbed districts. 
From the rapid and decisive movements of this 
body, aided by the St. James's militia, the rebels 
were soon, beyond a doubt, convinced that their 
information had been incorrect, and that the king's 
.trocqis would act energetically against them. 

The maroons, too, had become a truly effideot 
force, and behaved in the most meritorious maona. 
Being excellent shots, and accustomed to the woods, 
they proved particularly serviceable in following the 
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fugitives after a post had been carried. In general, a 
few maroons were attached to each division of troops, 
and were found extremely useful as guides, aa well 
as chasers and marksmen. The commodore per- 
mitted his men to do duty in the town of Montego 
Bay at night, which circumstance, added to t^e 
exertions of the body denominated " The Town 
Guard," tended greatly to the preservation of pro- 
perty ; it being notorious that, without the utmost 
vigilance, burning the town was an event nightly to 
be looked for. 

It is a circumstance worthy of being related> that 
no other building being sufficiently capacious to 
contain the naval and military temporary defenders 
of Montego Bay, they were lodged in the Baptist 
chapel, where, of course, no duty could be performed 
hy the sect, who had (judging by the information 
elicited from the rebels) been the primary cause of 
the insurrection. As some cases of intoxication 
had occurred, and it was quite unaccountable from 
whence the liquor had been procured, orders were 
given to search the chapel, when, on inspecting a 
vault beneath, a great quantity of different kinds 
of wines and Uquors was found, which proved to be 

the property of Mr, B U, the absent preacher. 

The stock, had already been tolerably reduced by 
dandestine potations; but such was the inveteracy 
borne by all classes and denominations against the 
promoters of tMs unnatural rebellion, that, as soon 
'as the fact was promulgated, there seemed to be no 
power sufficiently strong to prevent the waste of 
whatever surplus remained beyond enjoyment. The 
reader will bear in mind, that all these events had 
taken place between Christmas and the latter rad, 
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of January, as alBo those about to be narrated, 
although the ecene of action is somewhat different 

The defeat and scatterings of the various masses 
of rebels at Greenwich Hill, Stracy, Ginger Hill^ 
Bameyside, Prospect, and other places, had not been 
more effectually performed by the individuals 
employed, than had those been at Bel&st, Lapland, 
Montpelier, Barracks, Anchovy Bottom, Richmond 
Hill, and various other strong holds, by the line and 
diilitia, on the north side. Indeed, so completely were 
these wretches hunted and harassed in their turn, 
that, by degrees, some few appeared returning to their 
negro-housea, and were idling about the grounds, 
without, however, any disposition to work. S<Hne 
of the officers, who were also extensive proprietors, 
and had been Mmost ruined by the insurrection, 
could not tolerate such bravado, particularly as, 
in many instances, the returning penitent had before 
received a pardon for bis infamous conduct, and had 
again shamefully decamped to his vile associates. 
Irritated beyond endurance, and seeing it wte the 
tally way to bring the negroes to their senses, they 
burnt down all the negro houses, on every property 
they visited, thus paying in kind those remorseleffl 
beings who had deprived them and their families of 
house, home, and at least one year's crop. In these 
burnings, immense quantises of furniture, s^t 
provisions, liquors, wearing apparel, and other goods, 
were constantly found, evidently proving that 
plunder, as well as freedom, and the extirpation of 
the whites, was the object of the rebellion. 

Sir W y C ^n fixed his head-quarters at 

Montego Bay, but occasionally penetrated into the 
disturbed country, and fared as the rest While on 
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one of these excursions, it was represented to faim, 
by a young gentleman well fitted for the meditated 

employment, named A. H, B 1, that incalculalile 

benefit might arise from the appointment of a 
mounted corps, or even troop, of bold and fearless 
men, whose duty it would be to carry expresses 
through thick and thin, to undertake the most perilous 
enterprises, to explore themost hidden and dangerous 
recesses, and, in short, to perform any thing that 
dauntless courage and extreme emergency required. 
They were, at their own expence, to equip themselves 
in every point, but to receive the usual pay. 

On making the application, Mr. B 1 informed 

the major-general, that he then possessed a list of 
some individuals ready and willing to undertake a 
particular service, should such an arrangement meet 

the approbation of Sir W y C n, as 

commander of the military forces. On inquiry, 
the major-general found that the Cornwall regiment 
of horse was barely sufficient for the performance 
of its necessary and ordinary duties, through so vast 
an extent of country as that comprised in the county 
of Cornwall. He consequently lent a favourable ear 
to the application, and sanctioned the raising of one 
troop, under the name of the "Cornwall Rangers,'' 

as applicable to their peculiar service. Mr. B 1 

received the commission of captain, with the rank of 

lieutenant-colonel; Mr.W ck.thatof lieutenant; 

Mr. F 1, that of comet : a medical officer was 

also appmnted, and a few rank and file were 
immediately raised. 

These men were in the constant habit of riding 
feaiiessly (being well armed and mounted) through 
the very heart of the rebel districts, and never 
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hesitated to make use of the best horse that fell 
in their way. Very shortly after the troop was 
raised, one of their officers informed the writer that 
be had already ridden three hundred and eighty 
miles, and tired nine horses. The fatigue to himself, 
we may presume, must have been almost insupport- 
able in so oppressive a climate. As, in the imme- 
diate vicinity of Montego Bay, there were a vast 
number of sugar estates, all of which had now been 
completely burnt to the ground, it will readily be 
believed that the neighbourhood was dreadfully 
infested with the run-away negroes, who had pro- 
ceeded no further than into the adjacent woods and 
thickets, and remained during the day secluded 
tunoag rocks almost inaccessible, waiting only for the 
cover of night, again to commence their predatory 
excursions. Whole bodies of them made a common 
]»acUce of issuing after night-fall from their haunts, 
when, in consequence of their numbers and the 
unprotected state of the suburbs, they invariably 
succeeded in obtaining alarge booty. These wretches 
displayed the utmost indiflerence as to the colour 
or condition of their victims ; for they said that all 
whites were their declared enemies ; consequently 
all blacks or browns must be the same, if they took 
part with the whites, and this they must be consi- 
dered as doing, if they did not join the rebels. Their 
preachers having often read to them this passage, 
" He that Jighteth not with (or for) me, is against 
me." Various methods were adopted to frustrate 
their designs, but with no effect; until, at length, 
the musaoce became intolerable, and it was found 
that by stratagem alone it could be subdued. 
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A party wis fbrmed, composed of men belong- 
ing to the shipping then in the harbour, who, a3 
soon as evening closed, drew two or three guns as 
silently and privately as possible, to about midway 
up a billy road, one of the principal entrances to the 
town': they tfien halted, and one half of the party 
proceeded towards a woody enclosure, about a mile 
"further on, where the rebels were known to be col- 
lected in great numbers. No sooner had they reached 
the spot, than, having convinced themselves that 
they were perceived, the party raised a shout of 
" run ! run ! the rebels are coming," and took to 
their heels, apparently in the greatest consternation. 
So grand an event, as that buckra should fly before 
blackee, afforded fresh courage to the latter, and, 
as such an opportunity was not to be lost, the most 
daring of them instantly gave chace. The fugitive 
party could perceive, &om the bustling noise behind, 
and the variety of yells which accompanied it, that 
the scheme was succeeding to the fullest extent; they 
consequently made their retreat in a compact body, 
until close upon the guns, when, as preconcerted, 
they filed off to the right and left, leaving the road 
perfectly clear to the cannons' mouths. One fire 
frttm each gun, wa3, of course, all, that could be 
expected; but, being loaded with grape and every 
kind of scattefing missile, the devastation was im- 
mense. Thus many were destroyed, and a great 
many made prisoners, either from being wounded, 
or so astounded as to lose the power of flight. The 
detachment then f<)llowed up theii manoeuvre by 
pressing into the Urge encampment, from whence 
this sortie had been made, and returned with several 
prisoners. 
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Although iDBtiy tiials were pioceediiig daily, the 
increase of prisoners was so considerable, that it 
was found necessary to ciirry the sentences into 
effect aa speedily as possible after condetnoatioii, as 
the gaols and other places of confinement were be- 
cominf extremely unhealthy irom their crowded 
state. In many instances, therefore, criminals were 
condemned during the morning, and executed be- 
tween two and four o'clock. But even this summary 
mode of justice acted not as an intimidation to these 
revengeful barbarians; for, although from their spies 
(of which it was well known there was a sufficient 
quantity always in MoDtego Bay) they must have 
been satisfied that any act of wanton cruelty prac- 
tised on the defenceless white inhabitants, would 
be punished with corresponding severity ; yet the 
most atrocious deeds of baibaitty were constantly 
coming to light. 

The following is an almost unparalleled instance 
of brutal ^inhumanity; but a portion only can meet 
the public eye, as delicacy forbids a detail of the 
whole case. In a retired part of the country, a 

white inhabitant, named P e, had for some time 

possessed a comfortable settlement, by the cultiva- 
tion of which, and his own frugality, he had not 
only managed to become somewhat independant, 
but, occasionally, bad the satisfaction of administer- 
ing to the wants of others. He was known as a 
peaceable man, and a kind master. His wife was 
industrious, and used every means in her power to 
accomplish the end which every planter professes 
to have in view, viz. " to make or mend his fortune." 

It is true, this contented couple were not igoo- 
rant that the negroes had, on some estates, bndten 
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out into open rebellion, and, reckless of the conse- 
queocea, had destroyed their masters' property; but, 
unconscious of having injured or oppressed a human 
being, they entertained no fear of nK^estatioQ in 
their humble retirement. 

Nevertheless, one momiag, on a sudden, Mr. 
P — — o , while employed about hia usual avocations, 
found bis premises occupied by a gang of armed 
rufBims, some of whom, without ceremony, seized 
and began to bind him. 

Mr. P e remonstrated, and asked if he had 

ever injured any of them by word or deed. 

The reply was, that they were fighting for their 
&eedom, and were determined to have it; but as 
the whites were keeping it from them, all must be 
put out of the way. 

Mr. P e informed them he would not stand 

in the way of their freedom, but would even famish 
them with all the provision he possessed, if they 
would spare the lives of himself and wife, as it must 
be very clear to them, that one man, situated like 
himself in so lonely a place, could neither resist, nor 
do them any harm. 

They then s^d, they would not kill him, if he 
would only quietly submit to be bound until they 
had ransacked and fired the house and ofBces, as 
they were sworn to do this to every buckra residence 
they came to in their journey through the island. 

Mr. P e then implored that his wife should 

not be ill-treated; at which they laughed, and said, 
they had no intention ofht^ting the white woman. 

During this conversation, Mrs. P e had also 

been seized in the house, her husband being at 
the same time in Uie garden, and on hearing her 
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screams Kn assiataace, hiaheartsunk within hittt,fii6iA 
itia inability to render the required succour. His 
imagination painted to him the most barbarous of 
deaths Biid cruel tortures^ the moment be per- 
ceived his shackled and Iteiubltng wife broi^ht out 
to the front door, and found Mmself being fastened 
to a tree at a distance of about fifty feet from the 
.spot where they had fixed her on a low stump or 
log of hard-wood timber. By this time the wholA 
premises were in a blaze. 

The DOiBCreants seemed greatly and loudly to 
exult in. their triumph; and, having drank a quan* 
lity of rum and other liquors, returned to Mr. 
P — -^ whom they stripped to the skin: they 
ihen drew back, when some fired at him with guns> 
and others chopped him about the body with their 
muschetts. But, oh horror! fortunately delicacy 
forbids a minute recited of the savage scene that 
followed. -SufSce it to say, that after the most 
inhuman and indecent mutilation, a small part 
of the body was brought to ihe wretched wife, and, 
when in the agony of grief, her mouth happened to 
be extended, this portion of ber thos mangled 
husband, was forcibly thrust therein; beyond this 
act, she could furnish no distinct detail of events 
ontil her rescue by a party of militial 

To follow the troops through their various opera- 
tions, would only be to furnish the reader with 
little more than a series of skirmishes maintained 
by the rebels, from the sides and summits of thickly . 
wooded hills, to t he ^eat annoyance of the whitesj 
«s it constantly occurred whenever the military had 
to pass a road skirted by this kind of country, 
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Ever since the governor's first prodamation, in- 
stituting martial law, and calling upon all absentee 
slaves to return immediately to thdr work, none 
could be found to avail themselves of the pardon 
ofiered, and evince contrition for their past conduct. 

The whole district, although a short time ago the 
most fertile and beautiful in the island, was now 
nothing more than a barren waste. Where formerly 
stood immensely valuable sugar works, nothing re- 
mained but a mass of ruins. Where had hitherto 
been heard the lively song of the contented negro, 
encouraging his companions to the performance of 
their daily work, all was melancholy silence. Here 
and there was espied a little black urchin, ap- 
parently exerting his utmost endeavours to elude 
observation, who a few weeks previously, would 
have hastened, with his utmost agility, to meet the 
comi.ig stranger with " How d'ye, massa, how d'y« 
massa buckra," in the expectation of obtaining 
some small gratuity. Instead of luxuriant Guinea- 
grass pastures, well-fenced and watered, furnish- 
ing abundance of rich nutriment to a herd of sleek 
steers, mules, and other animals, nothing met the 
eye but grim devastation. Whole cane and 
Guinea-grass pieces burnt to the root, all fences 
destroyed by the raging element, and stone walls 
Iwoken down, through the gaps of which the meagre 
stock, now entirely deprived of their usual suste- 
nance, wandered far and wide, and, on being ap- 
proached, invariably manifested symptoms of the 
utmost terror and consternation. 
■ Thus was the fairest portion of the island rendered 
a desolate and barren waste; by the secret machi- 
nations of a party possessing no interest in the soil. 
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"bvi acting undCT the erroneoiu, though plausible 
excuse of philanthropy. Property was recklessly 
sacrificed, and thousands rendered houseless and 
pennyless, for the accomplishment of a fanatical 
scheme, nuttured in the lap of bigotry, and brought 
to perfectioD (if the tenn is not degraded by its 
application in this case) undei the powerful plea of 
political expediency. 

Long will the ruined sons of Jamaica quail under 
the cruel infiiction, by which they have been thiis 
brought to the ground. In many instances, no fiiture 
exertions can shelter some from that abject state oi 
penury, against which their early and indefatigable 
labours had till now most securely screened them. 

We have noticed before, that the services of the 
maroons was found peculiarly beneficial, for they 
were not only good guides, excellent shots, and men 
capable of enduring great fatigue, but from their 
conect knowledge of every settlement in each 
parish, individuals were often either seasonably 
rescued &om incarceration, or barbarous mutders 
were brought to light, which, without them, must 
ever have remained unknown. 

Thus, in a case about to be related, it occuired to 
a party of them, who were attending a detachment 
of militia, that a settlement called Marcbmtmt, being 
in so very retired a spot among the woods, but in 
the heart of the insurrectionary district, would most 
probably be fixed upon as a rendezvous for the 
rebels. It was accordingly decided to penetrate 
thereto, and, if possible, surroimd the premises, in 
order to prevent a precipitate flight, if their sur- 
mises should prove as anticipated. It was about 
mid-day when the party arrived within a very 
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short distfince of Marcbmont, when they separated, 
so as to encircle the premises, and gradually draw 
towards the centre. The manoeuvre was well per- 
formed ; but what was their horror and disgust at 
perceiving a pile of ruins still smoking, with the 
mangled and half consumed corpse of a white person 
lying thereon. The poor victim retained features' 
and clothing suf&cient to prove his identity, and, no 

doubt remained, that Mr. H e, the proprietor, 

had been basely surprised and treacherously mur- 
dered by these inhuman demi-barb&rians. Not a 
soul was left about the place to tell the tale; nor 
could it be imagined what fate had befallen his wife, 
However, from the uDiversally acknowledged inten- 
tions of the rebels, as regarded the white females, 
not a moment was lost in making the strictest search 
for some clue to her place of confinement. Fortu- 
nately, success crowned their efforts, and Mrs, H. 
with a few free young women, were discovered in a 
secluded part of a deep ravine, most pitiably situated, 
although their detention had not been of long duration. 
We pass over the joy of deliverance, to give the 

short narration of Mrs. H e, who informed the 

party that just after dark on the previous night, 
their house was set on fire in several places at the 
same time, which induced her and her husband to 

run out at the door together ; that Mr. H e was 

immediately chopped down by some negroes, and 
that she was seized by others, bound, stripped, and 
tied to a tree, where she underwent a cruel fla-^ 
gellation from the hands of her own waiting boy, 
a lad whom she had brought up with the greatest 
kindness from infancy ; but who said, he would notv 
switch hex for having occasioned him punighmeiit 
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a few dayspteTiou3 iot a theft he had committed. 
After this ungrateful treatment, she was huiried 
away, but knew not whither, nor couJd she speak 
further relative to the transactions at Marchmont, 
having no sight of her husband after he waa 
nmrdered by her side. 

' During these shameful occurrences in the line 
between Montego Bay and Black River, the rebel- 
lious slaves performed innumerable acts of atrocity 
in other directions; but further detail would on^ 
shock the feelings, and trespass too much on the 
patience of the reader. In short, wherever human 
beings couTd not be fotnid, on whom to inffict some 
revengeful punishment, they did not hesitate to vent 
their spleen on any valuable article belonging to the 
whites, that occasionnlly fell into their power. 

As a proof, we will only record one instance out 
of countless others. As Whitehill, the residence of 

Dr. P. S e, not more than six or eight inilea 

from Montego Bay, but in the opposite direction, 
was deemed a very insecure habitation ibr himself 
and family, they repaired to the town, as soou as the 
adjoining estates were threatened with destruction. 
It was quite useless to remo^'e any fiimiture, as one 
place was as liable to be burnt as another. The 
departure of the proprietor was, of course, immedi- 
ately known, and this only served as a signal for 
the attack. Scarcely had six hours elapsed before 
the work of destruction commenced. An elegant 
grand piano was brought outside, and finding 
nothing harmonious could be drawn from it by their 
clumsy fingers, stones were employed on the keys, 
but as this only made the matter worse, the instru- 
ment was smashed to pieces with clubs and stones, 
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until entirely destroyed, when the fragments were 
tOBsed on the buming ruins, and totally consumed. 
Innumerable occurrences of thia kind took place; but 
it is needless to relate more than have already 
been stated. ' 

About this time several attempts were made 
to accomplish the destruction of Montego Bay 
by fire; and, as it was confidently asserted, that 
the notorious, rebet " Hurlock " had been more 
than once seen disguised in female attire, it was 
th^etbre deemed advisable to adopt further means 
«f security against the attack. A meeting of the 
inhabitants took place at the court house ; when the 
custos took the chair, a proposition was then made 
for the establishment of a volunteer town gmri; 
independent of the existing main guard. Besides the-, 
duties alreaify undertaken by the inhabitants, it 
was proposed", that about two hundred should volun- ' 
tarily enrol their names, to be divided into companies 
of thirty each, one of whom should be chosen leader, 
pr captain, of each thirty, whiQh would require the. 
companies to serve only once a week. Their duty 
v(as principally to patrol tlje streets, avenues, and 
outskirts, throughout the whole night, watching 
with Argus' vigilance, at uncertain times, all places 
Bkdy to be first set on fire, and^ interrogating, with^ 
excessive minuteness, every suspicious-looking 
individual. This resolution was carried into effect, 
and proved very satisfactory. 

It will readily be concluded, that during the whole 
period of these agitations, all social meetings for the 
purposes of harmony or conviviality were at an 
end. In short, confidence could not be placed in 
^ven old servants, as so many instances of treachery 
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had been developed, and bo precarious and despe* 
rate was the state of affairs, that those who reposed 
_ at night, knew not whether they would rise in the 
mttfiiing, in consequence of the general covering of 
the houses being composed of combustible shingtes, 
(generally cedar,) nothing could be easier to set on 
file, or more difficult to arrest in its pn^ess, when 
once in flames. 

Notwithstanding the numerous examples that 
were daily made, by exhibiting the heads of the 
leaders of the rebela on poles, in cozispicuous places 
throughout the district, the lessons seemed of none 
effect, as few, very few returned to the properties, 
and none to their work. Indeed, they dare not da 
so; for, as many stated on theit trials, they would 
have been murdered if they had returned. 

In Kingston and Spanish Town were congre-* 
gated so many loose characters, inhabiting insignifi- 
cant huts about the suburbs, that it was deemed 
a miracle either town escaped. Several of these 
m^i and women had originally been slaves; some 
had &om former good conduct received the boon of 
freedom from their liberal proprietors; but had iaMen. 
into every species of wickedness, from their natural 
depravity of character, and unconquerable propen-> 
sity to idleness. Many, again, hadbeen run-away 
negroes, who, after absenting themselves from their 
work in the country-parts, had sought, and unfortu- 
nately with success, privacy and concealment in a 
crowded city; and thus were the ofrspring of these 
two classes, apparently born free, but without either 
ability or means of earning a livelihood. These 
worthless beings were certainly considered assist^ 
ants to the enemy without the walls i and it caimot 
be doubted, but that they were the instigators of 
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mMly of the firee which almost nightly took place 
about that time. 

Every means of security was, however, adopted. 
Town guards, volunteer associations, patrols, and. 
every thing else, was resorted to; and at Kingston, 
Old Harbour, andother places, the officers and ciews 
of the merchant shipping, enrolled themselves into. 
bodies, undertaking shore duties for the preservaticoi, 
of the towns and suburbs in the barbouia of which 
th<y weee lying, 

■ Ib the pansl^ of P^irt^d, St. George, St. Tho. 
mas in the East aod St. Jolm's, there were occasional 
«trociou8 scfs cominittedi and many of the negroes 
iftiadf, their wtrk ; but as this was not the wigmal 
(tE ^in^pat seat of the insunectimi, and the detail 
of octAurences, in any way important or amusing, 
may be shortly furnished to the public, when &cts 
are sufficiently authenticated, there is no necessi^^ 
for trespassing further on the reader's patience. 
Suffice it to say, that wherever disturbuices or fires, 
broke out, the regular, as well as the militia force, 
soon convinced the deluded wretches of their error,, 
as many of them were tried and execut^. 

At one time, some ccot^panies of the Kingstoa 
militia, embarked froiji th^ce, at the shortest notice, 
and disembarked at Salt River, to arrest the spirit 
of rebelUan which had broken out in the pati^es of 
Vere and Clarendon ; and, as the insurrection had 
Qontinued sdme weeks, the governor, (the Earl of 
B^more,) resolving to take a tora through the dis- 
turbed districts, embarked in one of the men- 
of-war on the station, and landed at Montego Bay. 
Finding there was no appearance of the negroes' 
return to their work, and in the hope that his pre-. 
s«nce might induce them to retrace their steps to, 
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the different estates to which they belonged, he 
issued the followii^ ptoclftmation to facilitate his 
object, by offering pardon to those who immediately 
complied with its mandates;— 

A PROCLAMATION 

By kit Bteelleniy tht Riglu Hon. Somtritt Lawiy, Sar9 
. of Bthtiort, Captmin-Oetur»I and Govem«r-in-Ckitf af 

Hit Majtity't Itland of Jamakm, siid tkt Ttrrilorier 

thtreon dtpmding i* Amtriet, Gumt*U^ and I'icr- 

Admiral oftht tame. 

WHEREA8, nolwithstanding his Ikfajnty'i Hoyaf 
ProclsmmlioD, deaooncing bii hif h diqtleaaore ftgainit alt- 
alavea who should offend against ihe laws b; which they 
are govnved, or mist the authorilf of their niasten or 
maaagers, man; slave* in certain parts of this island, 
under the pretence that orders have been sent out bj bis 
Majesty for their emancipation, have proceeded to the 
inost flagrant outrageH, and destructioa of property i and 
whereas, the death of iDaDj of them actually in arms, 
and the exemplary punishment already inflicted, after 
trial, upon several riogleaders in this rebelliou, must have 
cooviDced fell slaves engaged therein, that it is vain to 
oppose the overwhelming force which is assembled to 
reduce them to obedience. And whereas, there is reason 
to believe, that nnmbers are deterred from returning to 
their duty by a fear of that punislinient which their 
rebellious practices merit, I have therefore thought fit t» 
issue this my Pioclamation, promising and assuring to 
all slaves ifho have been, misled by the misiepresentatioos 
of cunning and designing persons, his Majesty's most 
gracious pardon, provided thej do, within the space of 
ten days from the date hereof, surrender themselves at 
(be nearest military post, or return peaceably to ths 
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planlatioiH to which the; beloo;, and reiutne tbetr 
oriiDBTy occupatioiu, quietly sakmittiDg theniMlvei, 
and obejing %\\ the Uwful comnunda of their nwsten or 
mansgersi and 1 herebj declare kod make knawn, tbal 
■II those principsUaad chiefs, who shall be convicted of 
having instigated or directed the destruction of the lives 
and properties of anj of the peaceable inhabitaots of thi» 
island, are sjieciallj eicluded from the benefit of this 
ProclamatioQ. 

Oiven under mj hand and seal at arms, at 
MoKtego Bay, this tbird day of February, in 
the second year of his Majesty's reign, anno> 
que Domini, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty -two. 

{Signed) BELMOKE, 



A iM^ce was also issued from head-quarters,, 
directiug all owners and managers of slaves forth^ 
with to forward returns to the custodis, or senior 
magistrates of their respective parishes, of such slaves, 
as had been killed or executed since the commence- 
tuent of the lebelUon, and of all who remained absent 
at that time from their respective properties. 
Although one would naturally have concluded that^ 
from the extreme lenity in which the terms of the 
Proclamation were couched, the insurgents would 
gladly and precipitately have availed themselves of 
such an c^portunity to return unmolested; yet^ 
strange to say, such was either their infatuation, or 
their incredulity, that nearly the whole time expired 
before even a small number could be seen on any 
property. 

The Earl of Belmore, however^ seized the earliest 
period, and travelling from estate to estate, addressed 
them on the enormity of their past conduct, at the 
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same tune endeavouriag to dicit lion them tbe 
reascms for so deap^ate an imdertakii^. By ooo 
lukd alt the same teply was made, they had no 
complaints of ill-treatment. They simply persisted 
in the assertion that they had been tcJd by the 
Baptist missionaries and others, that their free paper 
had been sent to gvbna, and that as the whites 
weie keeping them frtun it, they must take their 
fteedom by burning down the buckra houses, works, 
canes, and grass-pieces, or they would never get it, 
as one week's wotk aftei Chiiitmas would make 
them slaves for ever. 

In the governor's journey from Montego Bay 
towards Black Biver, he was, after a few days' labor, 
obliged to return to Montego Bay, in consequence of 
there being no house left to hold himself and retinue; 
but, at length, in his more advanced progress, took up 

his quarters for a few days at N. S , where he 

was gladly received, and liberally entertained. 

From hence the governor visited the estates and 
plantations in the neighbourhood, and found th& 
beneficial effects of his late Proclamation, as the 
negroes, now seeing that their case was hopeless, 
began to return to their respective employments. 
It was while the Earl of Belmore was in this district 
that two of the principal rebel chiefs were induced 
to make a surrender of their persons. 

It happened that a lieutenant M'N— I, be- 
toning to the Westmoreland regiment of militia, 
was stationed with his party in a secluded spot, 
surrounded on almost every side by thickly wooded 
hills, but occupied to prevent its falling into the 
bands of the rebels, as it could be easily made in;f«. 
pregnable.. 



D,g,r,:^i t, GilOglc 



2S5 

Hie womaa who was employed to cook for the 
Bina)! detachment, had about a quartet of a mile t» 
walk to a spring for water. On her return one 

inoraing early, she informed Mr. M'N 1 that the 

wife of Colonel Gardiner (the rebel) had purposely 
met hei at the spring, and deUvered a message from 

the chief to this effect:— "Tell Mr. M'N ^1 that 

he need not be afraid of me, as I am so tired of my 
present mode of life, that if he will came unarmed 
and Unattended to the wall that skirts the deep 
wood by the roadr-side this morning at mid-day, 
about half-way between his station aud this spring, 
and walk twenty yar^ straight into the wood, by a 
pass that is there cut lor the purpose, I will be ready 
to dehver myself up to him; and, in return, I sfaall 
only require him to make terms for my life." 

It will be supposed, that no man in his sensea 
would listen to such a proposal, or abide by its 

provisions. Mr. M'N 1, however, possessed an 

undaunted spirit, and calculating that he might 
carry a part of the proposition into effect with a 
certain degree of safety, if the plan he meditated 
remained unknown to all until the time fixed for its 
accomplishment, he disregarded the pn^sition by 
treating it with contempt, which prevented discus- 
sions that might otherwise have been promulgated. 
However, a few minutes before the time appointed 
for him to start, he called together his party, avowed 
bis intentions, and permitted six to volunteer for the 
service; each man concealed about his person two. 
pair of pistc^, and carried only a stick in his hand.. 

Mr. M'N Idid the same, with the difference, that 

as they were to wait at a little distance, and he was 
to enter alone, instead of a stick be wwe his sabre.. 
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The anangement was, tliat after proceeding with 
dae caution and privacy to the spot, the party were 
to conceal themselvea under the wall, and wait for a 
shot from Mr. M'N— — 1, which was to be the signal 
for their issuing forth in case of danger to himself; 
but they were on no account to appear unless the shot 

was heard. This being completed, Mr, M'N ^1 

boldly entered the pass desctibed,anticipating nothing 
but a sudden surprise frtraa a huge body of armed 
negroes, and he himself ready instantaneously to 
make the concerted signal. He completed more 
than Mb twenty yards, when neither seeing or 
bearing any thing, he began to conjecture that the- 
tale was feke altogether, that he was before his time» 
01 that he was expected to penetrate somewhat 
further, seeing the track continued for a considerable 
distance. The latter idea had its weight, and he- 
proceeded a little further, cailiDg out "Gardiner, 
fm come to meet you/ you need not he afraid, com^. 
out." Nothing however occurred, all was silence, and- 
he bent his steps hackwajrd, unable to divine the. 
cause of Gardiner's ncm-^pearance. 

He returned to the party in safety, and some oF~ 
them eara^stfy wi^ed to scoik the wood; bu^ 
Mr. M'N— I — 1 opposed- this measure as imprudent 
in the highest degree, because, in the first place,, so. 
small a party, however well armed, would inevitably 
gill an easy prey to the aurobers supposed to be in 
the wood; and, again, such an act would destroy 
confidence, and put an end to a vol(mtary.«ui3render, 
should such be Gardiner's real intention. 

AU were now of opinion that the most advisable- 
plan to adopt was, to dr<^ the sut^ect, until the- 
return of the cook from the spring the following 
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Bnoming, as they fully anticipatfd the mystery would 
then be developed. Nor was this conjecture 

unfounded, for she informed Mr. M'N- 1 that the 

woman had again met her, making the same 
appointment for that day, and assigning as the 
reason of its failure, on the preceding one, that 
Gardiner was quite aware of the party waiting 

for Mr. M'N ^1, and of their all being armed, 

contrary to his stipulations. 

The terms now were, that not an individual was 
to leave the station but Mr. M'N ' 1 ; that he was 
to be unarmed with the exception of his sabre, 
which, on reaching the spot he was to unsheath and 
lay on the wall by the side of one he would see 
there belongbg to Gardiner, as a token of pacifica- 
tion and confidence on both sides. Gardiner pledged 
himself that if, on their interview, be found that 

Mr, M'N 1 could not accede to his terms, he 

might still rely on being permitted to reach his party 
in perfect safety. 

Very contrary to the wishes of his associates, 
Mr. M' N' 1 decided on hazarding his life, in the 
hope that, should the surrender of Gardinet be the 
result, it might produce a great effect on a large 
body of the rebels, who certainly looked up to him 
aa theit military commander, although Daddy Ruler 
General Samuel Sharp was the main-spring of 
the insurrection in other points, and chief of the 
rebels. 

At the appointed time, Mr. M'N — 1 repaired 
alone to the spot, and finding Gardiner's sword 
absolutely lying on the wall, placed his own by the 
side of it; he then advanced into the wood about 
twenty-five yards and was met by Gardiner, who 
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thus addressed bim: "Well, Massa M'N — ^1, dow 
you come by yourself, aod without aims, I meet 
you according to my promise." " Then," said Mt. 
M'N — 1, " I suppose you are the Gardiner whom the 
rebels call their colonel." "I am" said he, "but 
I find they are a parcel of cowards, and have no 
good spirit in them, so it is no use to keep out any 
longer. Had they been all of my mind, and acted 
with me, as it was first agreed upon, there would 
neither have been a buckra-man living, or a buckia- 
house standing by this time, in the island." " In- 
deed," said Mr, M'N— 1, "you talk very high; but 
you see that was not so easily accomplished as you 
expected." " No matter for that," said Gardiner, 
" remember you only command a small company, 
I command an immense army, and by a single 
signal could, at this moment, destroy you and your 
Ifhole party, but I wish to shed no more blood; apd 
having passed my word for your safety, not a 
hair of your head shall be injured." Thus assured, 
Mr. M'N — 1 proceeded: "Well, Gaidiner, on that 
point, I'm satisfied;' but tell me the truth on 
another. In case of your having performed all you 
have told me were your intentions, what was to 
become of the white women 1" "Oh! Mr. M'N — I 
you need not ask that question, for you know quite 
well that we should have taken them all for our 
own wives. But that is nothing now; I'm wanting 
to know if you will promise myself and another our 
pardon if we give ourselves up to you as officer of 
the pa^ty, beca^se governor's prtxJamation say so." 
Mr, M'N — 1 then informed him, that alchoifgh he 
might accede to his surrender, he had no power 
to promise pardon to one who was decidedly a 
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principal in the rebellion, as such an act of mercy 
rested solely in the hands of the Earl of Belmoie, 
who was now at Savanoah-le-Mar. He would, how- 
ever, engage to convey him safely to Savannsh- 
le-Mar, which was not veiy far from the station, 
and wait on the governor himself in his behalf, if 
he chose voluntarily to surrender. With regard to 
the other person, if he did not come under the 
description of those alluded to in the proclamati(Hi, 
who were accounted unworthy of clemency, he could 
vouch for hia being unmolested, provided he went 
quietly back to his work; but, said Mr. M'N — 1, 
where is he] and what is his namel" "He is not 
far off. Dove is his name ; do you wish to see him 1 " 
"Yes, certainly," said Mr. M'N — 1, " bull tell you 
at once, if he is the Captain Dove, named in the 
governor's first proclamation, he is in the same 
situation with respect to pardonas yourself; and, lam 
sorry to say, I could only do for him what I am wil^ 
hng to do for you, but, at any rate, let me see him." 
Gardiner then turning Mr, M'N — 1 round to a 
stout overhanging branch of a tree, under which the 
whole of their conversation had taken place, said, 
"See him there: Dove, come down," He did so with 
great agility. "Well, Dove," said Gardiner, "you 
have heard every word that has passed. Mr. 

jfl'N ^1 cannot himself give pardon, but has 

promised to speak to the governor for us, I shall go 

with him; what will you do'" "Massa M'N \, 

goodbuckia, me go widhim too." On saying this, 

each seized an arm of Mr. M'N 1, greatly to his 

astonishment, but not much to his comfort, and thus 
sociably walked together to the amusement and 
surpiiae of the detachment, who had been extremely 
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uneasy about tile safety of tlieir officer, notivith- 
standing the repeated assurances of the cook- 
■woman, "that nothing bad would do him." 

The appearance of Gardiner might be deemed' 
very prepossessing. His figure was tall and well 
proportioned, his limbs muscular, and his carri^^e 
unusaUy i^right. His countenance hme evident 
marks of anxiety ; but was animated by an open and 
HiSinly cast of features that drew unconsciously from 
the beholder kinder feelings than his late conduct' 
seemed to merit. His conversation was apparently 
undisguised; and, with the utmost promptitude, he 
frankly answered every question put to him. He 
spoke even magnanimously of some encounters be 
had sustained with the whites, lauding, in the highest 
terms, the valour <^ his own troops on those parti- 
cular occasions, and boasting of the havoc they had 
committed among the military in two or three 
instances. 

Of a diflferent description altogether was his com- 
panion, Captain Dove. Short in stature, and ill- 
favoured, with a countenance that seemed to proclaim 
the possessor as calculated to accomplish the black- 
est andmost atrocious of designs. The small sunken 
and subtle eye was most appropriately matched 
with a mouth and cheek habitually wearing a 
decidedly sarcastic grin ; nor was the impression 
such a physiognomy would naturally create, in any 
degree rendered more favourable by the artfulness 
of hia repbes, and the prevaricating method he 
adopted when questions were put, that might in any 
way implicate him as one of the leaders. Indeed, 
he would sometimes cease altogether from an- 
swering, and neither threats nor fair promises could 
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induce hiiA to communicate, wh^n these sullen fit^ 
came on. . 

It was, therefore, principally from Gardiner that 
iacts were drawn; and, after being encouraged to 
relate evety thing he knew iibout the origin, cause. 
And progress of the insurrection, he told his story 
in nearly the following words, which, for the aid of 
tlie reader, who may not he acquainted with the 
.itegro mode of expression, will be detailed in plaift 
iEn^ish, as has already been done in his dialogue 
with Mr. M'N— ^1, previous to his surrender. His 
tale will not Only include what he related when first 
a prisoner, but also the substance of all his subse- 
quent confessions to the Rev, Mr, S ^t, when in 

confinement at SaVannah-le-Mar, and at his trial. 

He asserted, that he supposed himself to be about 
thirty years of age, and that ever since he was a 
boy, Uie idea of taking their freedom by rising upon 
the whites, had been in the heads of the negroes> 
trat that they never could bring it properly about, 
t>ecause of the difficulties that opposed their different 
jAatos. Sometimes e^ery cook throughout the island 
was to be sworn in blood, brick^dust and, gunpowder, 
to poison every atticle that was prepared for the 
■white family in which he or she lived, on & tiertaiu 
■day, in order that the act might be simultaneous. 
The oath was to be administered, and the poisoA 
furnished by itinerants, who were to traverse the 
country, and who, should the plan succeed, *ere tb 
receive aa a reward for such eminent services per- 
formed fiw their fraternity, the choice of the white 
'women for their wives, and the choice of properties 
Tor a residence, ftc. He assured his hearers, that 
^s project had proceeded to a certain extent, when. 
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in one or two instances, it was divulged by <Ad and 
fiuthful servants, and thereby defeated ; but they 
were of course destroyed for their treachery. 

A general assassination, on a particular night, 
was the next scheme that seemed likely to sncceed ; 
but the premature conduct at Argyle estate, in 1824, 
quite prevented its accomplishment 

Still the hope of eventually obtainii^ &eed<nn, 
witJi what they ctuiaidered its blest accompaniments, 
urged them to fiuther endeavours; and hearing 
that the " Baptist missiooaries" unceasingly con- 
demned the continuance of slavery, they flocked in 
vast numbers to the chapels of that denomination, 
and found so much encouragement from the preachers, 
that most of them deserted their former places of 
worship, to become members of a persuasion which 
promised, in such unquahfied terms, to lead them to 
their darling object. Besides, their contiguity to 
Mont^o Bay, the* spaciousness of the chapel, the 
talents, the eloquence, and the congenial doctrine of 
the preachers, all combining with &cility to concoct 
plans, when met in large numbers, rendered this 
town a much more desirable centre, than even the 
more extensive and populous ones of Kingston and 
Spanish Town; and, in addition to these advan- 
tages, was one of greater import and magnitude, in 
consequence of its being surrounded by large sugar 
estates, to which many desperate characters were 
known to belong, and who would not hesitate to 
undertake any enterprise, however hazardous, in 
furtherance of their acknowledged designs; for, if 
unsttccessfiil, the extraordinary formation of the 
adi€u:ent country appeared peculiarly &vourable to 
either a retreat, well oHuealed by rock or wood, or 
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aa unsuspected subtemmean seclusion, being com- 
posed of mountains thickly clothed with heavy 
timbers, tuid almost impenetrable underwood, skirted 
by deep tavines, and] caverns of enormous dimen- 
sions, knowii only to the negro banditti themselves. 

He stated, that, although somewhat disappcdnted, 
they were by no means disheartened by the failure 
of the assassination scheme; because there still 
remained the bumingplan, which they all considered 
nothing could prevent : the difficulty, however, 
seemed to arise from a want of one acknowledged 
chief, with subordinates, who could plan for the best, 
and convey the determinations to the whole body 
with perspicuity and despatch. 

Since the alight attempt in 1824, freedom had 
been always their principal topic; and from the 
doctrines they heard weekly disseminated at chapel, 
and the quotations made, which latter, especially, 
were treasured up in their minds with the utmost 
tenacity, they became every year riper and more 
anxious fui commencement. 

He mentioned, among many others, the following 
pasa^es from the Bible, which he said were often 
made use of by the preachers, and commented on 
at great length, by which they proved that the 
whites had ik> right to keep them in bondage, viz : 
" No man can serve two masters." — " Be not en- 
tangled with the yoke of bondage." — " Ye shall be 
free indeed." — " Fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul ;" and maay others 
equally applicable. 

. He added that, although every negro was con- 
vinced that the governor had received their free 
papers from England, and was only prevented Irom 
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issuing th^m by tKe proprietary themselves, still 
affiiirs might have proceeded for some time longer 
had it not been for these overwhelming drcumstan- 
ees : — ^the one was, that prior to the departure of 
one of the preachers to England, he had assured 
thera, that, before the following Chriatmas arrived, 
they woidd be free ; but that if the whites persisted 
in keeping them in Slavery, a star would Ifix itself 
to the comei of the moon, as a signal fot them to 
cease labour, and that rather thftn do l&ny work 
beyond the specified time, they must trust " to fire 
and sword." The star had so fixed itself, and they 
were not free, so they had no riternative. Again, 
the other was,— on one Sunday, just before Christ- 
mas, the eighth diapter of Joshua had been read 
to them, and commented on, as relative to their 
present situation, and such things had been said, 
" as madieall their blood boil," so they immedi'- 
ately met after cheCpel, fixed upon the best of all the 
jJans proposed, named Daddy Ruler Samuel Sharp 
as their chief, and Gardiner as their colonel; Dove, 
M'Cail, M'Lenan, and many others were then 
named to fill the subordinate grades ,' and, before 
they retired, oaths were administered to all, con' 
finning them in their stations, and binding all 
parties, under pain of immediate death, to act with 
vigour, promptitude, obedience, and effect. 

It was i^reed, that, in order to loll the whites into 
security, every day and night of the Christmas 
hotida}^ was to pass off in quietness, and that the 
signal fire was to take place just at sun-set of the 
Tuesday after Christmas-'day, when not a moment 
was to be lost in carrying the work of devastation 
completely through the island. Their principal camp. 
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being a matt suiTantageoiui situation, was settled to 
be on Greenwich Hijl, where Sharp, as their chief 
and high priest, was to assemble the rebels occa- 
BionaUy for prayer; and tiam whence all orders would 
issue for burning, plunderiiig, ambush, or foragii^ 
parties. 

G&rdiser took charge of all miUtary movements; 
and, being well act^uainted with the characters of hia 
juniors, knew well how to appropriate the aquad* 
according to the vigour and abilities of him with 
whom the enterprise was entrusted. He, however> 
acknowledged, that he never could have conceived 
negroes to be such a cowardly race, when put to th« 
test, as he had now proved them, which circum* 
stance convinced him of the propriety -of the step he 
had adopted in surrendering himself, as the only- 
chance of saving his life. He said, they were 
deserting him every day ; and so confident was he 
of their intention to betri^him, that for many nights 
both himself and Dove had slept in trees, until they 
became almost exhausted, and quite disheartened. 

He knew the governor was in the parish, and 
hoped to obtain his pardon, in consequence of hav* 
ing voluntarily given himself up ; but, at any rate,, 
he trusted, tlmt rather than put him to death, they 
would send him to Ei^land. He confessed, the 
negroes themselves had unanimously considered it 
the " Baptist Insurrection," as they acknowledged 
it to have principally originated in the doctrines 
they promulgated, and the degraded light in which 
they taught them to look at their situation. He 
frankly said, he had nothing to conceal, and would 
now freely tell any thing required. Of coarse,' 
they were both placed under sentries; but never 
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attempted an escape, and were taken down to 
Savannab-le-Mar tlie next day. 
- On being brought into tbe governor's presence, 
there was neither an alteration in deportment of 
narrative. Many weeks elapsed before they were 
brought to trial ; but the iact of their having been 
principals, and also personally committed innu.^ 
merable acts of arson, barbarism, and even murder, 
entirely precluded the possibility of the smallest 
lenity. Gardiner was, however, alone executed at 
that tiiee, and his head was stuck upon a pole in 
the most conspicuous part of the rebellious district. 
Dove was reservSi for the hulks, in England. 
■ Although the worst of the evil wbs Iiow evidently 
arrested, it Could not be considered at tin end, 
so long as the leader Sharp, and such desperate 
characters as Hurlock, Largie, Simpson, and others, 
remained at large. Parties, therefore, were con- 
BtaoUy in search of them ; and, after various narrow 
escape, these individuals, and almost all the rest, 
were captured^ Or compelled to surrender, A few> 
never again heard of, were supposed to have either 
died of wounds, or to havfi perished from exhaustion 
and fatigue. . The leader, Sharp, secreted himself 
fi)r a considerable time> bnt eventually Suffered the 
sentence of the law. They all made confessions, 
by which it was known that Hurlock had swam 
the river three times in one day, to avoid pursuit; 
and Largie confessed he was so shockingly stunned 
by a fail from a tree, and extreme debility, that, 
on hie recovery, he woilld have gladly surrendered, 
had any party overtaken him, but finding himself 
Me at night to creep as far as hia nearest as' 
BVciates, he was prevailed upon stiil to remain oitti 
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Simpson vaa a slave, and not the wretch who 

accused the Moravian missionary, Mr. P 1. 

While in confinement, be unfolded a most horrid 
transaction,which but for his being consciencesmitten, 
would never have come to light. He stated, that 
after their camp had been broken up in the neigh- 
bourhood of Catadupa by the military, they ab- 
sconded in different directions, but every man took 
cai« to .carry with him not only his axms, but as 
much ammunition as be could conveniently lay 
hands on at the moment of retreat. Two despe- 
rate fellpws from Greenwich estate, one from Cata- 
dupa, and wother who told them he had no owner, 
happened to take the same pass with himsdf. They 
wandered through the woods until confident of being 
quite safe from pursuit; and then, while refreshing 
themselves with whatever their wallets contained, 
(for they invariably carried about them some ready 
dressed cocoas, yams, or pkntains,) the plan was 
formed for the robbery and murder of a white 
person, named G- m, in whose neigbboiuhood 
Uiey then were, ^lould his habitation still remain 
undemolished. 

For many years this individual had practised 
the most rigid economy, and lived in the utmost 
sedusion> insomuch that few were aware of his 
existence, except one or two families in the adjoin- 
ing parishes, to whom he occasionally {but very 
seldom) made a visit, to hear the news of the day, 
and to prove that he was still among the living. 
Besides himself, a wife and grown up daughter were 
content to pass life away, in this solitude; but the 
habits of industry which they practised, enabled 
than to wricome each coming day, as one that 
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would add Bomething more to that gmeral Itmd 
which was, they trusted, h^eafter to become ta 
ample support in tbeii native land, when in the 
decline of years; for to this reward they all most 

joyfully looked forward. Gr ^m, was a Scots* 

man, a carpenter by trade, who had many years 
previously repaired with his wife and their only 
child to Jamaica, in the hope that a good trade, 
perseverance, industry, and temperance, would 
enable him to realize a comfortable provision iot 
their old age, should they escape the dangers of the 
climate. Having for a few years successfully worked 
at his vocation, he found himself in possessiiHi 
of sufficient means to purchase a few acres of excel-' 
lent wood-landand two male slavesj with the latter 
he very soon cleared land enough for a cotDmeoce- 
ment, on part df which he erected a small but con- 
venient residence, and planted the remainder with 
provisions, By degrees he mani^d to procure a 
female to perform the cooking and other domestiO 
duties, also a mule and two old horses. The mnle 
was prindpaUy ioi bis own riding, and consequently 
led an easy life; but the horses were used by turns 
to convey bis provisions, tobacco, &c; to Montego 
Bay and 8ftvannah.tIe^Mar for sale, in cha^ of 
one of bis men, whom he had no reason to distruat. 
Contrary to the usual ctistom, he gave no name (O 
his cottage, considering it might appear as if he was 
worth something. 

Years rolled on, withoot Uie least variation to 
this hermitJike family, who all worked daily in 
the grounds, in the preparation of tobacco, &c. for 
market, or in making straw hate and baskets, at 
winch both wife arid daughter were extremely 
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skilful. All necessary materiali, and every thing 
required for the family, weie procured and paid for 
by the fattf^ul negro, ae if for himself, at his peri- 
odical visits to the towns. Rum, sugar, &c. was 
obtained by the same individiwl, at the adjacent 
estates and plantations, in exchange for com, poultry 
(of which they raised abundance,) or ground pro- 
visions. 

Once, and only once, every year, G- m made 

his visit to Montego Bay. This invariably occurred 
in August, because at that time bills of exchange are 
abundant, and the premium lower than at any othw 
period throughout the year. He carried bis annual 
savings, paid his small amount of taxes, and pur- 
chased a bill of exchange to whatever amount he 
was able. This was enclosed in a letter previously 
written, carefully wafered and sealed at the mer- 
chant's store where it had been purchased, and 
conveyed safely by himself to the post-office, the 
merchant retaining for faim the duplicate letter and 
second of exchange, which he as carefully forwarded, 
as directed, by the first merchant vessel about to 
sail for Scotland. Bodily infirmity, for which he 
held a medical certificate, prevented his being 
called upon to serve in the militia, consequently 
nothing compelled him to quit his retirement but. 
the occasion just mentioned. The rebel who first 
proposed the attack on G — ■ — m, was the one who 
said he had " no owner ;" but stated bis name to 
be Cudjoe, and informed them there was money 

in the house, as one of G m's negroes had told 

him that plenty of money had been brought back 
from Montego Bay and Savamiah-le-Mar lately, 
for provisions, tobacco, &c. 8tc. He asserted his 
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intimate knowledge of the place, as the female slave 
was his wife, also of the different rooms in which 
-the &mily slept, and rather created suspicion in 
the minds of his companions as to his having " no 
owner," when ho assured them that tke watch dog 
had been poisoned a few days before. There was, • 
however, no time for further inquiry, as day would 
dawn ere they could accomplish their design. 

On reaching the house, Ciidjoe's tale proved true, 
for neither dog or negro watchman was to be found. 
According to their preconcerted plan, Cudjoe burst 
open the back door of the master's bed-room, and 
began to chop and beat him about the head and 
body with the short muschett he carried, until 
he was so faint irom loss of blood that he could offer 
no resistance, when he was dragged to one side of 
the room. In the meantime, the rest had secured 
the wife and daughter, as the latter had rushed into 
the room, with only her night clothes on, when the 
uproar commenced. Cudjoe knew well where to 
find plenty of ropes; for here, it must be divulged, 
that he was the hitherto faithful servant of Mr. 

G m, who had from his first setllemenl in the 

woods, transacted all his business, disposed of his 
provisions, &c &c. The bloody clothes were now 
thrown from the bed, and the distracted wife lain 
upon the mattress; the ropes were then used to bind 
her firmly down upon ber back. During which 
the daughter had been carried again to her bed, and 
bound in 'the same manner. The scene that now 
ensued may be imagined, but it cannot be described. 

These diabolical wretches now broke open the 
chest (well known to Cudjoe) in which the money 
had always been deposited, and finding a good 
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store, it was equally divided among the party. The 
laider and rum bottle were then resorted to, and 
each equipped himself with a portion of the wearing 
apparel. As it was now broad day-light, the villains 
considered it somewhat unsafe, even in this seques- 
tered $pot, to remain longer out of the deep wood ; 
they therefore placed, the mangled corpse of the 
murdered husband on the same bed with the cruelly 
abused and firmly shackled wife, covering them 
over with the gore stained sheets, &c. The agoniz- 
ing screams and groans of th^ daughter, who now 
lay lacerated, bound, and dreadfully convulsed, the 
inhuman wretoh himself acknowledged were too 
painful ki even himself and associates to endure; 
they consequently stuffed her mouth with a piece of 
musquito netting, piled up chairs, tables, trunks, 
&C. on all the bodies, to ensure their burning, before 
they could escape, and hastened to fioish thelc 
work by fire-sticks, whidi they applied to. every 
part of the house and out-bouses. Having satisfied 
Xhemselves that every tbing, together with the 
bodies, must be entirely consumed, they sought 
safety in the thickest and nu>st gloomy recesses, and 
had not courage to join their companions in rebellion 
until two nights after the completion of this barba- 
rously savage transaction. 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that as this horrid 
occurrence did not transpire until weeks subsequent 
to its perpetration, no traces were left, excepting a 
few human bones found in the ruins. By those who 
cease not to rail against the supposed inhumanity of 
the whites, with no other foundation for their acri- 
mony, than the unprecedented felsehoods that have 
been continually fabricated in England, and vented 
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fbrth with tinceaang asperity, let such facts as &ese 
be attentively perused, keenly felt, and duly ap- 
preciated. Let them act a fair and candid part, by 
laying aside all bias, and placing themselves oi 
their relatives for a moment in the situatitws that 
have been unhappily experienced by many more 
of their fellow-creatures, than those whose cases 
have been but faintly depicted in the foregoing- 
pageB. Cconment, however, is at present o( ne 
avail; the bloody and soul -harrowing sceites that 
have already occurred, can only now serve as an 
flwiul lesson to those, who, weilding the wand of 
power, may hereafter be in danger of pennitting 
their better judgment to be over-ruled by the 
demons of party spirit, prejudice, or fanatical 



Trifling as this JamEuca Baptist insurrection may 
appear to thousands unconnected with the island, 
and to those tmacquainted with the real extent 
of wretchedness that must hereafter be endured by 
the now portionless widow, and the orphans des- 
titute of maintenance, it has, nevertheless, reduced 
thousands of industrious families to abject misery 
and irrevocable ruin. 

February had now run about one-half of its course, 
and the negroes were coming in from all quarters 
to their respective properties; and merchant vessels 
from England were seen lying in the diSerent 
harbours, without a prospect of sufficient cargo for 
homeward ballast. Desperate evils require equally 
desperate remedies; consequently, those who had 
acted the hostile and ruinous part, were now in 
their turns to sufTer a portion of the hardsl^ps and 
privations. 
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Oa many large estates, the slaves were compeUied! 
to work every day, (Sundays not excepted,) in the 
erection of tempoiary edifices, under which the 
preparation of the remaining crop might still proceedt 
there having been several Mdg of sugar-cane on 
each estate so green as not to take fire, and these 
bad luckily escaped the general conflagration. The 
coffee-trees also, being in a verduit state, couldjeceive 
DO injury from fire. 

It was found that, on such estates as had water-- 
mills which could not easily be burnt, the negroes had 
daubed them all over with tar, in hopes that ignition 
would surely take place, and consequently be more 
speedily consumed. Where steam-engines had been, 
erected, they maliciously destroyed them with sledge- 
hammers. By this time, many of the principals 
had either been destroyed in the conflicts, executed 
after a trial, or had suiiendered themselves;; but 
there still remained some desperate diaracters at 
Urge. 

The governor deeming his presence no longer 
necessary, returned to Spanish Town, a&d fortliwith 
issued a proclamation dispensing with martial law, 
greatly to the joy of the inhabitants, who, though 
they with praiseworthy alacrity obeyed the first 
orders to repair to their duty, when their services- 
were required for the safety and well being of the 
country, felt unbounded satis&ction when the resto- 
ration of tranqiullity permitted them to enjoy the 
peace and comfort of their own domestic circles. 
At this juncture, however, it was deemed expedient 
to raise and continue in pay, under the denomina- 
tion of an "Island Police," in the disturbed dis- 
tricts, a certain number of effective officers and 
men, whose duty it was to hunt out the remainder 
■ n5 
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of the rebels, and to proceed at all hours in Search 
of riin-aways. These were allowed to volunteer 
fiiom the miHtia,and comprised, principally, of auch 
irafividxials as had no families requiring their con- 
stant attendance at home. By this force some of 
the stra^ers were secured; and it had the effect of 
intimidating such as felt inclined again Uy repair to* 
the woods. 

About this period, the principal Baptist mis- 

"sionary (B 11) arrived at Montego Bay, in the 

mercWit ship, Grarland Grove; but the general 
excitement against him was sttch, thait his &iend» 
deemed it inadvisable for him to land until matters 
might take a different turn. The authorities, how- 
ever, adopted at once the wisest and the safest plan, 

by removing Mr, B II to a &igate then lying 

in the harbour, and causing al] his papers to be 
searched'by a civil officer of high rank in the, parish, 
appointed for that purpose. As the substance of 
the orders delivered to the gentleman nominated to 
act as scrutineer, had never fairly transpired, it 
■ was impossible fOT the public to know what docu- 
ments were found; but as Mr. B U had plenty 

of time to cancel, or even to conceal, anything likely 
to criminate himself before they came into the 
searcher's possession, it was more than probable that 
no evidence was obtained of the nature anticipated. 
Nevertheless, an indictment (for form's sake) was 

'framed against him and bis colleague, Mr. K bb-, 

" for feloniously and seditiously exciting the slaves 
to rebellion," which bills were preferred at the next 
March Cornwall Assize Court, held at Montege 
Bay, when the grand jury ignored that against 

B 11, but found a true bill against K bb^ 

who was admitted to bail. 
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Although it 13 the determination of the writer to 
make as little comment as possible on the acts of 
the executive at the time of this unhappy afiair, 
yet, as the release of him who was acknowledged 
"by all the delinquents to be their first mover to , 
rebellion, and of most of hia white associates, miist 
appear extremely strange to all such as are totally 
unacquainted with the actvial state of tire public 
mind at this particularly agitated' period; a few 
short remarks, in elucidation (as far as general 
opinions can clear the point,) may not be superflQ- 
ous, Throughout these pages, the reader must have 
observed that every, negro, whose trial, confession, 
or conversation, has been recorded, invariably 
speaks to the prominent (though clandestine) part 
taken by tffe Bapti&t preachers, in the only way they 
could promote the insurrection, and attributes, with- 
out disguise, or prevarication, the commencement 
of it to their doctrines and explanations. Even 
those who had no clemency to expect, as well aa 
those who, from turning crown witnesses, and 
. receiving pardon, pointedly insisted on these facts; 
indeed, it was almost the oqly circumstance on. 
which all were agreed. 

Lamentable as were the consequences to th6 
proprietors, the evil was not confined to them alone, 
but affected, in a greater or less degree, the whole 
mass of our colonial population; nay, the ruin, in 
many cases, extended to merch^ts and shipowners 
in England. Individuals of, unspotted chaiacter, 
quietly carrying on the business of their estates or 
plantations on the island, and sharing with their 
labourers whatever comforts could be enjoyed in 
30 unpropitious a climate, were thus involuntarily 
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Ragged from theii homes, to endure lordships, en* 
counter hazards, and suffer privations they had no 
reason to anticipate ; while their minds could not be 
much at ease for the female part of their families, 
although removed to what they considered a situa- 
tion of comparative security, or for their properties, 
now left defenceless at the mei'cy of rtithless 
destroyers. 

Goaded by these provoking caiffies for exate- 
ment, it is not surjvising that all should alike feel 
the strongest detestation, and bear the most invete- 
rate rancour towards those individuals who were 
invariably acknowledged, by their own captured 
aocomphces, to be the origin of these disasters. It 
is not possible, whatever stoics or philosophers may 
argue to the contrary, that men's minds, thus ha- 
rassed and disturbed, should remain devcrid of ai^ry 
passions. Man cannot war with his own nature r 
religion, example, education, and precept, may do' 
much; but there exists not a mortal whs can, id. 
justice to himself, entertain kind feelings towards that 
feUow'being, who has despoiled him of his fair pros-> 
pects, his peace, and his home. Such, then, was the 
precise case with the Jamaica inhabitants at that 
period; for they found all remonstrance with the 
mother country unavailing, alt complaints disre- 
garded, all concessions trampled on, and aU expla- 
nations ridiculed. 

Packet after packet brought new insults, or fresh 
interferences with internal arrangements, hitherta 
unmolested. The eflfect of such proceedings, on 
imaginations already overheated by the flame' 
of unnatural and unceasing persecution fnnn one- 
party, and remorseless deprivation of property from 
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uiether, may be easily conceived;- it is therefore 
iBineoes^ry to attempt a palliation of the excited 
feelings (as it #as officially termed) that eo generally 
prevailed against the particular sect and individuals 
just alluded to. 

Suffice it to say, that the utmost vigilance of the 
auth<»itieB was requisite to saeen the parties Jiom 
immolation during tlieir removal from one |^ace to 
another ; and it required the personal attendance of 
the attorney-general and one of the assistant judges 
to ensure a safe escort to Mr. B. from the court-house 
to the place of re-embarkation. Oa the following 
day he found it necessary to engage his passage 
oa boaid a brig going to sail for America ; and after- 
wards made all possible speed to England. Although 
a true bill had been found against his coUe^;ue, 
some informalities, and the mistaken lenity already 
alluded to, permitted his escape to Kingston, from 
whence he also proceeded to England. 

While these untoward occurrences were being 
brought to a close in the county of Cornwall, every 
thing seemed proceeding towards the same point to 
windward, so that, with the commencement of 
March, all appeared tolerably quiet again. Mar- 
tial law had ceased; and famiHes, whose homes had 
not been sacrificed, returned to them, but not with 
any feeHng of security. 

It is true, rebellion was checked, nay, apparently 
quelled^ but so many instances of treadiery had 
been developed, that no one could t^ain place the 
hitherto unlimited confidence in his most faithful 
negro, whether dwnestic rar otherwise, that he had 
formerly felt justified in doing. There was, besides, 
a kind of sullen and discontented demeanour, not 
to be mistaken. 
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As soon as things could be brought round to any 
kind of order, returns were published, specifying 
the different properties that no longer existed, 
as far as related to residences, and out-ofBces, 
overseers' houses and out -buildings, sets of works, 
trash houses,negro houses, cane and grass pieces, &c. 
In many instances they were egregiously erroneous, 
probably from misinformation; for it was quite 
impracticable for any individual to have personally 
viewed the whole extent of devastation. 

Among various authenticated accounts published, 
the following has been selected, as coming nearer to 
the actual facts than any other; but in this there 
may be some omissions, and a few trifling inaccu- 
racies, yet the greatest caie has been taken to pro- 
cure a correct statement from each of the suffering 
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The returns from Ttelawny and St. Elizabeth's 
comprised bnt few properties actually burnt doicn, 
as the incendiaries were routed and scattered before 
they got far into either parish : the principal destruc- 
tion, however, in the former parish, took place at 
York, Pantrepant, and Carrickfoyle Estates; and, 
in the latter, 'at Ipswich Estate, and Ginger Hill 
Plantation. 

It will be remembered, that the burning of pro- 
perties commenced in St. James's, and had been 
carried on to a fearful extent before any au'est could 
possibly be made to it by the military ; also, 
that this beautiful pttrieh abounds in sugar estates, 
on all of which there must be one, two, or more 
(according to its sixe) immense buildings, called 
bash-houses, which are supported by stone or brick 
' piUars, and cont^n the dry stalk, &c. (denominated 
trash,) of the sugar cane, stored as fuel for the follow- 
ing year, after the juice has been expressed by the 
mill; the extensive roofs of which being composed 
of the broad-leaf cedar or bullet tree shingle become, 
from the heat of the sun, in a short space of time 
equally combustible with the dry trash they cover, 
consequently, the simple act of setting fire to them, 
could be as easily executed by a child as by an 
adult, and frequently performed by such juvenile 
miscreants, under the inspection of their elders-. 
Thus, the disastrous effect of one spark was to 
deprive the owner of hia fuel, at least for the next 
year's crop, and an expensive building. The pro- 
prietot'e residence is, in most cases, principally 
composed of wood, as is almost invariably that of his 
overseer, and all the out-offices ; and the negro, 
from his mode of life, is a great adept in the use of 
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fire. As soon as the extent of the loss and inj#y 
the rebellion could be ascertained, occasioned by 
the sliivea wilfully setting fire to buildings, grass, 
and cane-fields; by robbery and plunder of every 
desciiption; by damage done Vo the present and 
succeeding crops j by loss of the labour of slaves, 
those killed in suppressing insurrection, and such as 
were executed after trial; also incendiaries, rebels 
and murderers, returns were filmished to the House 
of Assembly, when the session was prolonged to 
this advanced period «f the year, 1832, instead of 
ceasing at Christmas as usual, and it was found to 
amount to the following sums, viz, — 



Currency. ' £ t. i. 


Id the part* of St. James, the 3u 


imof 611.990 


Hanover 


. 395.291 15 


Westmoreland 


. 29,B47 


SI. EliiabBlh's 


. 20,628 9 7 


Trelawny 


4,960 7 6 



injury in the connty of Cornwall 1,062,617 12 
Id tbe parish of Manchester, county 

ofMiddlesex . 46,365 16 

In the Pariah of Portland 147^ 
St. Thomas in the East 1230 



Injury ID the county of Surry . 



^11,11,628 -8 9 



To which is to be added the sum of £165,000. 
Currency, being the expence incurred in suppressing 
the rebellion during the period martial law was in 
force; and of another expence, amounting to about 
£7000. which had accrued since martitd law ceased, 
being the pay of a portion of the maroons, as well 
4s detachments of the island militia, employed 
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in the puTsnit of such of the rebellioas slaves as 
had not yet surrendered themselves, but remained 
oat, and were sheltered amoi^st the most inacces- 
sible forests and lastneBses in the inteiioi districts 
of the island. 

It will, doubtless, be concluded, that this enormous 
amount was to be raised by levying additional taxes 
pn those who had been already sufferers to a dread- 
ful extent. The house of assembly, however, almost 
to a man, proprietors .themselves, knew the sum' 
must be raised, and they did not hesitate heavily to 
augment the island taxes : — that rate per head, for 
instance, on slaves, which had heretofore annually 
been fixed at 5s. lOd. or 63. 8d. at farthest, was 
now augmented to 83. 4d. and that on stock to 2s. Id., 
which generally had hitherto been lOd. per head. 
Thus was one lamentable calamity succeeded by 
another most grievous burthen, and to be borne by 
the ruined proprietors. 

As the vile incendiaries received some severe 
checks before they penetrated far into the parish of 
St. Elizabeth's, the principal losses sust^ned in that 
parish, besides the properties named as burnt, were 
in negroes taken during the rebellion, who were tried 
and executed; but there is no doubt this fine parish 
would have suffered to a great extent, if the career 
of devastation had not been thus timely anested, 
as it was well known that every property was to 
share the same fate. 

In the parish of Manchester, some few properties 
were destroyed; but the damage here estimated was 
chiefly comprised in the loss of labour, occasioned 
by the general suspension of work, and the ffulure 
of crop, froBH its remaining uncut and ungatheied. 
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til! the canes were dried up by the sun, or trampled 
down by the now neglected stock, and the coffee- 
berries had dropped off the trees from over ripeness, 
and became an easy prey to innumerable hosts of 
rats which infest the plantations at that particular 
period of the year. Nothing could exceed the 
depreciation of property that ensued. Every article, 
though of course in no abundance, was a mere drug, 
from the circumstance that few had funds to pur- 
chase, by reason of the loss or scantiness of their 
own crops, and the heavy weight of taxes each 
individual was expected to meet; and such as could 
command a supply in England, were disinclined 
to trench thereon, lest, seeing that nothing in the 
island was now secure, they might require every 
farthing already out of danger for future mainte- 
nance. In such a state of things, many collected 
all they could, and repaired either to England or 
to America, intending to commence the world 
^ain with what little funds they then possessed, 
leaving their landed interests in the hands of such as, 
from being otherwise situated, felt either inclined to 
continue in the country, or were compelled to make 
a merit of necessity, by remaining to bear the bnmt 
of whatever might be the result of the late disas- 
trous proceedings. In its proper place will be 
found what were the subsequent movements of the 
British government. 

The ccmduct of the various naval and milituy 
officers, and of those under their comm^d, who 
had been dispatched by the Earl of Bebnore to the 
different ports, in order to assist in quelling the 
insurrection, had given such great satisfacjipn to all 
those whom their services were intended to benefit, 
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that no instance occurred in which addressee were 
not presented previous to their departure, acknow- 
ledging the advantages derived from their presence 
and exertions, and expressive of the most grateful 
feelings. To these, answers were returned in 
terms the most handsome, evincing at once the 
light in which the hospitali^ (even in such 
UDpropitious times) of the inhabitants was viewed 
by the brave defenders of their rights, and the 
alacrity with which they would again undertake the 
like duties, should, unfortunately, the state of the 
country render necessary another visit from them. 

The remark has abeady been made, that the 
governor had convoked the House of Assembly, 
being anxious that all transactions occurring during 
his administration should be either finally closed, or 
placed in a fair train of settlement, previous to the 
arrival of his successot; an event that might now be 
looked for in the course of two or three months^ 
Nothing could be more inconvenient to the members 
than an absence from their different parishes and 
usual employments at this particular crisis; for, 
as the house is generally composed of gentlemen 
possessing valuable properties in their own right, 
and holding extensive attorneyships (or agencies) for 
absentee proprietors, in various parts of the island, 
where their presence was now rendered, by the late 
occurrences, more than doubly needful, they were 
thus compelled to delegate their authority to others, 
while the more imperative duty of the legislature 
demanded their attendance at the seat of govern- 
ment. 

The business of the session, however, proceeded" 
with as much harmony, promptitude, and good-will> 
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as could have been expected from men already 
weighed down with a heavy load of misfortune, and 
still anticipating further encroachments on their 
rights and privileges, by that power, which should 
have shielded them from even the miseries they 
were then enduring. Under such circumstances, 
it was natural to conclude, that some differences of 
opinion would clt^ the wheel in its hitherto tegular 
rotation; but, on the whole, matters were conducted 
in a manner that did great credit to the heads and 
hearts of those entrusted with the island interests. 
On its termination, addresses were presented to the 
governor, from the council and bouse of assembly> 
expressing, in the moat flattering terms, their high 
sense of his promptitude and impartiality in bis 
character of chancellor, his foresight, and excellent 
disposition of the troops as captain-general, which 
had so greatly tended to an early extinction 
of the late atrocious and imnatural rebellion; his 
mild yet salutary and efficient administration of the 
law, as govem<!ir of the island, and his condescend- 
ing deportment towards all classes of society, which 
afforded to every individuid an easy access to the 
fountain head in cases of need. The Earl of Bel- 
more's reply was replete with that manly dignity 
of sentiment, and suavity of expression, for which 
his excellency was so peculiarly distinguished; and 
the members returned lo their respective avocatums^ 
resolved, if possible, by additional assiduity, to make 
the most of whatever remained of the sadly reduced 
crop, for the benefit of their absent employers and 
themselves. 

On the return of these gentleilien, they found 
that nut only the strength of the different gongs had 
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been much reduced, but that, from the loss of the 
sugar-works, by incendiarism, and the destructimi 
of the caoe-fields, little produce could be prepared. 
However, their deputies, as well as all the indi- 
viduals whose presence had not been required as 
members of the House of Assembly, had adopted 
every possible means in their power to forward the 
ciopa. In some cases, temporary sheds had been 
thrown over what remained of the delapidated mill, 
curing and boiling houses, so that such proportion 
of the canes as had escaped, in consequence of 
being in a green state, was manufactured and 
shipped. 

The elasticity of temper, so proverbially the 
characteristic feature of the West Indian, was 
called to his aid, and buoyed him up against the 
late calamities, with a hope that the very worst 
had now occurred; and that the negro finding his des- 
perate efforts tdtimately foiled, would not speedily 
resort to the contemplation of measures unattain- 
able. All was devastation; and it was lamentably 
shocking to witness the tuins of a 6nce com- 
modious mansion, now destitute of all that formerly 
delighted the hearts of its owners, or proved a 
hospitable resting place to the wearied oi benighted 
traveller. 

Thus terminated the most destructive, and cer- 
tainly the least excusahle Tebellion, that has ever 
disgraced the annals of history; and it now only 
remains to record the measures subsequently adopt- 
ed by the government, in order that the unbiassed 
reader may judge of the miserable situation into 
which so many of his fellow-subjects and country- 
men, have unfortunately been thrown, without the 
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power of averting their wretched but unmerited 
fate, having, in fact, committed no crime, nor trans- 
gressed any existing law. Time alone can decide 
the ultimate effect; but, at present, the person of 
the resident West Indian is in constant jeopardy, 
his possessions scarcely of nominal value, and his 
[sospects apparently for ever blasted. 

As all the ministeri^ projects relative to tm 
enUre abolition of slavery had been working {(x 
many years towards a focus, it will not be sur- 
prising that so propitious a circumstance as the 
late rebellion should be seised with avidity for their 
furtherance and immediate accomplishment. The 
most favourable crisis of operation had now ar- 
rived- 

A bill was brought into parliament, by their lately 
appointed colonial secretary, Mr, Stanley, by which 
it was enacted, that "All slavery should cease 
ikrougkoui the British dominions on the first of 
Augv^l, 1834." That every slave should ftom that 
day become a free-man and apprenticed labourer, 
working only seven hours and a half per diem for 
his former master, and the rest of the dfty for 
himself, or for any individual who would pay him 
a certain fixed hire. The master, however, was to 
feed, clothe, lodge, and attend in sickness the negro 
■as formerly, and the apprenticeship was to termi- 
nate at the expiration of four years to the house- 
servants, and six years to the field-labourers. All 
children, under the age of six years, were to be 
free at once; and all bom subsequently to the 
passing of the act to be also free. Invalids, and 
those incapable of work, to be supported as usual 
by the master, 
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Naturally anticupatii^ Uiat distutbancee would 
arise, inconsequence of this sudden change in the 
state of affairs, salaried or stipendiary magistrates 
were sent out by government to the different is- 
lands; but in such small proportions, that even at 
the period of writing this account, it is generally 
acknowledged that the arduous duties allotted to 
them cannot possibly be performed to the extent 
required. 

An island police has also been established; but 
the plan having been formed by persons totally 
ignorant of the country, it proves most defective. 

Commissioners were appointed, whose duty it 
was to furnish government with schedules according 
to forms printed and carried out with them, to 
secure" the equal distribution of twenty miUions of 
money among the owners of slaves, after certain 
fixed rates, which had been voted by the British 
Parliament, as compensation to the proprietors for the 
property of which they were ttius spoliated. In 
these calculations, however, no account wag taken of 
the loss of labour to the planter, between seven hours 
and a half and the whole day, besides the depriva> 
tion of one whole day every fortnight. Nor was it 
OHitemplated, that, when robbed of so large a por- 
tion of the customary labour, the master's property 
could not be so well cultivated as formerly; and that 
if coercion was attempted to obtain the labour even 
in its now reduced and restricted scale, the thus 
favoured negro might, and could, avoid it altogether, 
by taking himself to the woods, where he could be 
maintained in ease and security, and from whence 
neither master, commissioner, nor salaried magis- 
trale, could compel his return. 
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For an obscure and powerless individual like the 
writer of tliis small work to offer an opinion in 
opposiUon to the acts of a potent government, must 
be deemed presumption in the extreme ; but a few 
ccraciae remarks, (the result of twenty years' intimate 
ccpiection with, and residence in, the island of 
Jamaica,) relative to what course might have been 
pursued towards the colonists, with a prospect of 
much more ^vourable results, may not be unseasoif 
«ble ; after which a transcript of the general rules, 
framed by the cmnmissMmera of compensation for 
the guidance of alt parties concerned, will he given 
, for the clear elucidatien of the govemnvent plans. 

A brief summary of the Slave Laws, passed 
during the session of 1826, in Jamaica, has already 
been given, by which the public may judge, whether 
amelioration in the condition of the slave had, 
or had not, taken place ; and whether, or not, tlie 
malicious repeats, so industriously and invidiously 
circulated on that subject were dictated and carried 
by justice or oppression ; however, H is not possible 
for any unbiassed individual to peruse the facts 
relative to their tomination, without having drawn 
a foir and dedded condusion as to the real origin of 
the unfortunate circumstances which have doomed 
80 many of the negro race to a disgraceful and 
premature death, and so large a portion of the white 
population ta poverty, nusery, ruin, and despair. 

From an accurate census, taken in the year 
1830, of all slaves in the West India islands and 
dependencies, and a fair valuation made according to 
^e, sex, capabihty, and qualifications, it was found 
that sixty-three millions would barely compensate 
the proprietors for that part of their property. When 
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the goTcmmeat resolved on the expennient of eman- 
cipation, vith how much greater justice, and in 
hoir much more conciliatory a mamiei would 
have been accomplished, by dispatching conuuis- 
sioners of known character, conversant with the 
subject, to the different islands, with the avowed 
intention of taking the census, and making the 
valuation, under pailiamentary instnicticms, as pre- 
liminary acts to the entire abolition of slavery, and 
coropensaticHi to the proprietors for that particuliu; 
portion of their property. Under the principle, 
that "some eyil must be endured, if productive of a 
great good," the owners thus candidly treated, 
would unanimously have gone hand-in-hand with 
the project; and, although the amount required 
might have somewhat exceeded the twenty millions 
granted, and considered by one and all as a paltry 
and inadequate compensation, yet, as every part of 
the plan would have been amicably carried through, 
and worked in unison, immense expence would have 
been saved to the mother country, in the payments 
of additional magistrates, and an inoeased military 
force, independent of the conAisicn and stagnation of 
business that arises from the existing compulsory 
and obnoxious measures. 

Indeed, the rebellion would have been prevented, 
and all its sad incidents and consequences. Partial 
dissatisfaction might have evinced itself; but no 
bloodshed, no barbarous murders, violations, or 
arson, would have occurred ; in short, there exists 
not a proprietor who has not looked forward to free 
labour with feelings of unfeigned delight, at what- 
ever period, and by whatever means, it could he 
effected with perfect safe^, nor one that does not in 
his heart utterly abhor the very idea of slavery. 
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That slavery is. a curse, none- wiH deny; nor 
would any mortal, possessing a spark of humanity, 
degrade luotself by advocating the policy, propriety, 
or necessity of its continuance. The proprietors 
themselves, had tbey received open and honourable 
treatment, would have been among the first to break 
the rod and loose the chain; but tbey felt that, 
when so much had been done by their representa-: 
tives in the house of assembly, to meet the wished 
oi the British government and the people of England, 
when concessions had been made far beyond what 
they deemed consistent with their personal safety, 
and which, indeed, even the colonial secretary was 
compelled to admit, "were valuable improvements," 
they had a right to expect, at least, a reasonable 
lapse of time, to prove the effects of what had already 
been done, before required ta sanction more danger- 
ous experiments. 

The candid reader wilt admit, that it must have 
caused infinite pain to the proprietors, when they 
perceived the tranquillity, if not the actual existence 
of their ill-fated island, again put in j eopardy by the 
re-agitation of measures of such dangerous excite- 
ment ; and the only satisfactirai they could derive, 
was from the consciousness that, whatever might 
be the result, the responsibility was not theirs, but 
rested entirely on those who arrogated to them- 
selves the power of dictating laws, and proposing 
improvements for a state of society they had never 
seen, and of which, their constant an<Hnalies proved 
they were palpably igoorant. 

They were also aware that the frameis of these 
boasted ameliorations were acting entirely on theore- 
tical grounds, not having the most distant knowledge 
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of the telationship existing in the island between 
the master and servant. It was, besides, very 
evidoit to the owners of slaves, from the intimate 
knowledge they themselves possessed of the natural 
ptopen»(ie9 of the ne^ro race, that should they 
consent to the adoption of the new enactments which 
were unceasingly sought to be forced upon them, 
they would be sanctioning acta totally subversiTe of 
the rights of property, and of that authority alike 
essential to the welfare of all classes of sodety. 

It was imposable for them to view the conduct 
adopted towards the whole body of proprietors in 
any other light than that of a determined and ran- 
corous persecution ; because it was but justice to 
maintain, that if emancipation alone was the object 
required, as the nation at large had committed the 
wrong of establishing colonial slavery, so ought the 
nation at large to redeem that wrong, and not to 
throw the onus On the shoulders of individuals, who 
had merely acted as the tools by which the evil had 
been performed. Besides, it was manifestly unjust 
to fix the burthen upon those who happened at that 
particular period to be in possession of slave 
property, they having, either by inheritance, or 
purchase, obtained such jHvperty under the express 
sanction of the Biitish law, which had neither been 
repealed, nor become obsolete ; and the aggression 
was rendered still more a^;ravating, and less justi- 
fiable! by the indirect and covert means used to 
accompUsh the object, which had the effect at gra- 
dually deteriorating the planter's pn^rty, and 
dragging it piecemeal &om its lawfiil owner. 

The feet, however, is, that unfortunately there 
existed a party who had nothing to lose, by whom 
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the government was goaded, and the West IncSan 
proprietor villainously traduced and misrepresented. 
At the commencement, harsh measures were adopted 
which BO severdy stung the victim, that the pain 
could never be eradicated, but causing constant 
inflanunatioii, at length settled itself iiitP a deep 
and cancerous wound. 

However, the die is cast, and the evil must now 
be remedied as appears most expedient. It is, ne- 
vertheless, greatly to be feared, that the [ffecautions 
already provided for the pcevention «f future insu- 
hordinatioa, wiU not prove sufficiently effective. 

Besides, in addition to- the inadequacy of 
the compensation for. the property removed, de- 
stroyed, and rendered valueless, ao enermous 
burthen is heaped upon the fbrtom planter, fa 
Uie maintenance of a force established ta carry 
through a speculation, of which he gave no sane- 
tion, and to- which he nev£r. cwisented ; and the 
principal tie which, fnmerly bound master and 
servant together being but partially snapped, the- 
ratuation of each is rendered more precarious and 
less advantageous. To have effected the change, and 
accomplished the object in a maimer worthy of the 
foitisb nation, and in a way beneficial (at least-not 
very injurious), to any party, the fallowing plan 
might perhapa.have been adc^ed vnth less expenca 
and greater satisfiictioo. 

A certain -time should have been fixed fop- 
davery to cease, allowing Am years to-elapse before 
such period arrived; but such slaves as ^toulddur-. 
ing that time cummit acts of insubordination, to be 
transferred to a certain g^g, applicable to govemT- 
ment purposes, for a further period of probation, 
determinable according to their future oaiduct. 
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Duiing the interval, a. number of stations should 
have been completed on the summit o£ a Icoig range 
of mountBins, (so as to admit of tde^raphs,) whidli 
divide the island, at equal distances as near as 
posaiUe, with good roads from end to end. Otiier 
roads should divei^e from the main one, to intehne- 
diate stations, a few miles along the coast, on each 
side. Fifty stations would have been sufficient iot 
mountains and lowlands, and thirty men, including 
three non-commissioned oiBcers at each ; ako one 
subaltern at each station. 

Something of Uiis kind has been done, still the 
new arrangement is not only incomplete, and the 
stations injudiciously selected, but it is much more 
expensive than the one now recommended would 
have |Hx>ved. No necessity exists for inspectors at 
£1200. a year, or deputies at £500. The subal- 
tems might be under the orders of the major-general 
of each district, who should make his periodical 
reports to the governor. It will be born in mind, 
that Jamaica aleme is alluded to, as the same system 
might not, perhaps, apply to every other island and 
colony. The negroes should have been fairly valued, 
and the full value awarded to the owner, deeming 
it equitable, that what he has been hitherto deprived 
of, added to the existii^ de[H'eciation of his posses- 
6t<His, and the loss he must for sometime (at ail 
events) sustain from a deficiency of labourers to 
cultivate his lands, &c. would be a sufficient punish- 
ment for the heinous crime he has involuntarily 
committed in having inherited frt>m his ancestors, 
or purchased from his neighbours, a description of 
property now deemed illegal. 
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It does not come within the province of this work 
to enter into an elaborate eliundation of the specific 
plans most advisable foi the prodnction of means 
wherewithal to satisfy the claimants. The amount 
already raised, would have gone far towarda the 
liquidation of all demands, which, having been so 
readily assented to by the conservators of the public 
purse, it is not irreconcileable with probability to 
conclude, that a small addition, or even double the 
amount, would also have been as readily granted. 

While these plans were proceeding ia regular 
train, negro villages might have been founded, and 
other arrangements completed, enaUing the negroes 
to feel and consider themselves^ee and indepejidenl 
beings, which they never can do under the present 
system, as they are bound to reside on the different 
properties as heretofore, and the owners compelled 
to feed, lodge, and clothe them. 

Means could also have been adopted, during the 
interim, for inducing the slave population to become 
regular attendants on divine worship; and time 
would certainly have been allowed by the proprie- 
tors for religious instruction. Thus a gradual cluinge 
would have taken place, and sufBciently progressive 
to permit the slave to glide into the free-man, 
without extraordinary or unnatural rapidity. By 
degrees, kis own home, in the negro village, would 
become a preferable habitation to the home in sitf- 
ferance, as the pri^rty to which he was soon no 
more to belong, excepting as a hired labourer. 

The apprenticeship scheme, with all its (to them) 
apparent intricacies and disadvantages would be 
rendered unnecessary, and thus one great cause of 
dissatisfaction would be removed. They neither 
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ean nof will understand it. The boon of freedom, so 
long sighed for, being obtained, all restless and 
jealous feelings would naturally subside, and be 
supMseded by an ambitiiHi and anxiety to attain the 
same rank as that to which many discreet and 
persevering b^ngs, of their own race and colour, 
have already, by good conduct and undeviating 
integrity, elevated themselves. 

Thesfr few remarks are only thrown together as a 
general basis on which to build a sound superstruc- 
ture, and will donbtless be considered by some 
readers, too trifhng on a subject so important. But 
be who is in any degree conversant with the negro 
character, the climate, habits, &c. of Jamaica, wiH 
be able to judge fairly ef these apparently common- 
place suggestions, and irom them will be able to. 
draw judicious conclusions. 

Pages have been written, and volumes may stiH 
be filled, without exhausting the subject; but it is 
not the intention of the writer to evince an argumen-- 
tative or controversial disposition. The result of 
the present dangerous experiments, time alone can, 
decide ; but if means are not unceasingly adopted 
to enforce industry and obedience (as free-men) fronk 
the sable race, British subjects will lose their West 
Indian relatives, and the British liing his West; 
India p 
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WHICH BHnrTOB A It RINGS MINTS MADS BT SOTSMNHRNT 
VOR THS DISTKIBOTION OP THB TITSNTT UlbLIONB TDTBD 
BT FARMAMBNT A» GOUPBNUTIOH TO VBB VKOHIBTOXS 



Eatratl from the London Oaxette, Jprii 18, 1834. 
At the Council Cbamber, WhitehaU, the ITtb day of 
April, 1884, by a Committee of the I^tds of Hi& 
Majesty's most Honorable l^my CouDcil. 

WHEREAS the Comsi^iioneni appointed by hii 
Majesty under the kuthoiit; of an ActpaMcd la the third 
and foDrtb. year of bis present Majesty's reign, intituled 
" An Act fur the Abolition of Slavery throughout the 
*■ Britisfa Colonies: for promoting the loduatry of the 
" Manumitted Slavcst and for compensating the Peisons 
" hitherto entitled to the Services of sncb Slaves;" have 
tfannmitted to the Lord Prewdeot of the Coiuic-il cerlaia 
general Rules framed by the said G o mm issi oners under 
the 471h and 651h Clauses of the said Act) and whereas 
the said. Rules have been laid by the Lord President 
of the Council before his Majesty in Council, who has 
been pleased to refer the same to this Committee. It ia 
therefore ordered by their Lordships, in pursuance of the 
provisions of the said Act, that the said Rules (which 
are hereunto annexed] be published three times in the 
LuodoD Gazette) and their Lordships, are pleased to 
order and declare, and it is hereby ordered and declared, 
that all persons interested in or affected by such general 
Rules, may within sis months from this date appeal 
gainst any saoh Rules to his Majesty in Council. 

(Signed) WM. L. Bathurst. 
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Ojffiee of Commisiioturi of CompmtatioH, 
Marek3\. 1834. 

GENERAL RULES 

Under 4Tlh and 65th Claasei of Act 3 b 4 William IV. 

c. 73. 

WHEREAS, bf an Act, S and 4 William IV. c 73, 
intituled " An Act for the Abolition of Slavery 
■' throughout the British Colonies i for promotiag the 
" Industry of the manumitted Slave*; aod for compen- 
'* sating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services- 
" of such Slaves)" the CommissioDsra to be appointed 
thereby fur apportioning and distributing the compen- 
sation provided by the said Act, are authorised ao^ 
n^aind by the 4Tth clause to institute certain inquiries 
-for the purpose of r«galating the apportiovmHtt within 
the several coloniea of that part of the general eorapen- 
salion fund which ahail be assigned to each of the said 
colonies; and the said Commissi oners are especiallji 
directed to have regard to the relative value of predial 
■laves, and of unattached slaves, in every such colony, and 
to distinguish such slaves, whether predial or unat- 
tached, into distinct clasgesi and, with all practicable 
precision, to ascertain and fix the average value of a 
slave in each of the said classesi and wh^eos, we, the 
under-signed Commissioners appointed by his Majestj 
under the authority of the said Act for inquiring int» 
and deciding upon the claims to eompensatiOA whicb 
may be preferred under the said Act, after malting the 
ioquiries thereby directed', have ordered a return of (he 
number of slaves, and estimated value thereof, in each of 
the said colonies to be made according to the classes and 
in the form hereunto-annexed, marked (A): and whereas. 
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the said CoraraiMioners are furtbir required bj the nid 
4Ttb clause, to ^w np and frame all such general 
rulei, regard being had to the laws and usages in force 
in each colony respecliTely, as to them maj leem heit 
adapted forsecnring the just and equitable distribution 
of the said fnods amougst or for the benefit of the 
several persons eotitled thereto, and for the protection 
ttf such funds, and for the appointment and indemoiflca- 
lion of trustee! t now, therefore, we, the nnder-signed 
commiuioners, have, in obedience to sueh directions, 
drawn up and framed the following 
RULES: 
1. — That the part; or parlies who shallbe in possession, 
asownerorowoersof anj slave or staves, and shall 
appear aa sach b; the latest returns mode in the 
office of the Registrar of Slaves under the Re- 
gistry Acts in the reipective colonies, shall be 
deemed prima f»eii the rightful owner or owners 
thereof respectively, and prima facii entitled to 
the compensatioD monies to be awarded in respect 
thereof. 
S.— That in respect to all persons who, as owners, or 
creditor!, legatees, or annuitants, may have a joint 
or common interest in any slave or slaves, either 
in possession, remainder, reversion, or expectancy, 
the compensation monies to be awarded in respect 
of such slave or slaves, shall be deemed to be of 
the same nature, and impressed with the same 
character, for all purposes whatsoever, so far as 
the same can be so taken and applied, as the slave 
or slaves in respect of whom such monies siiall 
be allotted, and shall be subject to the same rules 
of distribution, and to the same charges and 
liabilities, as the wme stave or slaves respectively 
would have been subject to, according to the 
several estates and interests of the parties entitled 
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thereto, ttnd agraeililjF to the laws and uMget of 
the particular colon; ia whictiaiicliBla\e or slaves 
naj be registered or settled. 

9. — That the compenialion' monies to be awarded in 
respect of anj slave or slaves, subject to anj trusts 
or powers wfaattoever, shall be subject to tbe sasie 
trusts or powers, in all reipects, as the svne slave 
or slaves were subject to. 

4. — That, in cases in which an; such compensation- 
maniea, or ao; interest thereon, shall belongto or 
be vested in an; married womaji, infant, lunatict 
or person of inisiie or un^sound mind, or person 
be;oud the seas, or labouring under an; other 
legal or Batnral disabilil; or inoapacitj, for the 
protection of whose rights and interests it ma; 
be necessar; to make provisioo, aad in all otiier 
eases in which it ma; appear to be necenar; for 
protecting an; estates or interests, and securing 
the due application of the compensation- monies 
to be awarded in respect thereof, tbe Commis- 
sioDcrs shall direct the appointment of trustees, to. 
be nominated in behalf of the parties interested, 
and to he approved of b; the Commissioners t and 
shall cause the necessar; deeds to be prepared for 
declaring the rights and interests of tbe parties, 
and the trvsts and limitations in pursuance thereof^ 
together with all necessar; provisions for tbe 
indemoit; of (he trusteesi and shall direct the 
compensalioo'inonies to he ioveeted in the pnblic 
funds, in the names of such trustees, for the 
benefit of tbe parties entitled thereto, in pursuance 
of such trusts, and according to such respective 
rights and interests, 
fi. — "niat, in case of the death of an; person entitled 
to such compensation- monies, who ma; die in- 
testate before the anard of such compensation. 
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the succM^oa to such monies ih&ll be the same as 
llie saccenioD to the tlave or (Uvea in respect of 
\fham the corapensatioii shall be allotted, accord- 
ing to the law of the particalar colonj in which 
Kucb slave or slaves were registered or settled. 
8.— That the apportioDment of the compensation-nioaiei 
"' amoogit the perBonsieised of, or entitled to, or 

having an; mortgage, charge, incumbrance. Judg- 
ment, or lien upon, or an; claim to, or right or 
interest in any slave or slaves lu be maDomitted 
b; the said act, at the time of such their manu- 
mission, shall be made according to the priority 
which such mortgage, charge, incumbrance. Judg- 
ment or lien, claim, right, or interest, may 
respectively have in or upon such slave or slaves, 
according to the laws and uu^es in force in the 
particular colon; in which such slave or slaves 
ma; be roistered or settled. 
7.— That, in all cases in which the slave or slaves, in 
respect of whom compeoiation is claimed, shall 
be the subject uf an; suit in an; court of law or 
equit; in tbe united kingdom, and (o tba Com- 
missioners it shall seem meet, the compensation 
awarded to bepatdin respect of such slave or slaves 
^all, under the direction of the said court, be 
paid into the said court, to be subject to the 
orders, directions, and decrees of tbe court in 
which such suit may be depending ; and in cases 
in which such slave or slaves shall be the subject 
of an; suit in an; court of law or equit; in tbe 
colon; of Jamaica, and to the Commissioners it 
shall seem meet, the compensation in respect of 
such slave er slaves shall he paid, under the direc- 
tion of the nid court, to tbe receiver-general <^ 
the said island, to be subject to the decrees, 
orders, and directions of (he said court in which 
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the suit maj fee depending < and in all coses in 
which such i\vfe or slaves shall be the subject of 
anj suit in any court of law of equity in any other 
colony than Jamaica, and to the said CDminia- 
sioDers it shall seeni raeet, the compeDsation- 
monies awarded in respect of such slave or slaves 
shall be paid into the Bank of England, in the 
name and with the privity of the accountaDt- 
general of the Court of Exchequer, to be placed 
to his account there, eiparte the persons named in 
the award, and therein specified as the plaintiffs 
and defendants in the taid suit, pursuant to the 
method prescribed bj an act made in the first year 
of the reign of King George the Fourtb, intitnled 
" Ah Act for the better tecnring the monies and 
"effects paid into the Court of £xchequer at 
" Westtninster on account of the suitors of the 
"said court, and for other purposes,'' and the 
general orders of the said court, and without fee 
or reward ) and the said monies, when so paid in, 
. shall, by petition, in a summary way, he invested 
' by the said accountant-generalin hi) name, ezparte 
the said account, in the purchase of £3 per centum 
Consolidated Bank Annuities, and the dividends 
thereon, aad also the dividends in all future in- 
vestments, as they arise and become due, shall be 
invested by the said accountant-general in bis 
name, in like manner, so that the same may 
accumulate for the benefit of the parties entitled 
thereto, and the said compensation-monies, so 
invested as aforesaid, and the said accnmnlations, 
shall be paid and transferred under the direction 
of the said Court of Exchequer, to be signified 
hf an order made upon a petition, to be preferred 
in a summary way to the person or persons to 
whom the same shall be directed to be paid or 
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transferred b; the decree, order, or Judgment of 
the court of the coloey, made in the said suit 
there depending, or aoy court of appeal i ftod a 
copj of such decree, order, or judgment of the 
court in the colony, or coart of appeal, signed 
by the proper officer of socb court, shall be 
sufficient evidence of snch decree, order, or Judg- 
ment to Ibe said Court of Exchequer: And, 
whereas, by the 55th clanse of the laid Act, the 
said Commissioners are required to frame and 
publish general rules, to be confirmed, allowed, 
and enrolled, as thereby directed, prescribing the 
form and manner of proceeding to be obierved 
by any claimant or claimants preferring their 
claims onder the said Act, upon the prosecution of 
such claims, and in making any opposition to the 
same, and for the conduct of the proceedings 
ander the said commission, We, therefore, the 
under-signed Commissioners, in obedience to the 
directions of the said 56th clause, have drawn up 
and framed, in so far as relates to all the colonies 
or possessions mentioned or enumerated in the 
said Act, except the Cape of Good Hope and 
Mauritius, the following 



RULES: 

—That all persons In possession of and claiming com- 
pensation for any slave or slaves to be manumitted 
under the said Act, shall prefer their claims before 
the assisUnt-commiaaioners in the respective colonies 
in which the said slave or slaves may be registered or 
settled, within three months after the first day of 
August, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, 
in the form hereunto aimexed, marked, (B.> 
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2.— That every such cUlm ehatl be aMompanied by a cer- 
tificate, signed by tbe registrar ot slareS of the colony 
in which such ckim shall be made, that the number 
of slaves rnentioned in such claim (except any increase 
by birth since the last registry, as mentioned at 
the foot of such claim) are duly registered, together 
with the name or names of the person or persons 
by whom such slave or slaves have been registered; 
and in case the property in any slave or slaves ahall 
have been changed between the last registration and 
tbe first day of August, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-four, tbe claimant must brieSy state his 
title from the person in whose naioe the slaves were 
last registered. 

3. — That the assistant- commissioners shall from time to time, 
with all convenient speed, after VecCipt thereof, make 
out complete lists of all such cldms, according to the 
form following, that is to say : 
Name and DeieriptioD [ PluUtiDD, I „„ . 



P«rion in Pwiieiaiaii olber Domicile of 

of the Slivei. | Slavu. 



SU*«i 



and shall cause the same to be published in the different 
newspapers ot the said colony, or aliall make the same 
known in such manner as to them shall seem most 
effectual, forgiving notice of tbe subject of such claim 
to all parties interested therein in all parts of the 
said colony. 

4.f— That such claims for compenssUion be made to the 
assistant -commissioners, in the respective cobnies, 
in duplicate, and that one part be transmitted by them 
to the CommisBioners in London, and filed in their 
office, and the other kept and filed in the office of the 
as s istant-commissionera . 

6.- — That any person having, or claiming to have, any right, 
title, or interest in or to, oi any mortgage, judgment, 
charge, incumbrance, or lien, upon any slave or 



311 

BlavM iodaded in incfa cUims, or any ri^t, title, or 
Interest thereto, under or t^ virtue of any deed, will, 
testamentary instrument, or conveyance whatsoever, 
or in any other manner whatsoever, and claimiog to 

■recwve the compeosalion for such slave or slaves, or 
■ny of them, in opposition to the original claimant, 
shall prefer a counter-claim befbre the uristant' 
tommissioners in the reapedive eolonieB, on or hefore 
the first day of February, 1836 ; or in London, on or 
before the firet of April, 1835, provided always, that 
in case m origiual claim shall have heen filed within 
the time limited by t^ fitst rule for that purpose, any 
person claiming a right to receive the compensation as 
above-mentioned, or any part thereof, may prefer his 
daim thereto instead of a counter-claim, and audi claim 
shall be deemed and taken, and be made in the same 
form, and sul^ect to the same rules of proceeding, in 
all respects, as a counter-claim, and with the same 
liberty of replj^ng thereto, as herein after directed, aa 
if an original claim had been preferred. 
— That in eases in which no couDter-clalDi shall have been 
prrferred in the colonies on or before the first day 
of February, one tbouaand eight huhdred and 
thirty-five, the assistant -commissioners, within their 
respective colonies^ shall report the amount of com- 
pensation which may appear to them to be due upon 
each of Ute several claims, on application of the 
parties, or their agtnts, and transmit forttiwiti) co{4es 
or lists of such several reports to the CommissioDers 
in London ; and in cases in whidi no counter-claim 
shall have been preferred before the Commissioners 
in London, on or before ttie first day of April, one 
thousand eight hondred and tbirty-five, the Com- 
missioners may proceed to award the compensation, 
according to the several claims, upon the appUcatioo 
Of the parties or their agents. 
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—That in all cum in which a counter-claim for the wbtle 
or tay part of the compenution shall be preferred, 
■uch coDnter-claim ihall set forth the estate or iolereit, 
right 01 Utle, inteoded to be iaslsted on, and the 
datet, parties, and legal effect of the deedi <w other 
inatrumente tinder which the counter-dtdm is made, 
with the date of reg^tration in the proper office in the 
coloD^i and in all cases of mortgage, judgment, 
charge, incumbrance, or lien, euch counter-claim 
shall also set forth for what sum the same was granted 
or recovered, what payments (if any) have been made 
thereon, and the dates of such payments, and what 
remains due thereon, whether the same is the prior 
lien or oUierwise, or Uie property Included therein; 
and al80 the legal effect of such aecurities opon blares, 
according to tiie law and usage of the particular colony 
in which such slavea have been registered or settled ; 
and, in addition thereto, the suhatance of such counter- 
claim be embodied and arranged in the tabular form 
' hereunto annexed, marked <C). 

— That upon such coanter-claim being tiled within the 
limited periods aforesaid, notice thereof be forthwith 
^ren bf the party making the same to the party 
against whom it is made, or his agent, and a copy 
thereof be furnished to such party, or his agent, on 
application at the office of the conunissioners, or of 
ttte assistant-commissioners, in the colony. 

— That witMn three montlia after such counter-claim has 
been filed, and such notice given, the original claimant 
may file a replication to the said counter-claim before 
the assistant-commissioners, or the Commissioners in 
liondon, and give notice forthwith of such re^cation 
to the counter -claimant, or tus agent, and a copy 
thereof l>e furnished to such counter -claimant, or his 
agent, on ^plication at the office of the conunissioners 
in London, or of the assistant-commissionws itt Uk 
cidony. 
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10.— That in caie no replication be filed wltbin the time 
■foraiahl, the eommiwioRen maj, on proof of notice 
of UMcoanter-dUin having been served on the oiiginat 
etaimant, or his agent, ^oeeed to consider the claim 
and counter-claim, and give such further diiections, 
and roake »Dch award, as to tbem shall seem fil in 
respect to the compensation to be paid thereon. 

II.— That in case a replication shall be Sled within the time 
aforesaid, the comoiissioners may, either upon appli' 
cation of the parlies mterested, or their agent tat such 
purpose, or if to the commission era it shall seem 
St, direct proof to be adduced in support of such 
cMra, counter-dain, or repUcatiooi bjrlhe [soduction 
of deeds or other documents, or bj interrogatories 
on oath or affirmation, to be drawn and exhibited to 
the parties or witnesses, or by afSdavits, or by ntna 
voce examination of witnesses, as tbe case may 

12. — That on such proof as aforesaid being ma<fe, tbe com- 
missioners Shalt, on the application of any of the 
parties interested, or their agents, cause a notice to 
issue to all the claimants and connter-claimants m 
such proceeding named, that the said commissioners 
will on a day in such notice to he named, proceed to 
make their abjudication and award ; copies of such 
notice to be served by the party applying for the same 
on all such claimants and counter-claimants, or tbeii 

13.— That with the consent of the several parties, the 
assistant-commissioners in their respective colonies, 
be authorised to consider and proceed according to 
tbe several rules herein-befote stated, to ascertain and 
report tbe amount of compensation o^ipearing to be 
due to any of tbe litigant parties, in cases of contested 
claims, and transmit forthwith lists or copies of theic 
proceedings and reports to tl 
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14. — That the coinmUsioneri shall, upon such proceedings 
and reports being received from the asaUtanl-com- 
TDissioners, proceed to the abjudication aod award of 
the compensatioD which shall appear to be due accord- 
ing to such lisla, reports, and proceedings. 

15. — That all persons claiming to act on behalf of aay party 
interested in the said compensation - monies, shall 
lodge with the c^mmisisioners, or as3istait-commis> 
sioDft's, as the case may be, a power of attorney, or 
other authority, under the hand of the party or parties 
so interested, lo be registered in the proceedings of 
the said commisgioDers, or assistaat-commissioners, 
and no other than the person or persons so named In 
such power of attorney or authority, shall be entitled 
to act in this behalf so long as such powei diaU 
conttnue in force. 
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We, the under-iigned, being two of tiie valuen 
appointed to classif j •nd value the alaves in the kbove- 
Damed colony, do on our oath* declare, after due ex- 
amiuation and InqaiTj, that the above return is a just, 
true, and accurate classification and valnatjon of the 
slaves therein rnentioned, on the first da; of August, 
1634, according lo the best of our knowledge, informa- 
tion, and belief. 



Dated this daj of 

Sworn this day of 

before me 



I8S4. 



FORM OF CLAIM FOR THE COMPENSATION TO BE 
AWARDED. 



Jiamt of Eitatt. I N'^m 
DomiciUofSlmM | Colo*y 



return) 



The claim of A. B. of in the parish 

„f as owner in fee, &o [a] 

(by C. D. his attorney, as the case may he,) to the 
compensation for slaves in the possession of the 

said A. B. on the first day of August, 18S*, duly regis- 
tered, (excepted as under-mentioned) [&] and described 
in the return made thereof on the day of 

18»4. (Signtd) 



a which the claim is made, as 



KOKTOaGU 



TReSTBB 
RKOBIVBB 

ouaaniiti 

tBOVKWRATOa 



COKKITTBB 

'APKimsraATOK 
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[i] In case ui; children sball hkve been born between 
Ue laal registration and the first of Augast, ISM, mud 
included in the return, tfaeir nftmes, ages, and names of 
mothers, to be slated at foot of the claim. And in case 
the property in an; slave or slaves shall have been 
changed between the last r^istration and the first of 
Aagnst, IBM, the ctaiDsant must briefly tUte bis title 
from the person in whose name the slaves were last 
registered. 





C. 




FORM OF 


■ COONTBB 


CLAIM. 


NatMofEiUU, 


N^mt 1 


iVo. 


DonUeik <^ Slm>a 


cL, 1 


claim ( 



The counter-claim of A. B. of <by C. D. 

his attorney, as the case may he.) In respect of certain 
■laves registered in the said colony, and in the possession 
of and described in the retnra thereof. 

Dated the day of 18 

(Partieulart of Comltr-elaim. ) 



BCHEDULG TO COUNTER-CLAIM. 
NamtefRUtt, \ JVam* } No. 
OamieSi of SU'ott 
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